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WE are pleased to announce that we had a great response to last month’s first 
inclusion of our ‘1986 Country Music Round Up International Awards’ voting 
(0522) 41546 = coupon. This month is your last chance to vote for your favourite artistes in the 
Executive Editors: various categories, to try and ensure they are included in the final nominee 


C Kettle. P A Kettle nen 
/ , 
Editorial Assistants: positions 


Sandra Brett. Doreen Holder ; ; ; 
Featinadifteviaws: To remind you of the rules for voting and the way the poll will be worked out, we 


Mick Green. Pete Smith, Clive Wynes are publishing them again for you this month. 
Noel Casey. Irene Paterson. J Skea Pete Coffey 


Regional News Contributors: 
Brian Ahern, Joe Allen. Tony Anderson. TWO PAR if POLL 


John Autton, Jackie Blair. Ann Carmody, 


24-hour Ansafone service 


Sean Doherty. Richard Dudgeon. Jim Duncan. @ Firstly, don’t forget this is a TWO-PART poll. All provisional 

Dave Hendry. Sheila Kenny. Shirley Lawrence. entries received for Part One (on the cut out coupon in the April and @ By further analysis of details drawn from the resulting Poll, we 
George Mills. Eve Morris. D K O’Boyle. May issues of this publication only), will be logged by Independent shall also be able to discover who is the overall, most popular 
Frank Power. Keith Render. Ernie Sears. Chartered Accountants. The entries will then be entered into our Country Music Act of 1986 with the British Country Music public 


eo computer, with each act listed in category and by whom the entry and this will be acknowledged by a further ‘Special Publishers 


Photographers: was submitted. ward: 
Brian Shelley. Jim Silverthorn On the closing date for Part-One entries (15 May 1986), we shall 
American Contributors call up the totals, in order to discover the six most popular acts in 
Tri-Son News Services. each category. These six acts then become the final nominees for 


Network Inc.. Nashville. Part Two of the Poll 
Jeff Walker Aristo Associates Inc., Earl E Owens 


Total Concept Representation Inc. 


@ So. there itis! /f you want your favourite artiste to feature among 
the winners of the ‘1986 Country Music Round Up International 
Awards’, don't forget, you must vote, vote, vote! 


@ The coupon, with the names of each finalist nominee, will be 


; aie me ; @ Britain's Premier Awards are sponsored by ‘Country Music 
Advertisement Manager: published within the June and July editions of ‘Country Music 


Roy Edwards j BAe ae : Round Up’ and voting forms are only available within this 
Circulation Manager/Club Sales: ound BP ess BECCA je Ui ipalCnaice 2 publication, in the monthly editions indicated. Please also note that 
Lyn Jordan help us find the most popular Country Music Acts of 1986. (The only the official cut-out coupons within this publication will be 


closing date for Part Two of the Poll will be 31 July 1986). 
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@ THE programme for this year's Tom Travis’ Bluegrass Band, who hail 
Worthing ‘All British Country Music from Manchester. 


WILL PETERBOROUGH HAVE 


Festival’ offers more than twenty 
TH R FE cou NTRY FESTIV ALS 9 varied country acts over the @ Other acts scheduled for Saturday 
PAUSIC found up Me August Bank Holiday Weekend. evening are C J Cody (Surrey), Bill 


Britain's 1st Country Music Newspaper is a 
wholly owned publication, under the sole 
proprietorship of C Kettle. controlling the CMRU 
Publishing Group of Companies. 


@ DESPITE the formal announcements that Peterborough City Council are to support the new 
Festival regime headed by Internationally respected promoter Jeffrey Kruger, 

Out of Favour former Festival 
Organiser Jed Ford, has declared 
he is to continue with plans 


Conlon & Emerald (Newry), one of last 
WORTHY OF year’s successes Hickory Lake (Essex). 
Northern favourites Sundown 


WORTH } NG (Lancashire), plus the winning band 


from the 1986 Worthing Talent Contest. 


“Country Music Round Up’ Published monthly @ Heading the line-up 


to find an alternative site in i If on the Saturday Show is Northern @ On the Sunday, ‘Country In The Bar’ 
The views of the contributors are not ae he anh Ireland's own Philomena Begley. is provided by Bob Newman & Carole 
necessarily those of the publishers. quer ihe Sarne weaker, of rather Der The Sunday concert is headed Gordon with Gerry Hogan from 


Festival’ as Ford now prefers it to be 


r 
directors or editors known. 
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by Raymond Froggatt and his band Berkshire, followed by an ‘Afternoon 
Request Show’ provided by George 


advertisement [iiiieetens | 
: 1S wrong start os a Friday night Dance and pride 2 


Cabaret. with entertainment provided | © Sunday night brings a very broad 
base of entertainment from Raymond 


u h by Birmingham's Station Break and sacs 
W (Se ere 6) Johnny Marks from Nottingham. Then, | Froggatt (Birmingham), Geoff Ashford 
° 5 F onthe Saturday morning, there's afree | (Yorkshire), Key West (Co. Durham). 
ut 1C i C session outside the Pavilion, by local | "Ruby Rendall & Cimarron (Aberdeen). 
7 Sussex duo Yvonne & Norman Phil Wallace & Empty Pockets 

Chapman. This will be followed inthe | (Llanelli). plus the Solo/Duo category 
afternoon by some ‘bluegrass by the Talent Contest winners. Your host/ 
shore’, with popular exponents like COMpSIE: as usual, Is theevergréen 
Roger Churchyard’s Bluegrass Band Neil Coppendale. 
from Sussex, the very long established @ A free brochure, plus tickets for 


(A description hardly very 

apt when, last year his ‘fortress’ 
type security was geared more to 
keeping the general public out and 
did not find much favour with the 
attending public, artistes or the 
media) 


BRITAIN’S FOREMOST 
COUNTRY MUSIC 
JOURNAL 


@ Apparently, Ford's recent public 
‘Declaration of War’ against the Kruger 
Organisation has been widely 
circulated, seemingly seeking to gain 
sympathy and support from whatever 
sector he can find. However, to date, 


If you see an advertisement in 
thé press, in print, on posters or in the 
cinema which you find unacceptable, 
write to us at the address below. 


: The Advertisin Down County Boys from Rugby, Roger | either individual concerts, or series 
according to our sources, no Standards Auth Baty. Knowles & Chris Metcalfe from tickets for the weekend (offering 
€ eo U Pa T R Y Shon icag ieee ee eee eee Yorkshire, Northamptonshire’s substantial savings, plus, we are told, 
forthcoming, with certain pocket areas ASA Ltd, Dept 3 Brook House. 


Harrison family trio Strange Relations | priority facilities), are available from 


Tornngton Place, London WC1E 7HN wei 
and one of the genre’sfinestexponents | the Pavilion Box Office. Worthing Pier. 


openly indicating they favour working 
alongside Ford's successor. 


Britain's 1st Country Music Newspaper 


has moved to:- 286/287 HIGH STREET @ To further complicate the situation, 
our sources info that Jed Ford's former 
Co-Festival Director, Wendy Lane, is 
also planning to promote a ‘festival’ in 
Peterborough on the same weekend. 
So, whatever happens, it seems 
certain that, as far as country music 
fans in Britain are concerned, The 
Peterborough Festival of Country 
Music will be a big topic of 
conversation and perhaps intrigue 
between now and the Bank Holiday. 


‘BCMA YEAR BOOK’ 


@ POSTAL problems have 
delayed production of the very 
popular annual ‘BCMA Year Book’. 


@ According to the latest BCMA 
News Bulletin, a high proportion of 
copy for the Directory sections 

went missing in the post, therefore 

a substantial amount of information 
must be researched again. 

@ For details on how to obtain a 
free listing, write to BCMA, 

PO Box 270, London N16 5XH. 


(UPPER PRECINCT) LINCOLN LN2 1AL 


ENGLAND. 
Tel: (0522) 41546. 
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Scottish Country Music Fellowship acknowledge George IV's 30th anniversary (L-R. D 
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‘C.M.R.U. HOUSE PARTY SHOWCASE GAINS 
‘HELLRAISERS’ THE GREAT BRITAIN PLACE ON 


THE 1986 ‘EURO COUNTRY MASTERS’ TV PACKAGE 


@ THEIR appearance at the ‘CMRU’ House 
Party Showcase over the Easter Weekend 
gained popular new Scottish group, Louisiana 
Hellraisers, more than just a few extra UK circuit 
club bookings. They drew a bonus when 
one of the top Talent Spotters, who were along 
as ‘CMRU's invited guests, sprang them a 
‘Biggie’, offering them the opportunity to 
represent Great Britain this July (3rd & 4th) in the 
‘European Country Music Masters Competition’. 


@ This country music extravaganza, to be staged 
at West Germany's ‘Phantasialand’, Europe's 
largest Leisure Park, which is located between 
Cologne and Bonn is to be televised across 
Europe on fourteen nation media link (although, to 
date, not in the UK), each country having top 
artiste representation. 


@ Despite being relative newcomers to the 
British scene, The Hellraisers are certain to give a 
good account of themselves and Britain, 
particularly if you consider the comments from 
Euro Masters’ Founder Promoter, Mickey Hayes, 
following their quite brilliant performances at the 
House Party Showcase. He said, ‘This band could 
be Britain's answer to Alabama and you can quote 
me’. We have, Mickey, we have and we hope you 
are right! 


@ Past winners of this Internationally televised 
event have included Ireland's Philomena Begley 
and Sandy Kelly, both now well established 
International artistes. 


Louisiana Hellraisers, pictured providing superb 
backing for another ‘CMRU House Party’ 
Special Guest Artiste, Sandi Hart. 


THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
OF COUNTRY AND 
WESTERN MUSIC 


ISBN 086124260 2 


RICK MARSCHALL 


@ This edition, produced exclusively 
for W H Smith, should be readily 
available in most major towns and 
cities and, at £5.95, it does represent 
very good value for money. With some 
192 pages (12.25 x 9.25 ins.), it does 
have a lot to offer for the money. 


@ Unfortunately, for me it has a 
drawback and that’s the photographs. 
I'll be the first to admit that there are 


some lovely pictures (Merle Haggard, 
Willie Nelson and Tammy Wynette in 
particular), but where it falls down is on 
nh the fact that the ‘photo researcher 
:: didn't know her subject. 


GREAT GUITARISTS 
RICH KIENZLE 


Facts On File 
® ‘Great Guitarists’ is a new book, 
fresh from the pen of top music critic 
Rich Kienzle. This important work 
Covers four areas of popular music, 
blues, country, jazz and rock. 
Obviously it is the country section that 
most interests our readers, but you 
cannot ignore the other genres, for 
they are all inter-related, as the author 
= So splendidly portrays. 


@ The country artistes featuring in 
Kienzle’s essays are not as obvious as 
=: you may think. Yes, there’s Chet 
=: Atkins, Merle Travis, Joe Maphis and 
Doc Watson, but alongside these have 
been included three early influential 
guitarists, Jimmie Rodgers, Maybelle 
Carter and Sam McGee. Then, taking 
us through the years, names like 
Junior Barnard, Phil Baugh, Jimmy 
Bryant, Hank Garland, Albert Lee, 
Grady Martin, Jerry Reed, Eldon 
: Shamblin, Zeke Turner and Clarence 
White. 


A Jeffrey & Howard 
Kruger Presentation 


@ For example, there is a half page 
‘photo titled Don Gibson which turns 
out to be Britain's own Frank Yoncoand = =:: 
two ‘photos titled Connie Smith, one of =: 
which is of actress Connie Stevens 
while, to add insult to injury, on the 
Connie Stevens ‘photo, she is wearing 
a pass with her name on it readable 
without glasses! 


@ It's nice to see newer artistes, like 
George Strait, T G Sheppard, Gene 
Watson, Charly McLain, John Conlee 
and Lacy J Dalton getting into this type 
of books. Let's hope that more of the 
new artistes surface in future 
encyclopaedias, even if it does mean 
glossing over some of the old faithfuls. 


@ This book is a useful reference and 
enjoyable volume to have on your 
bookshelf. 


Clive Wynes. 


@ Kienzle has an engaging, easy to 
read style, that combines a potted 
biography with stylistic details. You'll 
be forever cross referencing to gaina 
full picture of the particular picker 
you're reading about. For instance, one 
of Atkins’ influences was Django 
Reinhardt and Bryant’s admirers 
included Barney Kessel, so you'll want 
to turn to the jazz pages to follow these 
statements through. 


@ The blues essays are naturally 
essential in that many of our leading 
guitarists were greatly influenced by 
the early bluesmen. Also a great 
number of rock pickers received their 
Start by listening to the likes of Atkins, 
Bryant, Garland and Travis, but, apart 
from that interest, the section does 
include country related guitarists, 
Duane Allman, James Burton, Duane 
Eddy, Lonnie Mack, Scotty Moore, Carl 
Perkins and Link Wray. 


@ | found ‘Great Guitarists’ to be both 
informative and entertaining. 


Pete Smith. 


WILLIAMS 


Capitol Recording Star 
WITH GUEST STAR 


BARBARA FAIRCHILD 


WEDNESDAY 11th JUNE BOURNEMOUTH INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 


THURSDAY 12th JUNE. 


ODEON THEATRE, BIRMINGHAM 


FRIDAY 13th JUNE 


ST DAVID’S HALL, CARDIFF 


SATURDAY 14th JUNE 


ROYAL CENTRE, NOTTINGHAM 


SUNDAY 15th JUNE 


CLIFFS PAVILION, SOUTHEND 


TUESDAY 17th JUNE 


~ GAUMONT THEATRE, IPSWICH 


THURSDAY 19th JUNE 


OSLO KONSERTHUS, NORWAY 


FRIDAY 20th JUNE 


~ THE KING’S PARK, STAVANGER, NORWAY 


BIRSTEIN, GERMANY 


SUNDAY 22nd JUNE ~ 


APOLLO THEATRE, OXFORD 


MONDAY 23rd JUNE 


BRIGHTON CENTRE 


TUESDAY 24th JUNE ODEON THEATRE, HAMMERSMITH, LONDON 


LONDON DATE ONLY 


Tickets available at £12, £10, £7.50 (plus 50p booking fee) only by postal application to 


Kruger Organisation (CP) Ltd, PO Box 130, Hove, Sussex BN3 6QU— 


send self SAE and cheque 


Credit card bookings from Keith Prowse 01-741 8989 (plus agency fee) 


ARTISTES ON THE MOVE 


Dottie West to the new Michael Brokaw Management firm in 
Los Angeles. Brokaw recently departed Kragen & Co.; Lorrie 
Morgan to Joe Taylor in Nashville; Jerry Lee Lewis, Joe 
Stampley, Razzy Bailey and Jeannie C Riley to Top Billing 
International, Nashville; Conway Twitty to Jayson 
Promotions and his long-time associate Jimmy Jaye; Jim 
Glaser to World Class Talent, Nashville; John Anderson to 
Buddy Lee Attractions, Nashville. 


@ DOLLY Parton is currently between labels (after nineteen 
years with RCA) and Emmylou Harris is between managers, 
but the trio album, teaming with Linda Ronstadt has been 
underway in Nashville since mid January. The album, 
initially planned some ten years ago, will be released on 
Elektra Records. And what's this we hear about all those 
plans to take advantage of their time together to diet? Home 
made chili, chicken and dumplings, turkey and dressing, 
cornbread . . . !! Isn't Dolly's next album project for CBS? 


@ Gary Morris, Larry Gatlin & The Gatlin Brothers, Louise 
Mandrell, Irlene Mandrell and Margo Smith were among the 
Stars on the Fifth Annual Arthritis Foundation Telethon. The 
eight hour gala, co-hosted by Mickey Gilley and Bill 
Anderson broadcast live from Nashville's Grand Ole Opry 
House on 27 April. 


@ Willie Nelson, Freddy Fender and Gene Autry are among 
those scheduled to perform on the Texas Sesquicentennial. 
The stars were invited to take part in a two hour show, 
broadcast on ABC-TV (28 April). Proceeds from ticket sales 
from ‘Texas 150-A Celebration Special’ at the Frank Erwin 
Special Events Centre at the University of Texas, are for the 
restoration of the state Capitol in Austin. 


@ Mac Davis, Reba McEntire and John Schneider will co- 
host the twenty-first ‘Annual Academy Of Country Music 
Awards Show’ when the show airs live on NBC-TV from 
Knotts Berry Farm in Buena Park, CA. 


@ Merle Haggard worked the Tenth Annual Walt Garrison 
All-Star Rodeo in Dallas. The event benefits the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


@ Among the Nashville artistes who have pledged to join 
hands in the 25 May ‘Hands Across America’ campaign are 
Hank Williams Jr., the Oak Ridge Boys, Sylvia, Lee 
Greenwood, Johnny Rodriguez, Earl Thomas Conley, Brenda 
Lee, Bellamy Brothers, Billy Joe Royal, Terri Gibbs, and 
Karen Taylor-Good. Approximately 165,000 people are 
needed to complete that section of the chain. Anyone 
interested in joining in should call toll-free 1-800-USA-900, to 
make a pledge and reserve a spot in the chain. 


Juice Newton, who is also taking part in ‘Hands Across 
America’ will perform at the Universal Amphitheater in Los 
Angeles on 4 June, at the Las Vegas Hilton 13-19 June and 
Worlds of Fun, Kansas City, MO. on 25 July; Roy Clark is 
busying himself with preparing a new single, album, TV 
album and even an autobiography; Eddy Raven's joining the 
ranks of video stars with his single ‘We Rob Trains’. Taping 
took place last month, with the release tentatively 
scheduled for around the same time. Willie Nelson co-stars 
as the outlaw Jesse James; Reports from the Grand Ole Opry 
are that the half-hour live segment of the world-famous 
show have proved so successful, the Nashville Network will 
soon carry a full hour; Gary Morris, currently riding in the 
No. One spot with his ‘100% Chance Of Rain’ single, has just 
finished his fifth album, titled ‘Plain Brown Wrapper’. This is 
the acoustic album we mentioned earlier. No release date 
has yet been announced; Jerry Clower was honoured on 14 
April with the dedication of Jerry Clower Boulevard, 
previously known as US Highway 49E, the primary 
thoroughfare in his hometown of Yazoo City, MS.; The 
Forester Sisters, Rosanne Cash, Dottie West, Shelly West, 
Reba McEntire and Tammy Wynette featured on the DIR 
Broadcast, all-women radio special on four hundred and 
sixty-six stations nationwide over Mother's day weekend; 


Pat Boone's Bethel Celebrity Spectacular took place on 25 
April in Chattanooga, TN. It featured Boone, his nephew 
Clyde Foley Cummins and Perry Como. 


Didya’ know Hoyt Axton was the original ‘Big Mac’? It seems 
MacDonald’s had two characters they were testing at the 
same time back in the sixties and Hoyt, dressed like a 
lumberjack, on a mountain top, singing with his guitar, was 
beaten out by, you guessed it, Ronald MacDonald. Axton’s 
current commercials include Busch Beer, Yellow Pages and 
Roman Meal Bread; Kenny Rogers and Andy Friendly have 
entered into an agreement for the creation of first-run, 
syndicated programming, according to ‘The Hollywood 
Reporter’. Product is being developed for the 1987-88 
seasons. Friendly’s initial made-for-syndication project, ‘The 
Rock ‘N’ Roll Evening News’ has already been sold in eighty- 
five markets, more than ninety per cent of which are network 
affiliates! 


ON THE DOTTED LINE 


Billie Jo Spears has signed with MCA/Dot; Barbara Fairchild 
has signed with Capitol Records and is working on a 1986 
‘comeback’ with producers Don Williams and Allen Reynolds; 
Word is that Polygram is signing both Donna Fargo and 
Johnny Paycheck. 


@ After seventeen years as co-host of the popular 
‘Hee-Haw’ television series, Buck Owens has not renewed 
his contract with the show. Owens is to devote more of his 
attention: to the expansion of activities in his broadcasting 
and newspaper interests in California and Arizona. 


@ Brenda Lee has filmed four segments for ‘Pentathalon’, 
the Italian version of the ‘Tonight Show’, hosted by Mike 
Bonjourno. These segments will include interviews between 
Brenda and other Nashville superstars, including Tammy 
Wynette. 


@ Jerry Lee Lewis is currently being divorced by his sixth 
wife Kerrie McGarver Lewis. Mrs Lewis cites adultery and 
cruel and inhuman treatment. Meanwhile, Johnny Paycheck 
and his wife of seventeen years, have agreed to a ‘clean 
divorce with no fighting in court’. The couple have a ten year 
old son, Jonathan, who lives with his mother in Atlanta. 
Back with Jerry Lee Lewis, he will perform on 18 May at a 
benefit for St. Jude's Children’s Hospital, which is being 
held at the new Cajundome in Lafayette, LA. Also on the bill 
are Jimmy C Newman and Cajun Country. 


@ Darrell Clanton called recently to tell us he is in the midst 
of new label affiliation negotiations, since departing Warner 
Brothers Records. Meanwhile, Jack McFadden and company 
are keeping him busier than ever on the concert trail, where 
he recently opened for Hank Williams Jr. 


@ Ronny Robbins’ next CBS single, produced by Buddy 
Killen, will be titled ‘Blank Check’. Ronny is currently 
negotiating a deal with a major production company for a two 
hour special tribute show on the life of his Father, the 
incomparable Marty Robbins. Hopes are to air the show 
sometime this autumn. A second project involves putting 
together video cassettes of some TV shows which Marty did in 
the mid sixties, some of which were never televised. 


@ Lee Amold of WHN/New York and the Mutual Radio 
syndie, ‘On A Country Road’ will MC the nineteenth Annual 
International Fan Club Organisation Show on Friday 13 June, 
at the Tennessee State Fair Grounds in Nashville. The show 
will headline Gary Morris with Johnny Rodriguez, Freddy 
Weller, Loretta Lynn, Ronny Robbins, Randy Travis and Patsy 
Loveless, with more artistes yet to be announced. 


@ The tenth Annual IFCO New Country Showcase that same 
evening will highlight the considerable talents of some 
rising young performers not yet affiliated with a recording 
company. These acts will include Hambo Latham of 
Missouri, who will have just wound up his second USO/DOD 
tour this year, Carla Riggs-Hall of Kentucky, Audie Henry 
representing the State of Texas and four Nashville area 
entertainers, Stacy Lunn Ries, the Blazer Brothers, Tina 
Carol and Nashville Satin, as well as former ‘Star Search’ 
finalist (also recently back from a USO trek) Ty Herndon. Ty 
will perform as a regular on the television series, ‘You Write 
The Songs’ which premieres in the autumn. Ticket info for 
the entire evening at IFCO is available from 

Box 177, Wild Horse, Colo. 80862. 


@ We are especially grateful to all of you who have been on 
the ’phone or have written regarding our ‘Time’ magazine 
feature in the 24 March issue. We were honoured to be 
included and we thank Gregory James from the Atlanta 
bureau of ‘Time’ for the fine piece he did. 


@ The Fan Fair Planning Committee has announced an 
increase in prize money for the winning exhibit booths 
during the fifteenth annual ‘fun-fest’ (9-15 June). First prize 
winnings will now total $500, second place will pick up $400, 
with $300 for third place honours. In order to be eligible for 
the prizes, however, the performer for whom the booth is 
assigned must appear there to sign autographs at some 
period during the week. 


@ Eddie Rabbitt, who’s back in gear in a big way with a new 
label (RCA), a new album, ‘Rabbitt Trax’ and is fifty pounds 
lighter (thanks to‘a new health regime), will appear on the 
‘Academy Of Country Music Awards Show’ and ‘Arthritis 
Telethon’ this month, at Harrah’s in Reno, NV. (1-7 May) and 
will be the subject of a cover feature in the June issue of the 
‘Country Music Inquirer’. 
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PROMISES, 
PROMISES! 


@ ANYONE who witnessed Sarah 
Jory’s delightful performance 
during the 1985 Easter Weekend in 
the Conference Centre, will have 
heard Silk Cut Festival promoter 
Mervyn Conn’s praise for her 
stunning set and, amid a great 
deal of centre stage publicity, 
personally pledged that he would 
place her on the Main Bill for the 
1986 Silk Cut Festival, ‘taking her 
rightful place alongside some of 
the best known names on the 
International country music 
scene’. 


@ However, it seems that, six 
weeks prior to the 1986 Festival 
taking place, Sarah’s father (and 
personal manager) finally made 
contact with Mervyn Conn’s offices 
for the details of Sarah's proposed 
appearance at the event. Sarah 
now takes up the story: 


@ ‘After many attempts to contact 
Mr Conn personally, my father did 
manage to speak with Mr Conn’s 
secretary, who stated that Mr Conn 
had said it would now not be 
possible for me to appear at the 
1986 Silk Cut Festival.’ 


@ John Schneider to co-host ‘Annual Academy Of Country: Awards Show 
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@ Margo Smith, who starred on Fifth Annual Arthritis Foundation Telethon. 
AAAAAARARARRARAAAAARRA 


@ The reason given was that the 
Festival is sponsored by a major 
tobacco company and, because of 
this fact, it was felt it would not be 
in the best interest of either the 
promoter or sponsor for someone 
like Sarah (under the age of 
eighteen), to be involved in any 
event that receives backing from a 
tobacco company, as it implies a 
young person is encouraging the 
use of tobacco products. 


@ Sarah explained her feelings to 
*CMRU’ as follows:- 

“Quite naturally | am more than 
shattered with the way things have 
turned out, due to the fact that I’m 
unable to fulfil what has always 
been (to me) a lifelong ambition, 
to appear on the Main Stage at 
Wembley. | feel very bitter about 
the way I’ve let down a great many 
of the fans and supporters who 
have given me so much help and 
encouragement along the way.’ 


@ Not for the first time has 
Mervyn Conn made such broad, 
sweeping ‘public’ promises to 
artistes appearing on the Best Of 
British, or similar Conference 
Centre presentations. Can this 
year’s recipient of Mr Conn’s 
promise, lreland’s Joe E Hamilton, 
expect any different? 
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WHO IS 
DWIGHT 
YOAKAM ? 
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@ ALMOST certainly a new name 
to most British country music fans, 
but a name that appears on the 
star-studded bill announced for 
this year's Peterborough Festival, 
is American country singer Dwight 
Yoakam, who has just unveiled his 
debut Warners LP, vaguely 
entitled ‘Guitars, Cadillacs, Etc. 
Etc.’ (925372). Blending a country 
and western musical heritage with 
solid rock and bluegrass 
influences, Yoakam has delivered 
an album of real class. The album, 
released on 7 April, is now 
available via a UK release. 


@ Produced by Pete Anderson 
(who also features on guitar), the 
album features ten tracks in all, 
seven scribed by Yoakam himself. 


@ Ina recent interview, Yoakam 
was asked, ‘How would you 
describe the fusion of styles on the 
new LP?’ He replied, ‘Really, 
we’re reclaiming territory for 
country music, in that our style isa 
revitalised version of honky tonk. 
It's most closely akin to the 
Bakersfield sound of the early to 
mid sixties. The whole album is a 
tribute to that spirit.’ 
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@ So how did such a pure strain of 
country sounds make it to 
Warners? ‘I have a lot of gratitude 
toward West Coast club goers. 
They made enough noise, so the 
companies in Nashville had to pay 
attention.’ 


@ Agenuine coalminer’s 
grandson, Yoakam has carved out 
a reputation singing 
straightforward rockabilly and 
bluegrass influenced country 
music. Opening for such bands as 
The Blasters and Los Lobos in 
major cities across the US, he’s 
already established his appeal 
with a crossover rock audience. 


@ Ofhis musical roots, Dwight 
said, ‘My family had sing-a-longs 
where we'd sing at the 
phonograph. Then, after 
discovering Hank Williams Snr. 
and Johnny Cash, | began working 
on my own talent, mainly by 
singing alone in my room.” 


@ Ask him about how his sound 
fits in today and he will tell you, ‘I 
think we're able to transcend a lot 
of the limitations of country music, 
much as people like Johnny Cash 
did, without being a rockabilly or 
country rock band. We’re going to 
keep shaking our fists and yelling, 
‘Yeah, hillbilly music!” 


Www wwe 


CONLEY’S FIRST 
CHART TOPPING 
ALBUM 


@ EARL Thomas Conley’s 
‘Greatest Hits’ album on RCA 
Records, which hit the number one 
slot on ‘Billboard’s Country Album 
Charts the week of 22 March, was 
Conley’s first chart topping album. 


@ ‘Once In A Blue Moon’, 
Conley's current single, is off the 
‘Greatest Hits’ album, as was 
‘Nobody Falls Like A Fool’. The 
latter single was Conley’s 
eleventh number one single and 
“Once In A Blue Moon’ has already 
made the Top Ten. : 
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Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
and one-stop sales reports. 


ARTIST 
LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG LIST PRICE) 


JOHN SCHNEIDER mca 5668 (8.98) A MEMORY LIKE YOU 


GREATEST HITS 
SHAKIN’ 


1 week at No. One 


ALABAMA PCa AHL1-7170 (8.98) (CD) 
SAWYER BROWN capitot/curs ST-12438/CAPITOL (8.98) 
SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT 
GREATEST HITS 
FIVE-O 


ANNE MURRAY capitot sJ 12466 (8.98) 


THIRTEEN 
HARMONY 
LIVE IN LONDON 
OLD FLAME 
DAN SEALS emiamerica ST-17166 (8.98) WON'T BE BLUE ANYMORE 
GEORGE JONES epic re 39598 WHO'S GONNA FILL THEIR SHOES 
WAYLON JENNINGS wea seas (8.98) WILL THE WOLF SURVIVE 
MERLE HAGGARD eric 40286 A FRIEND IN CALIFORNIA 
RHYTHM AND ROMANCE 

| HAVE RETURNED 

HANG ON TO YOUR HEART 


RICKY SKAGGS eric Fe.40103 
JUICE NEWTON rca 5493 (8.98) (CD) 


THE STATLER BROTHERS mercury 824.420.1/POLYGRAM (8.98) PARDNERS IN RHYME 


MARIE OSMOND c 
CAPITOL/CURB ST-12414/CAPITOL (8.98) TGERE'S NOSTOBRING FOUR. RERRI 
STREAMLINE 


LEE GREENWOOD wa 5622 (8.98) 
WHY NOT ME 


THE JUDDS 4A RCA/CURB AHL1-5319/RCA (8.98) (CD) 


EVERLY BROTHERS mercury 826 142-1 /POLYGRAM (8.98) BORN YESTERDAY 
RONNIE MILSAP rca AHL1-7194 (8.98) (CD) LOST IN THE FIFTIES TONIGHT 


HANK WILLIAMS, JR. warNer/curR 25328/WARNER BROS. (8.98) GREATEST HITS-VOLUME II 


OAK RIDGE BOYS 

Seasons 

PRODUCER: Ron Chancey 

MCA 5714 

The most delightfully varied album 
the Oaks have made—one that 
imaginatively displays their 
remarkably rich, believable voices and 
instrumentation that is both wide- 
ranging and keenly sensitive to the 
lyrics it supports. To these virtues are 
added a collection of songs which— 
with the exception of the seemingly 
obligatory “Elvira” clone, “Juliet” — 
are thought-provoking and 
refreshingly adult. “Take A Step 
(Yesterday Waltz)” is overpoweringly 
beautiful. 
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Reproduced Courtesy Of Billboard Publications Inc. 


CONWAY TWITTY 

Conway Twitty—Songwriter 
PRODUCER: Owen Bradley 
MCA MCA-5700 


This album is one of the first MCA 


SINGL 


Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
and one-stop sales reports and radio playlists. 


TITLE 

PRODUCER (SONGWRITER) 
CAJUN MOON 1 week at No. One 
R.SKAGGS (J, RUSHING) 

NOW AND FOREVER (YOU & ME) 

D.FOSTER (FOSTER, VALLANCE, GOODRUM) 


WE'VE GOT A GOOD FIRE GOIN’ 
D.WILLIAMS,G.FUNDIS (0. LOGGINS) 


ONCE IN A BLUE MOON 
N.LARKIN.E.T.CONLEY (T.BRASFIELD, R.BYRNE) 


FEELIN’ THE FEELIN’ 
E.GORDY.JR..J. BOWEN (0 BELLAMY) 


| HAD A BEAUTIFUL TIME 
M.HAGGARD (M.HAGGARD) 


GRANDPA (TELL ME "BOUT THE GOOD OLD DAYS) 
B.MAHER (J.0°HARA) 


YOU'RE SOMETHING SPECIAL TO ME 
J.BOWEN.G.STRAIT (D.AN? HONY) 


EASY TO PLEASE 
B.MONTGOMERY (K.M.ROBBINS. R.FLEMING) 


AIN'T MISBEHAVIN’ 
J.BOWEN,H.WILLIAMS.JR. (F WALLER) 


WORKING WITHOUT A NET 
J.BOWEN,.W.JENNINGS (D.COOK. G.NICHOLSON. J.JARVIS) 


TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN LOVE 
G.MARTIN (M.SMOTHERMAN) 


ONE LOVE AT A TIME 
J.CRUTCHFIELD (PDAVIS, POVERSTREET) 


WHOEVER'’S IN NEW ENGLAND 
JBOWEN,R.MCENTIRE (K.FRANCESCHI, Q.POWERS) 


HOLD ON 
R.CROWELL,D. THOENER (R.CASH) 


MIAMI, MY AMY 
BLMEVIS (D.DILLON. H.COCHRAN, R.PORTER) 


SHE AND I 
H.SHEDD.ALABAMA (D.LOGGINS) 


HAPPY, HAPPY BIRTHDAY BABY 
R.MILSAP. T.COLLINS,R.GALBRAITH (M.SYLVIA. G.LOPEZ) 


LOVE WILL GET YOU THROUGH TIMES WITH NO MONEY 


T.WEST (S.LORBER. T.DUBOIS. J.SILBAR) 


PARTNERS, BROTHERS & FRIENDS 
M.MORGAN.P.WORLEY (J.1880TSON, J. HANNA) 


ARTIST 
LABEL & NUMBER/DISTRIBUTING LABEL 


RICKY SKAGGS 
EPIC 3405748 


ANNE MURRAY 
CAPITOL 5547 


DON WILLIAMS 
CAPITOL 5526 


EARL THOMAS CONLEY 
RCA 14282 

THE BELLAMY BROTHERS 
MCA/CURB 52747/MCA 


MERLE HAGGARD 
EPIC 34-05782 


@ THE JUDDS 
RCA/CURB 14290/RCA 


GEORGE STRAIT 
MCA 52764 

JANIE FRICKE 
COLUMBIA 38-05781 


HANK WILLIAMS, JR. 
WARNER/CURB 7-28794/WARNER BROS. 


WAYLON JENNINGS 
MCA 52776 

KENNY ROGERS 
RCA 14298 


TANYA TUCKER 
CAPITOL 5533 


REBA MCENTIRE 
4 MCA 52767 
ROSANNE CASH 
COLUMBIA 38-05794 
KEITH WHITLEY 
RCA 14285 

@ ALABAMA 

RCA 14281 
RONNIE MILSAP 
RCA 14286 

GIRLS NEXT DOOR 
MTM 72059/CAPITOL 


NITTY GRITTY DIRT BAND 
WARNER BROS. 7-28780 
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singer/songwriter collections of 
previously released hits. And it’s a 
needed reminder that Twitty is as 
mighty a writer as a singer. 


MERLE HAGGARD 

Merle Haggard—Songwriter 

PRODUCERS: Various 

MCA MCA-5698 

Unfortunately for MCA, Haggard did 
not write his best songs while he was 
in that stable, a fact shown clearly 


DON WILLIAMS 

Don Williams Sings Bob McDill 

PRODUCERS: Don Williams, Garth Fundis 

MCA MCA-5697 

No songwriter/performer combination 
is more perfectly matched than these 
two talents. McDill played an early 
role in Williams’ success with 
“Amanda” and “Come Early 
Morning,” and that influence has 
continued to be felt all the way 
through to “Good Ole Boys Like Me” 
and “It Must Be Love.” 


RS: E, 
‘Mory Gordy jp. & Tony Brown 
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ALL BILLBOARD REVIEWS 
NORMALLY REFER TO AMERICAN 
RELEASES AND ARE. 
THEREFORE. GENERALLY ONLY 
OBTAINABLE ON IMPORT 


Country Music Round Up 
aiitevatationicy 
\W haste Awards 


3 > Gig eae Se cama pliers al ee 2s international iin 
COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-MAY 1986 (Cr . trey Wit ste Awatusy 


AWARDS POLL 
voting paper -4n7 one WIN A NIGHT WITH THE STARS 
SP AT THE GRAND GALA PRE-FESTIVAL DINNER 


My most popular Country Music Acts in the following @ AS an added incentive for readers to cast their votes in our Poll. we shall be 
entering everyone who sends in their completed Voting Form for our Super Special 
Free Prize Draws secaces Sone. si 25. .ac5eo 2a pce cde honceaven eee EEE 

@ The winner will get a Special Invitation for two persons to attend the Grand Gala 
Dinner being held on the eve of the Festival to honour the Stars and Celebrity 
Guests appearing over the Bank Holiday Weekend. Plus .. . 

@ We shall provide weekend. twin-bedded. bed and breakfast hotel 
accommodation. courtesy of Moat House Hotel. as well as giving you 

your tickets for the entire Festival Shows. 


categories are:- 


International Group) .0- 2-2-0 ese ee os ee eine 


International Trio/Duo 
International Male Solo 


International Female Solo 


Most Promising International Actiis Be. 222 ce oes dss @ So. if you want to secure your chance of winning this great weekend package. 
fill in your Voting Form now and post it today to:- Messrs. Swales & Walden. 

British Groupie wre: eette ste Chane. ee eee ee (Chartered Accountants). Dept. Int Awards. 70 High Street. Lincoln. LNS 8AD. 

British sirio (D0: s ce.srars: eve oro agerais es 5 baw cee ie en Lee 

British Male Solo escent ee re oe ain dines oto leee 


British hemale Solow..citcuctaGatinn cts cat ona ee ne 
Most Promising British Act 


@ The 1986 ‘Country Music Round Up International Awards’ 
presentation ceremony will take place on stage at the mammoth 
Peterborough Country Music Festival. 23rd-24th August 


Fill in your form now 
and post It right away 


@ NOTE: The final closing date for Part One of the International Awards Poll is 15th May 1986, 


See SS SSS SSS Sees Sees SSS SS aa tre eresteataart 
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Clive Wynes. 


ALBUMS 


OOOOOOOO 


VARIOUS ARTISTES 
WELCOME TO SILVER DOLLAR COUNTRY 
wsDC 501 


‘Welcome To Silver Dollar Country’ 
is a sixteen track promotional 
cassette, featuring selected tracks 
from a whole pile of goodies, to be 
released on cassette from artistes 
on the Silver Dollar label. 


Although it’s all re-issue material, 
the fact that it is culled from 
American, Canadian and British 
artistes should help to get the 
series off to a fine start. 


Canada is represented by one of 
that country's most popular artistes, 
Terry Sumison, his two 
contributions ‘Our Loving Place’ 
and ‘She Gave It All To Me’, both 
start and close this tape in style. 
Sandwiched between these can be 
found the powerful voice of Stu 
Stevens (‘Broken Lady’), husband 
and wife duo Ken & Billie Ford 
(‘He’s Not My Man’ and ‘I Can Only 
Dream) and the ever popular Keith 
Manifold (‘Long, Long Before Your 
Time’). 


Two of Britain's best country singer/ 
songwriters are there with Eddie 
Blackstone (‘Never Let A Dream Go 
By’) and Ron Ryan (‘Angel’), while a 
blast from the past comes with Cash 
McCall (‘Along The Navajo Trail’) 
and the velvet voice of the late Al 
Doherty (‘A Million Songs’). 

The USA is represented by the 
much under-rated David Rogers 
(‘The Devil ls A Woman’), that 
gentleman of song Warner Mack 
(‘Where Were You’), a little religion 
from Jimmy Gately (‘| Know A Man 
Who Can’) and two rockabilly 
legends, Eddie Bond (‘Sweet 
Marie’) and Sanford Clark (‘It’s 
Nuthin To Me’). 

One new name, to me, was a very 
pleasant voiced Englishman, Art 
Willianas, with ‘You Can’t Trust A 
Crazy Man’. 


Altogether an extremely interesting 
and enjoyable sample tape and it's 
nice to know that these tracks and 
artistes are getting either issued or 
re-issued by Silver Dollar. Nice one! 
To get this ‘free’ sample cassette, 
just send 60p P&P to:- 

Silver Dollar Country 

(Dept CMRU 1), PO Box 100, 
Cromer, Norfolk, NR27 9JB. 


OOOO0O 
OOOOO 


DAVE VERNON 
CHILD OF 1945 

Lakeside LM 103 GF 
RUSTY OLD DREAMS: IRELAND GREEN 
(STILL LOVES YOU): WHISKEY: THE BEST 
BARROOM IN TOWN: IF THE WORLD COULD 
BE HAPPY JUST LIKE US: CHILD OF 1945: 
HANGOVER LOVE: LOVE SONG: (YOU ARE) A 
CHILD OF THE WAR: LEAVE IT ALL BEHIND. 


The minute | saw ‘Ten Original 
Songs’ emblazoned across the 
front of this album, my interest was 
aroused and. having previously 
heard the title track played many 
times on local radio, | looked 
forward to hearing this album. 


| must be honest and say that. 
personally. | don’t think any of the 
other nine songs on the album 
come up to the title track, but then | 
also think this album is worth its 
purchase price for that one track 
alone. 


‘Child Of 1945’ has a lot going for it 
Alongside a good, solid vocal 
complementary backing, it has a 
really original theme for a song and 
one that bears hearing again and 
again without getting tedious or 
maudlin. 


All the songs were composed by a 
combination of either Nicky Nicholls, 
Chris Andrews or Dave Vernon and, 
of the other nine, | rather liked the 
catchy ‘Hangover Love’ anda 
couple of ballads, ‘Whiskey’ (always 
a good subject for a song) and 
‘Rusty Old Dreams’. 


‘(You Are) A Child Of The War’ has 
some interesting and unusual sound 
effects that help to make this an 
album well worth having more thana 
casual listen to. If Dave Vernon 
doesn’t get around your way, you 
can always get a copy from 

69 Rose Drive. Chesham, Bucks., 
for a meagre £4.60. inclusive of 
postage. 


VARIOUS ARTISTES 
DOWN TOWN VOLUMES 1 & 2 
Lismor LIFL 7011 & Lismor LIFL 7012 


An in depth review of these two 
superb albums would run to several 
pages and succeed in having my 
editor tearing his hair so, to try and 
keep it reasonably short, these two 
albums are the spin-off from the 
recent Channel 4 series of the same 
name that has kept myself and 
many others glued to the TV for four 
weeks. 


The sub-title says it all, ‘Fiddle 
Music, An Historic Journey Through 
Scotland To North America’. With 
fiddle playing Aly Bain, we enter on 
a musical journey that takes us from 
the remoteness of the Shetland 
Islands to Cape Breton, Quebec, 
Texas, North Carolina, Tennessee 
and Kentucky. The relationship 
between what at first appears to be 
such diverse musical heritages, is 
gradually revealed through the 
playing of Peter Rowan, Tommy 
Jarrell, The Cape Breton Fiddlers, 
Bill Monroe & The Bluegrass Boys, 
Johnny Gimble, Willie Hunter and 
Aly Bain himself, to name just some 
of the many fine artistes who appear 
on the two albums. 


From reels to polkas, hornpipes to 
bluegrass breakdowns, this is an 
historic journey as yet, for me at 
least, without equal and anyone 
with a liking for fiddle music is well 
advised to give these a serious 
listen. 


With such a variety of artistes and 
musical styles, | found myself totally 
captivated by these albums, so 
much so that | refuse to pick best 
tracks or favourites. Suffice to say, 
these two albums should do for the 
fiddle what Henry Ford did for the 
motor Car. 


AUDIE HENRY 
AUDIE HENRY 
Canyon Creek CCR 8505 

HEAVEN KNOWS: YOU'RE RIGHT ON 
TARGET: BEING A FOOL AGAIN: | KNEW THE 
FIRST TIME | SAW YOU: SWEET SALVATION: 
HE'S A GENTLE MAN: IT’S ABOUT TIME: 
YOU'LL NEVER FIND A GOOD MAN (PLAYIN’ 
IN A COUNTRY BAND): A STEP IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION: HOW GREAT THOU ART. 


If | have two weaknesses they are 
good looking women and good 
country music, so when | find both 
of these ingredients on one album 
then my knees just turn to jelly. But, 
seriously though, Audie Henry is a 
looker with a powerful and soulful 
country voice. This lovely lady was 
born in Brazil (well, someone has to 
be) of Latvian parents and spent 
most of her life in Canada until 
recently moving to Dallas, Texas. 


The album was produced by Bart 
Barton at Studio Studio (wherever 
that may be), using an excellent 
bunch of musos, but whose names 
mean nothing to me. Materialwise, 
the album ranges from a truly lovely 
version of the gospel classic ‘How 
Great Thou Art’ to the razz-ma- 
tazz of the 1983 Carol Baker hit ‘A 
Step In The Right Direction’. The 
Don Cook/Chip Hardy song ‘Sweet 
Salvation’ gets an enjoyable and 
gutsy rendition from this lovely 
lady, while ‘Right On Target’ and 
the plaintive ‘Being A Fool Again’ 
are both worthy of a special 
mention. 

No doubt this will be another hard 
to find album over here, so try 
writing to Canyon Creek Records. 
PO Box 31351, Dallas, Texas 
75321, USA, for further info. 


BUDGET COUNTRY 
OOOOOO 


ANNE MURRAY 
SNOWBIRD 
Music For Pleasure MFP 41 5738 1 
SNOWBIRD; FIRE AND RAIN; RAIN; BREAK 
MY MIND; JUST BIDIN’ MY TIME; PUT YOUR 
HAND IN THE HAND; RUNNING; MUSICAL 
FRIENDS; GET TOGETHER; I'LL BE YOUR 
BABY TONIGHT. 


As some readers may have 
gathered from previous reviews, | 
have a weakness for Canadian 
singers, especially female 
Canadian singers and Anne Murray 
is no exception. 


The country influenced material on 
this album ranges from Anne’s 
international hit ‘Snowbird’ to a 
break-neck version of John D 
Loudermilk’s ‘Break My Mind’ (and 
it did), to James Taylor's ‘Fire And 
Rain’ and gospel on ‘Put Your Hand 
In The Hand’. 


Although this album was recorded 
back in 1970, with its sweeping 
strings and punchy orchestration, it 
couid so easily be a current Anne 
Murray recording. There's a great 
version of Dylan's ‘I'll Be Your Baby 
Tonight’. Now, country that ain't, but 
it's a great track and it’s a great 
album, with more than a few country 
connections. 


SINGLES 
OOOO0O00 


JOHN WINTERS 
& HEATHER HAIG 


I'M YOUR MAN 
Golden Eagle GE 141 


This bouncy little love song, written 
and produced by Dan Grashey, 
should take this duo teaming further 
up the Canadian charts than did 
their first outing together ‘Here We 
Go’. 

As duets are back in fashion, this 
one stands a good chance of 
making that important 
breakthrough. 


REBEL LEE 
STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART 
Deucalion DR 201 


Southern Belle, Rebel Lee, turns in 
a very nice version of this Bonnie 
Tyler hit. Nice production from 
Glenn Rieuff for this small label. 
The flip side features the standard 
‘Half As Much’, with some nice 
double tracking on the vocals. 


ALTERNATIVE — 
yr COUNTRY x 


OOOOOO0O 


DL MENARD 
CAJUN SATURDAY NIGHT 
Demon Fiend 64 

CAJUN SATURDAY NIGHT; WHY SHOULD 
WE TRY ANYMORE: THIS LITTLE GIRL: 
WEDDING BELLS: THE JUDGE DID NOT 
BELIEVE MY STORY: GREEN OAK TREE; 
LETTERS HAVE NO ARMS; HOUSE OF GOLD; 
THE BACHELOR'S LIFE; BANKS OF THE OLD 
PONTCHARTRAIN: MY SON CALLS 
ANOTHER MAN DADDY: LONG GONE 
LONESOME BLUES. 


This, the first album in English (a 
couple of tracks are in French), by 
legendary cajun — singer/writer/ 
guitarist D L Menard, is a mixture of 
five self-written originals, half a 
dozen Hank Williams classics and 
one Ernest Tubb song. It has all the 
authenticity of a forties recording 
and, except for the clarity and 
sound separation of modern studio 
techniques, could well have been 
recorded back then. 


Menard equits himself well on the 
Williams’ songs and maybe gives 
some indication of how Hank would 
have sounded under today’s much 
more favourable studio conditions 
had he lived. His own songs, too, 
are byno means demeaned in such 
hallowed company and prove that 
he is a capable writer of the ‘old 
school’ tradition. 


Don Helms (steel) and Jerry Rivers 
(fiddle) of the Drifting Cowboys help 
out, along with Buck White (piano/ 
mandolin), Jerty Douglas (dobro/ 
lap steel), Ricky Skaggs (who also 
wrote the sleeve notes), Blaine 
Sprouse (fiddles) and Cheryl 
Warren (bass). 


‘Cajun Saturday Night’ is a pure old- 
timey country release that will 
delight the more purist minded 
element and give those who proffer 
diluted pop-inclined middie of the 
road commercialism as the ‘real 
thing’ something to think about. 


Pete Coffey. 


R.E.M. 
FABLES OF THE RECONSTRUCTION 
1.R.S./MCA MIRF 1003 

FEELING GRAVITY'S PULL: MAPS AND 
LEGENDS: DRIVER 8: LIFE AND HOW TO 
LIVE IT: OLD MAN KENSEY: CAN'T GET 
THERE FROM HERE: GREEN GROW THE 
RUSHES: KOHOUTEK: AUCTIONEER 
(ANOTHER ENGINE): GOOD ADVICES: 
WENDELL GEE. 


This is R.E.M.’s third album, but 
their first to switch from Don 
Dixon's North Carolina studios to a 
British recording location and 
producer, though that hasn't 
helped their music to become any 
less complicated or cluttered. 


Much of what they do is too 
perplexing to be enjoyable and 
drawn-out to the point of boredom, 
although the simpler, more concise 
tracks like ‘Driver 8’, ‘Green Grow 
The Rushes’ and. best of all, 
‘Wendell Gee’ have appeal. 


Lead singer Michael Stipe's vocals 
tend to trail off, as if distracted from 
the matter in hand, lending even 
more mystery to his already 
enigmatic self-penned lyrics, while 
Peter Buck (guitar), Mike Mills 
(bass) and Bill Berry (drums) sound 
much the same from one track to 
another. The tempo remains pretty 
draggy throughout the album, never 
seeming to get quite into gear and 
I'm sure some of the songs would 
sound a lot better taken at a faster 
Pace. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-MAY 1986 


R.E.M. (Rapid Eye Movement) 
would, I’m sure, benefit from re- 
constructing their fables to a more 
basic format and simplifying their 
presentation. After all, they do 
profess to being a ‘grass roots’ 
band. The ‘grass roots’ do shine 
through the over-embellishment in 
places on this album, which is when 
R.E.M. are at their best. 


Pete Coffey 


QOOOOO 
OOOOO 


GUADALCANAL DIARY 
WALKING IN THE SHADOW OF THE BIG MAN 
Elektra EXT 13 960429-1 

TRAIL OF TEARS; FIRE FROM HEAVEN: 
SLEEPERS AWAKE: GILBERT TAKES THE 
WHEEL: GHOST ON THE ROAD: WATUSI 
RODEO: WHY DO THE HEATHEN RAGE: 
PILLOW TALK: WALKING IN THE SHADOW OF 
THE BIG MAN (PART ONE): KUMBAYAH. 


One of the most idiosyncratic 
recordings of 1985 was a single 
entitled ‘Watusi Rodeo’ by three 
guys and a gal from Marietta, 
Georgia, who rejoiced in the equally 
individual name of Guadalcanal 
Diary. With its gripping fusion of 
American country music and African 
jungle rhythms, the song became a 
firm favourite and | eagerly awaited 
the release of this album in the 
hopes that it contained more of the 
same. 


| was disappointed when it first 
arrived to find that, although some 
tracks tried to obtain the same feel, 
‘Watusi Rodeo’ stood alone and 
there was nothing to match its 
magnetism. Although pretty good in 
their own right, songs like ‘Why Do 
The Heathen Rage’, ‘Pillow Talk’. 
‘Trail Of Tears’ and ‘Ghost On The 
Road’, just lacked the single's 
magic, while the remaining tracks. 
(especially two nondescript 
instrumentals and a sing-a-long 
version of ‘Kumbayah’ that does 
_absolutely nothing for me) were 
barely more than album fillers. 


Guadalcanal Diary seem to have 
lost direction somewhere along the 
way and strayed from the country/ 
jungle sound that produced one of 
last year's most memorable singies. 
‘Walking In The Shadow Of The Big 
Man’ does have its good moments, 
but never attains the band's initial 
potential and they definitely need 
another ‘Watusi Rodeo’ to sustain 
the high precedent they set. 


Pete Coffey 


ALABAMA 
GREATEST HITS 
RCA 


The most successful country vocal/ 
instrumental group of this, or any 
other decade, must be Alabama. 
Since their first big hit, back in 1980, 
the band have set all sorts of 
records. They have had awards 
heaped upon them and they were 
the first group to win the CMA’s 
coveted ‘Entertainer Of The Year’ 
award. i 


Alabama's albums have all turned 
either platinum or gold and all five to 
follow ‘My Home's In Alabama’ 
(their first), have reached the 
number one spot. That first album 
managed more than four years on 
the chart, ‘Feels So Right’ some 
three and a half years and the other 
four are still on the ‘Billboard’ chart, 
‘Mountain Music’ (four years), ‘The 
Closer You Get’ (three years), ‘Roll 
On’ (just short of two years) and 
‘Forty Hour Week’ (more than one 
year). What an amazing catalogue 
of achievements! 


But, it doesn’t stop there. On the 
singles front, in five years from 
1980, Alabama have scored with no 
less than eighteen Top Ten singles, 
nine number ones, six number twos, 
two number fours and a number six. 
This then, is one group totally 
deserving of a ‘Greatest Hits’ 
album. 


The only problem with this sort of 
collection is that the fans usually 
have all the tracks on one album or 
another and RCA are aware of this. 
To add alittle variety, the label have 
included live versions of ‘My 
Home's In Alabama’ and 
‘Tennessee River’, plus two brand 
new songs, ‘The Fans’ and ‘She 
And |’, which will no doubt become 
‘Greatest Hits’ themselves. 

The remaining ‘hits’ are:- ‘Why 
Lady Why’, ‘Old Flame’, ‘Feels So 
Right’, ‘Love In The First Degree’, 
‘Mountain Music’ and ‘Forty Hour 
Week’. 


Alabama are the quintessential 
country band of the eighties. Their 
record speaks for itself. 


Pete Smith. 


‘THE BIGGEST 
STAR IN TOWN’ 


* | * * 3 
Skyhigtt,, 


Professional Sound Tracks Available to recording 
artistes in Great Britain. ‘The Biggest Star In Town’ is 
the title of a song about U.S. recording artiste George 
Jones. All tracks were produced and performed by 
professional country music musicians. 


Interested persons should contact:- 
Skyhigh Records, PO Box 1414, Uxbridge, Ontario, Canada LOC 1KO 
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PATSY CLINE 
SWEET DREAMS (SOUNDTRACK) 
MCA MCG 6003 
SAN ANTONIO ROSE: SEVEN LONELY DAYS: 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART; LOVESICK BLUES; 
WALKING AFTER MIDNIGHT; FOOLIN’ 
"ROUND; HALF AS MUCH; | FALL TO PIECES; 
CRAZY; BLUE MOON OF KENTUCKY; SHE'S 
GOT YOU; SWEET DREAMS. 


The soundtrack that accompanies 
the movie of Patsy Cline’s life story 
features the lady’s original vocals, 
but most of the songs have new 
backing tracks recorded at 
Bradley's Barn in October 1984. 
This practice doesn't always work 
out for the best, as is pretty evident 
here in some instances and, while 
they might have been necessary for 
the film, they neither improve the 
sound nor the nostalgic appeal. 


Only four tracks, ‘I Fall To Pieces’, 
‘Crazy’, ‘She’s Got You’ and ‘Sweet 
Dreams’, retain the original 
backings according to the very 
informative insert, which also gives 
detailed session dates and 
personnel. Although there are better 
compilations of her work around, 
this will most definitely sell to 
fanatical collectors of Patsy Cline 
memorabilia because of the new 
tracks and maybe those who are not 
necessarily fans but have seen the 


movie. 
Pete Coffey. 


NANCI GRIFFITH 
ONCE IN A VERY BLUE MOON 
Philo PH 1096 
GHOST IN THE MUSIC: LOVE IS A HARD 
WALTZ: ROSEVILLE FAIR: MARY AND OMIE: 
FRIEND OUT IN THE MADNESS: I'M NOT 
DRIVING THESE WHEELS; TIME ALONE: 
BALLAD OF ROBIN WINTER-SMITH: DADDY 
SAID: ONCE IN A VERY BLUE MOON: IF | 
WERE THE WOMAN YOU WANTED: YEAR 
DOWN IN NEW ORLEANS: SPIN ON A RED 
BRICK FLOOR. 


This is the third LP from Texas 
based Nanci. Her first two were 
‘There’s A Light Beyond These 
Woods’ and ‘Poet In My Window’ on 
a small. Houston based label called 
Featherbed. 


It’s difficult to describe her unusual 
vocal style, but it’s close to 
Emmylou Harris at her best, 
although the accentis different. You 
really do have to hear her for 
yourself. She writes most of the 
songs too, folk/country diamonds 
like ‘Year Down In New Orleans’ 
and ‘Daddy Said’. Nanci does a 
marvellous version of one of my all 
time favourites ‘Roseville Fair’ 
written by Bill Staines (listen out for 
his new LP ‘Wild Wild Heart’. 


The best known musicians involved 
on this LP are Lloyd Greene, Mark 
O'Connor and Dublin's own super- 
picker Philip Donnelly, but tender 
loving care in displayed by 
everyone involved. 


Nanci Griffith's music, to me, is the 
kind of reward one gets for taking 
the time and trouble to shop at the 
country store and bypass the 
Nashville hypermarket. 


PS. Memo to Philo. How about an 
album from Nanci’s ex-husband 
Eric Taylor? 


Noel Casey. 


TOMMY DUNCAN 
FOR THE LAST TIME 

Longhorn Records LH 1237 
BLUES LIKE MIDNIGHT; HANG YOUR HEAD 
IN SHAME; DUSTY SKIES; ROLY POLY; 
RELEASE ME; TIME CHANGES EVERYTHING; 
THAT'S YOUR RED WAGON; THE DAY YOU 
LEFT ME; DEEP WATER; THE KIND OF LOVE! 
CAN'T FORGET; MILK COW BLUES; | 
WONDER IF YOU FEEL THE WAY | DO. 


It’s hard to believe that this live set, 
which was recorded at the 
Riverside Ballroom in Phoenix, 


Arizona, in 1966, could be the final 
album from one of the great 
western swing vocalists of all time. 
Tommy glides through twelve 
songs, ranging from Bob Wills/ 
Duncan classics to ballads and 
blues, with his rich, baritone voice 
sounding confident and true. Yet 
the following year (July 1967 to be 
exact), a fatal heart attack ended 
his life in a motel room in Imperial 
Beach, California. 


Born in Whitney, Texas in 1911, 
Thomas Elmer Duncan's first taste 
of real success came when he 
joined the Light Crust Doughboys in 
1932 and so began his fruitful 
connection with Bob Wills. Over the 
next fifteen years the pair 
introduced so many songs which 
are standards today, including 
‘Bubbles In My Beer’, ‘Take Me 
Back To Tulsa’, ‘New San Antonio 
Rose’ and ‘Deep Water’. The pair 
split in 1948 and Tommy pursued a 
solo career until his untimely death. 


On this album, the backing is 
provided by a five piece called Bob 
Fite & The Western Playboys, a 
swinging, honky tonk quintet of 
fiddle, steel, trumpet, bass and 
drums, who deserve further 
investigation if this set is anything to 
go by. The songs here are an 
interesting collection, including 
material by Kokomo Arnold, Arthur 
‘Big Boy’ Crudup, Fred Rose and 
Tommy himself. 


A must for all fans of swing, country 
and western and even blues, the 
album is available from Longhorn 
Records, PO Box 1995, Studio City, 
CA91604. 


Noel Casey. 


RALPH STANLEY & THE 


CLINCH MOUNTAIN BOYS 
LIVE IN JAPAN 
Rebel REB 2202 

HOW MOUNTAIN GIRLS CAN LOVE; LEATHER 
BRITCHES; SITTING ON TOP OF THE WORLD; 
LOVE ME DARLING JUST TONIGHT; CLINCH 
MOUNTAIN BACKSTEP; UNCLE PEN; 
MEMORIES OF MOTHER; LITTLE MAGGIE: 
LISTEN TO THE MOCKIN’ BIRD; RIDIN’ THAT 
MIDNIGHT TRAIN; BABY GIRL; SOURWOOD 
MOUNTAIN; | SAW THE LIGHT; ORANGE 
BLOSSOM SPECIAL; BLUE MOON OF 
KENTUCKY; LONG JOURNEY HOME; PRETTY 
POLLY; DAYBREAK IN TOKYO; ALL THE 
GOOD TIMES ARE PAST AND GONE; HOW 
FAR TO LITTLE ROCK; MOUNTAIN DEW; 
RANK STRANGER; WALKIN’ IN MY SLEEP; 
MAN OF CONSTANT SORROW; | HEAR A 
CHOO CHOO COMING; OLD COUNTRY 
CHURCH; HARD TIMES; WHITE DOVE; OLD 
TIME PICKIN’. 


Over eighty minutes of music, 
twenty-nine songs and tunes 
recorded in Tokyo on Wednesday 5 
May 1971. This set was originally 
released in Japan in the early 
seventies for a limited amount of 
time, then became a scarce 
collectors item. 

Rebel Records of Virginia do 
bluegrass fans a great service with 
this release by Ralph, along with 
one of the best editions of the Clinch 
Mountain Boys. Hear the superb 
voice of Roy Lee Centers on things 
like ‘Choo Choo Coming’, with its 
uncanny likeness to that of the late 
Carter Stanley. Bassist Jack Cooke 
contributes great vocals on ‘Blue 
Moon Of Kentucky’ and of course, 
the fine fiddle of Curly Ray Cline is 
always there. ‘Listen To The 
Mockin’ Bird’ is a real showpiece. 
Then there's Ralph Stanley with the 
classics like ‘Clinch Mountain 
Backstep’ and ‘Daybreak In Dixie’, 
here called ‘Daybreak In Tokyo’. 


| hope this album gets into your local 
record shop, but if not, try your 
nearest specialist store. This is an 
essential purchase, particularly for 
folks who are going back into this 
kind of music having been 
introduced to bluegrass through the 
recent success of people like Ricky 


seis Noel Casey. 


GEORGE JONES 
LIVE AT DANCETOWN USA 
Del Rio CH 156 

WHITE LIGHTNING: SOMETHING | 
DREAMED: ACHING, BREAKING HEART; 
WINDOW UP ABOVE: BONY MORONIE: SHE 
THINKS | STILL CARE: RIO CITY CHIMES; 
ACCIDENTALLY ON PURPOSE; WHO SHOT 
SAM: PANHANDLE RAG; RAGGED BUT 
RIGHT; JOLE BLON: WHERE DOES A LITTLE 
TEAR COME FROM: BIG HARLAN TAYLOR: 
SHE'S LONESOME AGAIN: THE RACE IS ON. 


It has taken about twenty years to 
get this album to the starting blocks 
andit can be said, ‘never before has 
such a time been worth waiting for, 
until now’! Informative sleeve notes 
tell the listener why it has taken so 
long and makes worthwhile reading. 


Two special guests have been 
included, Buddy Emmons and 
Rufus Thibideaux, with their own 
offerings from way back. Many of the 
songs can be considered dated, but 
the magic of George Jones and The 
Jones Boys relive fond memories of 
when country was country, with no 
need for misleading descriptions of 
what is and what isn’t country. 


Many DJs have been taking their 
own private census as to their 
programme listeners’ opinions on 
whether the old is better than the 
new. | have a feeling that the Del Rio 
label must have heard their little bird 
whisper ‘give us the oldies’, for with 
sister label Ace Records, the 
company is doing exactly that. | do 
believe it could be a winner. 


Dave Hendry. 


THE JUDDS 
ROCKIN’ WITH THE RHYTHM 
RCA 
HAVE MERCY; GRANDPA; WORKIN’ IN THE 
COAL MINE; IF | WERE YOU; ROCKIN’ WITH 
THE RHYTHM OF THE RAIN; TEARS FOR YOU; 
CRY MYSELF TO SLEEP; RIVER ROLL ON; | 
WISH SHE WOULDN'T TREAT YOU THAT 
WAY; DREAM CHASER. 


I've heard the Judds described as a 
‘phenomenon in country music’. A 
powerful statement you must agree, 
but | feel even that understates this 
duo. Wynonna and Naomi didn’t 
begin their career in earnest until 
1984 and, during that short period, 
each of their five single record 
releases have reached the number 
one chart position. 

I'm sure you'll recall ‘Mama He's 
Crazy’, ‘Why Not Me’, ‘Girl's Night 
Out’ and ‘Love Is Alive’, all culled 
from the number one rated, million 
selling album ‘Why Not Me’. The 
Judds'’ fifth number one single is 
‘Have Mercy’, an uptempo Paul 
Kennerley song and the opening 
track of ‘Rockin’ With The Rhythm’. | 
can say with confidence there will 
definitely be more number one chart 
singles selected from this collection 
and it’s an easy task, for each and 
every track on this album is stamped 
‘quality’. 

The Judds' voices have a special 
sort of magic, an ability to sound as 
one, though each is an individual. 
That may sound a little profound, 
but it’s true. Take a close listen to 
‘River Roll On’, where the 
harmonies are so close that, at 
times it sounds like a single strong 
voice. Overdubbing could never get 
this effect, it's so natural. 


Lee Dorsey’s old hit ‘Workin’ In The 
Coal Mine’ is a great example of 
this, or ‘| Wish She Wouldn't Treat 
You That Way’, with the occasional 
Jews harp adding that cute twang. 


This really is the most beautiful of 
albums, deserving listening to again 
and again, which is exactly what I'm 
Going: Pete Smith. 


Eds. Comments: Definitely one of my ‘Desert 
Island Discs’. Every track a winner 


SAWYER BROWN 
SHAKIN’ 
Capitol EST 2001 

WHEN YOUR HEART GOES (WOO, WOO, 
WOO); THE SECRETARY'S SONG; HEART 
DON’T FALL NOW: SHAKIN’; SHARIN’ THE 
MOONSHINE; BETTY’S BEIN’ BAD: | 
BELIEVE; LONELY GIRLS; THAT'S A NO NO: 
BILLY DOES YOUR BULLDOG BITE 


Sawyer Brown are a five piece, 
high energy group, fronted by the 
exuberant Mark Miller. Their music 
and presentation is aimed at 
capturing the attention of the 
younger generation, at which (in 
America), they seem to be 
succeeding admirably. 


The five tracks written by Mark 
Miller, along with the album's 
producer Randy Scruggs, vary 
from bouncy numbers like ‘When 
Your Heart Goes (Woo, Woo, 
Woo)' and ‘Shakin’, to the more 
pensive ‘Lonely Girls’. 

‘Betty’s Bein’ Bad’, written by one 
of my favourite ladies, Marshall 
Chapman, really rocks along with 
some real boogie piano. 


I'm not really sure that Sawyer 
Brown's style will mean all that 
much to the traditionally minded, 
more conservative British fans, but 
for those who fancy a cross 
between Alabama and the 
Osmonds, | think Sawyer Brown fill 
that gap quite nicely. 


Clive Wynes. 


DON WILLIAMS 
NEW MOVES 
Capitol EST 2004 
HEARTBEAT IN THE DARKNESS: I'LL NEVER 
BE IN LOVE AGAIN: SHOT FULL OF LOVE: WE 
GOT LOVE; SEND HER ROSES: SENORITA: 
THE LIGHT IN YOUR EYES: IT'S ABOUT TIME: 
THEN IT'S LOVE; WE'VE GOT A GOOD FIRE A 
GOIN’. 


Don Williams is the master of the 
understatement. With his laid back 
style married to easy going, 
unobtrusive backings, one tends to 
overlook at times the fact that he 
invariably picks real classy songs to 
record. 


Like all Don Williams’ albums, this 
one requires very careful listening 
to get the best out of it, as his laid 
back style never allows the songs to 
immediately grab hold of you. But, 
like a bottle of good wine, the effect 
creeps up on you. ‘New Moves’ will 
no doubt be a very popular album 
and should, like most of Don's 
records, get lots of air play, on both 
country and middle of the road radio 


Progen Clive Wynes. 


SERBS 


JAMES H ROBINSON 
| GUESS THAT'S ONLY NATURAL 
Skyhigh (Canadian Import) 


| must admit when | scanned the 
label of this single for details, | 
thought ‘James who’? | have never 
come across James H Robinson 
before and | regret that, for here we 
have a Canadian with an excellent 
country voice and a talent for fine 
songwriting. James has a voice 
that smacks somewhat of Neil 
Diamond. The same intensity and 
clarity which made the New York 
singer such a success should, (if 
there’s any justice at all) make 
Robinson a country star. 


His latest ballad contains steel, harp 
and tasteful strings, blended to 
make the record instantly 
appealing. It's worked in the USA 
and Canada (the rave reviews 
speak for themselves) and now ‘I 
Guess That's Only Natural’ is set to 
conquer the UK and Australia. 


With recordings of this calibre, there 
ain't much wrong with country just 
now. 


Pete Smith. 
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ALBUMS 


BILL MONROE & HIS BLUEGRASS BOYS 
Bluegrass Ramble — Stetson HAT 3014/HATC 3014 

JIMMY C NEWMAN — Folk Songs Of The Bayou 

Country — Stetson HAT 3013/HATC 3013 

RAY PRICE—The Honky Tonk Years 1951-53 — 
Rounder (USA) RSS 22/- 

LEROY PULLINS — I'm A Nut (The Original) — Bear 

Family/Rollercoaster BFX 15218/- 


RATTLESNAKE ANNIE — Country Livin’ — 
Rattlesnake RATTLE 2020/- 

ERNEST TUBB — The Daddy Of 'Em All — Stetson 
HAT 3015/HATC 3015 


VARIOUS — San Antonio Saturday Night (Inc. Flaco 
Jiminez) — Sonet SNTF 933/- 

JIMMY WAKELY — Santa Fe Trail — Stetson HAT 
3012/HATC 3012 

GINNY WRIGHT — Whirlwind, The Fabor Recordings 
Vol.1 — Bear Family/Rollercoaster BFX 15188/- 
DWIGHT YOAKAM — Guitars, Cadillacs, Etc. Etc. — 
Warner Brothers 9253721/9253724 

BRIAN GOLBEY & NICK STRUTT — Last Train 

South — Waterfront WF 011/- 

WAYLON JENNINGS — Will The Wolf Survive — MCA 
MCF 3308/- 

BILL KEITH & JIM ROONEY — The Collection — 
Waterfront WF 04/- 

OAK RIDGE BOYS — Seasons — MCA MCF 3307/- 
PETER ROWAN & TEX LOGAN — Rivalry — 


Waterfront WF 012/- 

VARIOUS — The Usual Suspects — Waterfront WF 
101/- 

THE GATLIN BROTHERS — Greatest Hits — Spot 
SPC 8576 


CRYSTAL GAYLE — Miss The Mississippi — CBS 
32767/40-32767 

MARTY ROBBINS — Some Memories Just Won't 

Die — Spot SPC 8577 

SMOKEY ROBINSON — Smoke Signals — Motown 
ZL 72394/ZK 72394 

TAMMY WYNETTE— Only Lonely Sometimes — 
Spot SPC 8578 


ROSANNE CASH — | Don't Know Why/You Don't 
Want Me/What You Gonna Do About It — CBS A6808 
ROLY DANIELS — Let's Leave The Lights On 
Tonight/Hey Lord, It's Me — Mint CHEW 104 
BRENDAN SHINE — Loneliness/(Accordion 
Instrumental) — Play PLAY 206 

CARROLL BAKER — It Always Hurts Like The First 
Time/TBA — Tembo UK TML 113 

GEORGE STRAIT — The Chair/In Too Deep — MCA 
1036 


TANIA TUCKER — Girls Like Me — Capitol EST 
2007/TC-EST 2007 

SLIM WHITMAN — Birmingham Jail And Other 
Country Artists — Camden CDM 1018/CAM 1018 
RODNEY DILLIARD — Silver Dollar City — Flying 
Fish (USA) FF 369/- 


COMPACT DISCS 


KENNY ROGERS — The Heart Of The Matter — RCA 
PD 87023 


JOHNNY CASH — Johnny Cash — Pickwick PCD 813 
VARIOUS — Country Legends — Pickwick PCD 816 


SINGLES 


GLEN CAMPBELL — Just A Matter Of Time/Gene Autry 
My Hero — Atlantic A9600 

GARY MORRIS — Try Getting Over You/Back In Her 
Arms Again — Warner Brothers W8720 

ANNE MURRAY — Now And Forever (You And Me)/I 
Don't Wanna Spend Another Night Without You — 
Capitol CL 391 

POACHER — You Are No Angel/TBA — Ritz RITZ 139 
JAMES TAYLOR — You've Got A Friend — Fire And 
Rain — Old Gold OG 9576 


ANN BREEN — Pal Of My Cradle Days/Love Is 
Teasin' — Homespun HS 052 


BOBBY BUCK/IAN BOTHAM/POACHER — Take Time 

To Care/lan, Viv And Me — Spartan BOTH 1 

RAY LYNAM — To Be Lovers/Winter Time — Ritz 
RITZ 145 

BOB SEGER & THE SILVER BULLET BAND — 
American Storm/Fortunate Son — Capitol CL 396 


HANK WILLIAMS JR. — Ain't Misbehavin'/I've Been 
Around — Warner Brothers W8794 


OOOOOOO00 
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Jeffrey & Howard Kruger present 
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ATRE BOX OFFICES 


New Venue For 1986 


The festival is moving to Nether 
Ollerbrook Farm, situated in the 
scenic Edale Valley, 1 mile from 
the village of Edale. Concerts 
will be in the barn outside a tent 
area. The site will provide 
facilities for food, beer, toilets, 
camping and caravans, parking, 
and a one-way system from and 
to the Edale Road. 


Please Note: Bring personal seating 
such as Lawn Chairs etc. 


Tickets 

On sale at the entrance. or in 
advance from Eve Morris. 

18, Powell St., Harrogate, 
Yorkshire. Tel: 0423-508081 
Cheques should be made 
payable to Edale Bluegrass 
Festival, plus a S.A.E. Friday £4 
Saturday £8, Sunday £2, 
Weekend Ticket £8, Children 
V2 price. 


Enquiries 

Contact Steve Read, Grindstone, 
Litton Mill, Buxton, Derbyshire. 
Tel: 0298-871645 


CAMPING AND 
CARAVANS 


By courtesy of the 
Farmer, Derek Sowerby, 
£1.00 per Person Per Night. 


CAMPSITE PICKING 
SESSIONS ALL 
HOURS OF 

DAY AND NIGHT! 


THE RETURN OF 
BILLIE JO 


@ POPULAR songstress Billie Jo 
Spears returns to Britain this 
month to tour with Bobby Bare, 
with a brand new MCA/Dot record 
contract under her belt. 


@ Ofcourse Billie Jo’s careerhas 

been well documented, but for any 
relatively new country music fans 

who may be unaware of them, we 

have listed some details here. 


@ Brenda was born in Beaumont, 
Texas in 1938 and started her 
serious singing at school and 
church socials. She made her 
professional debut at the age of 
thirteen on the ‘Louisiana Hayride’ 
TV show singing ‘Too Old For Toys, 
Too Young For Boys’ and, although 
she also recorded the song, it 
didn’t really ‘take off’ (maybe 
because a young Brenda Lee, at 
the same time, was claiming a lot 
of attention). 


@ However, as her teenage years 
progressed, she moved to 
Tennessee where she recorded 
several songs for United Artists, 
one, ‘Easy To Be Evil’ actually 
making a small impression on the 
country charts. But, a few years on, 
Billie was still singing in 
nightclubs. Then she signed with 
Capitol Records and found chart 
success with ‘He’s Got More Love 
In His Little Finger’, ‘Mr Walker, 
It’s All Over’ and ‘Marty Grey’. 


@ Billie Jo stayed with Capitol for 
a number of years before rejoining 
United Artists in 1974, then, under 
the guidance of one of country’s 
most successful record producers, 
Larry Butler, her career lifted 
beyond country music with the 
song ‘Blanket On The Ground’, 
written by Roger Bowling taking 
her to the top of the USA popular 
music chart. 


MUSIC IN THE HILLS! 


PROGRAMME 


FRIDAY MAY 30th. 


Concert in the Barn. 8.00pm. to 
12.00pm. 
M.C. Bev Williams. £4.00 


SATURDAY MAY 3ist. 


Instrumental Contests. 10.30am. to 
12.30pm. Outside tent if fine. Banjo, 
Fiddle, Mandolin & Guitar. Two tunes 
each plus backup. A special prize this 
year for the most entertaining 
rendition. M.C. Bev Williams £1.00 


Bluegrass Concert. 2.30pm. to 
5.00pm. Inside the Barn, outside tent 
if fine. M.C. Tom Travis £3.00 


Bluegrass Concert. 8.00pm. to 
12.00pm. In the Barn. 
M.C. Bev Williams. £4.00 


SUNDAY JUNE Ist. 


Gospel Show. 10.30am to 12.30pm. 
Tent or Barn. 
M.C. John Bennett £2.00 


Guitar Workshop. 10.3Uam. Chris 
Moreton, Tent or Barn. £1.00 


Banjo Workshop. 11.30am. Bill 
Forster, Tent or Barn. £1.00 


Further Workshops, Demonstrations 
etc. will be announced later. 


THE GRANT STREET 
STRING BAND U.S.A. 


PLUS 


Acme Country Band, Rugby. 
Buffalo Bluegrass Band, Devon. 
Chevin Ramblers, Leeds. 
Country Grass, Redcar. 
Double Eagle Band, Peacehaven. 
Down County Boys, Coventry. 
Fingers And Co., Hants. 
Free Mexican Airforce, Derbyshire. 
Grant Street String Band, California. 
Jalapeno Pickers, Gwent. 
Rainy City Bluegrass Boys, 
eae aeons 
unaway String Band, Edin 5 
Sound In Mind, Leeds. i 
Strange Relations, Northants. 
Thrift Brothers, Bournemouth. 
Tom Travis Bluegrass Band, 
Manchester. 


nage TCesTER BNW 


BOBBY BARE 
NEWS 


@ Amajor figure on the American 
country/pop music scene for more 
than three decades, Bobby Bare 
scored his first hit in 1958 with ‘All 
American Boy’ (released, 
unknown to him at the time, under 
the name of Bill Parsons by the 
record label). Five years later he 

- won a Grammy Award for ‘Detroit 
City’, a song that was a country/ 
pop crossover hit before the term 


@ Inthe UK, ‘Blanket On The 
Ground’ received much airplay on 
BBC Radio 2 and actually made the 
Top Ten singles ratings at number 
six. Her follow up, ‘WhatI’ve Got In 
Mind’ went to number four over 
here a year later. 


@ Billie Jo has done various tours 
of Britain, one of her most 
successful being with the 
‘Ambassador of Country Music’, 
George Hamilton IV. She also 
performed at the 1977 and 1979 
Wembley Festivals and was at the 
Peterborough Festival last year. 


@ Other well known Billie Jo hits 
include ‘57 Chevrolet’ (a firm 
favourite with her many fans), ‘All! 
Have To Do Is Dream’, ‘Tennessee 
Waltz’, ‘For The Good Times’ and 
‘Cryin’ Time’, all of which you can 
bet will be in demand from her 
legions of followers this time 
around. 


became commonplace and further 
‘across the board’ successes 
followed with ‘Shame On Me’, 
‘Four Strong Winds’ and ‘500 
Miles’. 


@ Very much a trendsetter, Bare 
produced and recorded country 
music’s first concept albums and 
became Nashville’s first artiste to 
attain total artistic control of his 
product. He has turned to good 
friend and renowned cartoonist 
Shel Silverstein for songs and 
collaborated with him on a number 
of albums, including the much 
acclaimed ‘Lullabies, Legends 
And Lies’ and ‘Down And Dirty’. He 
was also among the first to record 
material by such as Kris 
Kristofferson, Tom T Hall, Don 
Schlitz, Guy Clark and Rodney 
Crowell. 


@ To date, Bobby Bare has 
recorded more than forty albums 
and scored some seventy chart 
single successes. During recent 
years, he has developed fresh 
talents by hosting the TV series 
‘Bobby Bare And Friends’ for the 
Nashville Network, a series that 
attracted both critical and public 
acclaim and, among its many 
achievements during the past 
three years, was a Gold Medal 
winner in 1984’s International 
Film and Television Festival, New 
York. 


JERRY JEFF AND 
GUY GIVEA 
PERFECT START TO 
EASTER 


@ EVERY so often there is so 
much country, so many shows and 
$o much going on that you can get 
a little punch drunk by it all, get 
fuzzy round the edges and maybe 
wonder if it’s all worthwhile. 

. .. Then you find that special 
‘small’ show, no great promotion, 
no great fuss, no TV, no press 
conferences, just good, original 
music, offered by people who are 
obviously playing what they want 
to play, the only way they know 
how. It is at those times that you 
know why you trudge round show 
after show, This was one of those 
hights. 


@ The decor was wall to wall 
people in the music room at the 
Half Moon, Putney! There | was, 
surrounded by people who | am 
Sure knew more about the music of 
the two acts than | did, despite the 
fact | had seen them both perform 
in the States. 


@ Before | went | wondered if 
each man, merely performing solo 
with his own guitar, might seem to 
be missing the excitement and 
fullness a band generally gives 
them, but the simple self backing 
merely emphasised what they 
were singing. 


@ They are totally different in 
approach, with Guy Clark probably 
the better songwriter of the two. 
His lyrics almost paint pictures for 
you of the characters he is 
portraying. Songs like ‘LA 
Freeway’, ‘Last Gunfighter Ballad’ 
and ‘Desperadoes Waiting For A 
Train’, show why so many other 
artistes record his songs and, even 
with just that guitar ‘Texas Cookin’ 
did just that . . . it cooked. His 
hour and a quarter was soon over, 
to loud cheers. 


@ Jerry Jeff Walker has more 
magnetism on the stage as far as 
I'm concemed. His singing 
(almost talking) style, with a lived- 
in (almost lived-out) voice on 
songs like ‘I Feel Like I'm Getting 
Old’, or ‘Charlie Done’, seem 
almost perfect for the lyrics 
concemed and, when he changed 
the tempo and feel, the audience 
all joined in on songs like ‘Up 
Against The Wall’, ‘Redneck 
Mother’, ‘London Homesick Blues’ 
and ‘Mr Bojangles’. He closed with 
two encores. 


@ | feel perhaps the sheer make 
up of artistes like this prevents 
them from being superstars in the 
glitter/pop world at the top end of 
the market. But, if the pub crowds 
will pay enough money to bring 
them over | wonder why the 
country music club fans will not? | 
know they played Wembley, but 
it's nothing like seeing them ina 
setting where they manage to tum 
a London pub into a honky tonk! 
They both promised to return soon 
and I for one hope it’s a promise 


they keep!. Mick Green. 


FIREWATER 
. .. going places fast! 


@ WHEN a band plays a private party 
for a gathering of BBC TV producers, 
executives and technical staff, you can 
assume that the listening will be fairly 
critical. When you take into account 
the normally ‘superior’ (or perhaps we 
might say supercillious) attitude 
adopted by some ‘media wise’ folks to 
the mention of country music, you 
might expect a hard day’s night. When 
you discover that one of those present 
is Mike Appleton (he of ‘Whistle Test’ 
and ‘Live Aid’ honours amongst 
many), you had better be good. 


@ When within two months of the gig, 
you pick up at least three extra 
bookings from the recommendation of 
those present, you can assume that at 
least you gave value for money. 
Firewater certainly did when they 
played in the fabulous setting of the 
Steam Museum at Kew, for a Western 
theme shindig hosted by the team 
from ‘Lovelaw’, a forthcoming BBC TV 
series about love, sex and marriage. 
(Firewater applied for jobs as 
technical advisers, but were politely 
told to get on with the music)! 


@ Getting on with the music is no 
problem for the young band at the 
moment. Already voted ‘Band Of The 
Year’ at several clubs up and down the 
country, their first album, released on 
the Sundown label, will reputedly 
receive the full record company 
support so often missing behind British 
country acts. 


@ Apparently, so convinced of 
Firewater's potential, Nigel Moulden, 
head of the Magnum Group who own 
Sundown, released a single on 11 April 
ahead of the LP, ‘Crazy’ (SDS 003). 
Promotional backing comes from Don 
Percival, who will work Radio 2 and 
television and Tony Peters of the 
song’s publisher, Acuff Rose, who 
must have heard every version of 
‘Crazy’ that’s ever been done. Press 
and PR for Firewater is being handled 
by Warren Davies of ‘Country 
Communication Team’, who first 
recommended them for the ‘Lovelaw’ 
gig. 


@ When he was approached by the 
organiser to suggest a band, Davies 
admits, ‘I had never actually heard the 
boys live. | had listened to tapes and 
had several meetings with Jimmy 
Nichols, their lead singer and guitarist. 
But, from Jimmy's super-pro attitude, 
the sound on the tapes and the brief that 
the organisers gave me, | knew 
Firewater would not let me down.’ 


@ Seems they didn’t. To use the 
expression Nigel Moulden first used 
when he heard the final mix for the 
album, ‘Firewater have delivered’. All! 
have to do now is persuade Mike 
Appleton that they merit a spot on his 
show. Otherwise | shall spread a 
rumour that | saw him dancing to 
“Crystal Chandeliers’. 


@ (Firewater's album ‘Brand New 
Vintage’ (SDLP 031), review next 
month). 


NOTHING BUT THE BEST FOR HI-FI VIDEOS 


@ CALLING all Hi-Fi Video users! 
Fuji’s new Super Hi-Fi 
Videocassette range comes on 
stream in April and with it, say the 
manufacturers, the assurance of 
better sound reproduction than 
ever. 


@ This new range from Fuji 
comes in four lengths - 2 hrs-VHS 
E-120; 2 hrs 10 mins-Beta L-500; 
3 hrs-VHS E-180; 3 hrs 10 mins- 
Beta L-750. 


@ The crisp and powerful sound 
you will get from your Hi-Fi video 
will really do justice to the 
investment, thanks to Fuji’s 
development of an exclusive four 
layer tape construction and the 
dramatic reduction in modulation 
noise. Now you can turn up the 
volume in the knowledge that the 
‘noise’ will not follow suit, so you 
hear only the sounds you want to 
hear. 


@ Fuji’s new tapes also feature 
built-in protection against dust 
build-up and ‘flaking’ and their 
unique Duroback coating makes 
them last longer. 


@ Look out for the sleek silver 
packaging at good videocassette 
dealers everywhere. 


@ WORLD renowned New 
England instrument manufacturers 
M V Pedulla, are to make their 
instruments available in Britain 
during the coming weeks, in an 
exclusive deal struck with The 
Bass Centre of Wapping, London, 
who become the official UK 
distributors of Pedulla 
instruments. 


@ Initially, only basses will be 
imported and it was making these 
instruments that won the Pedulla 
Brothers their hard earned 
reputation as being among the 
finest hand builders on the East 
Coast of America. 


@ Pedulla instruments have 
already drawn favourable 
comments from users such as Pat 
Metheny, sideman Mark Egan and 
Pino Palladino. In particular, 
praise has been heaped upon the 
Pedullas’ ‘Buzz’ bass, which is 
now regarded as ‘state of the art’ 
in fretless circles. 
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NEWTOWN POWYS 
Friday to Sunday, 30th May - Ist June 


Further Information from D.V. Poole, 
Stampede Organiser, c/o Bear Hotel, 
Newtown, Powys. Tel. 0686 26639 


TOD CODY’S WILD WEST SHOW - PUNCH & JUDY’ 
INDIAN DANCING - HORSE SHOW - AXE RACING 
IT’S A KNOCKOUT - RAFT RACING 

DECORATED PREMISES - GRAND PARADE 


TROTTING RACES - FUN FAIR 
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BIG DRIVE OF CATTLE AND SHEEP 


MEDICINE SHOW - TUGS OF WAR - SIDE SHOWS 
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VHS 


@ The new HI-Fi Videocassette 
from Fuji, in both VHS and Beta 


@ Ted & Michael Pedulla of Pedulla Guitars 
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ALREADY SPREADI 


BUDD YHOLLYS 
CRICKETS, 


LYNN ANDERSON, 
JIM GLASER 


JEAN SHEPARD 


Plus RATTLESNAKE ANNIE 


RUSTY (KOKO THE 
COUNTRY CLOWN) ADAMS - 


And still more to be added 
to Peterborough Line-Up. 


@ THE CRICKETS, Buddy Holly's backing outfit, 
who were the pattern on which so many of our 
young rock ‘n’ roll bands modelled themselves 
in the late fifties and early sixties, have been 


BRENDA PLAYS VEGAS INSTEAD 


@ BRENDA LEE, who was officially announced last 
month, has since accepted a Las Vegas 
engagement at the time of the Peterborough 
Weekend. 

‘When dealing with artistes at this level,’ said 
Jeffrey Kruger, ‘it makes life very difficult for the 
promoter when he reports a contract in good faith, 
only to be put in this sort of position when the 
artiste accepts a more lucrative offer.’ 


— Camp Site, ——— 


@ The camping and caravan sites will 
be available as before, on Potter's 


Way. 


Facilities For 
Disabled, 


NG TO THREE DAYS 


(Saturday 23-Sunday 24-Monday 25 August). 


HANK AND KITTY WON'T FLY 


@ Joining an increasing number of American 
acts who are concerned about International air 
Safety, HANK THOMPSON and KITTY WELLS wil/ not 
now make the Peterborough trip. Both artistes 
were in touch with the Kruger Organisation within 
days of the recent TWA bomb disaster, stating 
that, under current conditions, they did not intend 
to make any International flights. 


Trade Stands 


@ Discussion: surrounding trade 
stands has been quashed by the 
announcement that there will be the 
usual open stands and sales sites 
available to traders. Prices will be 
announced shortly. Meanwhile, 
previous or potential new traders can 
contact Malcolm Cooke on 


added to the line-up for this year’s Peterborough 
Country Music Festival. 


@ Playing on the Saturday afternoon concert, 
the Crickets add emphasis to the vintage rock ‘n’ 
roll. rockabilly feel of that show created by the 
inclusion of artistes like CHAS & DAVEand DWIGHT 
YOAKAM. 


® /n addition to the Crickets, Jeffrey Kruger has 
announced RICKY VALANCE for the same show. 
Valance, who was another ‘heart-throb’ teen 
artiste of the early sixties, will be remembered for 


EXTRA DATE 


@ Full details of the Monday 
programme will be available for next 
month's edition, but other points 
which have been clarified include 
arena entertainments, site facilities 


@ Atleast two toilets for the disabled 
will be included on the site plan, as 
several letters have been received, 
pointing out that one is hardly adequate 
because of the long walks involved. 


The Catering 


@ Catering points will be ata variety of 
positions on the site, but, as mentioned 
last month, will be carefully placed, to 
avoid intrusion on the enjoyment of 
concert ticket holders. 


Peterborough (0733) 68931 (ext 2120). 


@ The organisers have had 
discussions with larger organisations 
who required more substantial trade 
stands and those possibilities are 
being looked at. 

‘But,’ said Warren Davies, ‘these 
would be in addition to, not instead of, 
facilities for the smaller trader whose 
Costs are so important.’ 


Etc. 


his hit with ‘Tell Laura | Love Her’. Sis 
and trade/exhibition stands. 


@ LYNN ANDERSON, who nas been working on a 
new stage show under the guidance of the same 
management team who handle ED BRUCE, will join 
Ed on the Sunday night stage. 


@ On the Sunday afternoon show, TOM T HALL, 
JIMMY C NEWMAN and RATTLESNAKE ANNIE wil! be 
joined by JEAN SHEPARD and her SECOND FIDDLES 
BAND. Joe Fish of Piccadilly will be pleased to hear 
that KOKO THE COUNTRY CLOWN (RUSTY ADAMS) has 
also been added to the bill. 


®@ Saturday night bill-topper GEORGE STRAIT has 
amassed six number one records, two gold 
albums, been named ‘Male Vocalist Of The Year’, 
‘Singles Artiste Of The Year’ and had the CMA 
‘Album Of The Year’ all within the short space of 
four years. When he actually-finds-time-to-attend. 
award ceremonies is a mystery however, 
because he also averages more than two hundred 
show days every year! 


7 ot 
@ Ed Bruce, pictured with a feline fan. We know that Sunday night 
star Ed is aheavyweight as far as country music is concerned, but 


is there any truth in the rumour that the promoters have had to book 
a larger seat for this ‘giant’ in the front of the aeroplane? 


se ae ae. 


@ = «Kruger Organisation 
@ At time of going to press, the Kruger in negotiation with DOTTIE WEST 
Organisation was in negotiation with DOTTIE WEST 
to join the massive bill for the three day country 
show and they announced that JIM GLASER, 
whose stage and recording career have gone 
from strength to strength recently, will appear on 


the Sunday night show. 
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taking advantage of the advance four-show 
booking price of £50. However, we cannot keep 
that offer open indefinitely. So, to ensure that 
bulletin page readers get the best value for 
money, they should apply as soon as possible. 


ADVANCE TICKET PRICES OFFER 
PRIORITY SEATS FOR 


@ Some of the best seats are at present being 
held for ‘Country Music Round Up’ readers 


@ THE tearjerker was once very popular in country music, 
but since 1981 when Red Sovine made number four on the 
British chart with ‘Teddy Bear’, I've not heard a one that fits 
this particular description. That is until | received ‘I'm Tying 
The Leaves’, recorded by our own Mel Hague. Mel has taken 
hold of an old song, added new words and music and come up 
with a semi-narrative that should appeal to every sentimental 
ear in the country (even outside of the country fraternity, if you 
see what | mean)! | can see this one doing very well on 
request programmes. The flip side features ‘Nothing To Say’, 
a sing-a-long Hague original. If you're having difficulty 
getting your copy, contact OGB Records, 37 Wroot Road, 
Finningley, Doncaster, DNS 3DS. 


@ ‘The Rolling Stone’, America's top popular music journal, 
have released details of their 1985 survey. In the country 
music category, readers put Willie Nelson at the top, followed 
by Kenny Rogers, Alabama, Neil Young and the Judds. Nelson 
won by a mile, polling more than twice as many votes as 
Rogers, his nearest rival. However, the magazine's critics 
disagreed with the readers. Their choice was the Judds. The 
fourth successful concert artiste in the States last year was 
Kenny Rogers. His eighty concert appearances grossed a 
phenomenal $19.8 million. Willie Nelson came seventh, his 
ninety-seven shows grossing £14.5 million. 


@ Lee Greenwood, who is rated in the top ten contemporary 
country artistes league, saw his new album ‘Streamline’ 
claim the number one spot. The album has so far spawned 
two top singles, ‘| Don’t Mind The Thoms’ and ‘Don't 
Underestimate My Love For You’. Meanwhile, Lee’s ‘Greatest 
Hits’ collection still sits comfortably in the top thirty after 
almost year on the chart. Greenwood, who has been touring 
with Kenny Rogers, will be visiting the UK in the not too 
distant future. 

Talking of tours, trendsetting Bobby Bare will be in the UK this 
month. Bobby has been in the business for almost thirty 
years, has recorded more than forty albums and enjoyed 
Seventy hit singles, some of which will appear on the new 
twenty track compilation ‘The Best Of Bobby Bare’ 
\'Nightflite). Bobby's British dates in May are:- 

‘Assembly Hall, Worthing (9th); Poole Art Centre (10th); The 
Forum, Hatfield (11th); St. David's Hall, Cardiff (13th); 
National Club, London (14th); Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 
(15th); Lakeside Country Club, Frimley Green (16th); Ritz 
Theatre, Lincoln (17th); Apollo Theatre, Oxford (18th); Music 
Hall, Aberdeen (20th); Southport Theatre (21st); Davenport 
Theatre, Stockport (23rd); Sands Centre, Carlisle (24th): 
Newcastle City Hall (25th); Gaumont Theatre, Ipswich (26th); 
The Orchard, Dartford (28th) and Royal Centre, Nottingham 
(30th). 


——e 


ON:-WIL ALA M 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


@ Currently one of our most successful solo club artistes is 
Jim Ryder, a Clwyd based singer who gained four ‘Top Solo’ 
awards in 1985 at venues spread around the UK, plus one for 
‘Most Requested Artiste’. Jim's helped by a very 
professional approach to the business. He produces a good 
press kit and is not afraid to travel. This has brought Ryder 
into contact with many audiences that appreciate his honest 
efforts on stage. Although influenced by the Texas singers, 
dJim’s repertoire includes everything from Red Sovine to 
Peter Rowan. 


@ Another British act receiving a lot of media attention (and 
not just the country press) is R Cajun & The Zydeco Brothers, 
a seven piece from Derby, who feature all the classic cajun 
instruments. The band have numerous radio and TV shows to 
their credit, whilst their album ‘Bayou Rhythms’ 


(Moonraker) was the featured ‘Album Of The Week’ on Pat — 


Savant’s ‘Cajun Music Show’ on station KNEK out of 
Louisiana. Coals to Newcastle, but quite an achievement, 
I'm sure you'll agree! 


@ Old stager Clinton Ford is enjoying a new lease of life 
thanks to country music. Ford, who has been touring 
extensively with West Virginia and getting capacity 
audiences, is in the studios this month to record a gig album 
for the Outlet label, with two more albums (one for a major 
label) expected before the end of the year. 


@ Another name from the past is Leapy Lee, who enjoyed 
hits with ‘Little Arrows’ (1968) and ‘Good Morning (1969). 
Now | don’t want you to think that this is another faded pop 
star trying to make a comeback through country music, that 
would be grossly unfair. In 1970, Decca America issued an 
album, ‘Leapy Lee’, which was very country orientated and 
featured such songs as ‘Ruby Don’t Take Your Love To Town’ 
and ‘Tupelo Mississippi Flash’. | lost track of Lee until 1976 
when Bell Records issued the excellent ‘Every Road Leads 
Back To You’, a solidly country effort, containing such songs 
as Steve Goodman's ‘City Of New Orleans’, John Durrill's 
‘European Flowers Don't Grow In The USA’ and 
Kristofferson’s ‘Jody And The Kid’. The other nine tracks 
were originals, of which Leapy's own compositions ‘Honey 
Go Drift’ enjoyed success as a single. Leapy Lee is now 
based in Majorca, but I'm told he will be touring here 
through September and October, supported by the Rogue 
Band. 

@ Also making a welcome return in November is tne 
American singer/songwriter Linda Cassady, who will no 
doubt be bringing her new album along with her. 


@ That's it for this month. Remember, Keep on Keepin’ On. 


3! SUBSCRIBERS 
CAN WIN THIS 
SUPER NEW 
COUNTRY 
ALBUM 


Every month we are now 
offering new subscribers the 
chance to win a country 
album in our monthly draw. If 
you are already a subscriber 
and due for renewal, don’t 
worry, you will still be eligible 
for the 


FREE DRAW 
But don’t waste time, your 
subscription must be with us by 
the first of next month. For the 
subscription rates see elsewhere in 
this publication. 


Last month’s winning new 
subscription entry in our free 
draw was 
Vic Lay 
15 Perry Street 
Wendover, Buckinghamshire 
Vic wins the Gary Morris album 
“Second Hand Heart’ 


BY PETE SMITH 


BLACK SPUR 
ROAD BAND 


@ THE recently formed Black 
Spur Road Band have already 
recorded their first album, entitled 
‘Back To The Country’. Tracks 
include ‘Over The Hill’, ‘Steel 
Rag’, ‘Meet Me In Stockholm’, 
“Swinging’, ‘The Staying Kind’, 
‘Building Dreams Together’, ‘All 
Over Now’ and ‘Julie’. The album 
will also be available in cassette 
form shortly. 


@ For those not already familiar 
with the group, they consist of well 
known British country musos 
Robbo Robinson (guitar/vocals), 
Chrie Rex (bass guitar/banjo and 
vocals), Mark Taylor (lead guitar), 
Rick West (percussion) and John 
Roche (pedal steel guitar). 


@ Musically the band offer 
country songs old and new, 
including a bluegrass feature. 
They have already recorded 
sessions for BBC radio and have a 
television appearance planned for 
later in the year. Contact with the 
band can be made on 

(0933) 317579 or (0670) 760612. 


GRETA ELKIN 


@ KNOWN as Ireland’s yodelling 
queen of country music and based 
in Londonderry, Greta Elkin makes 
her first major UK tour in May, with 
sixteen dates, accompanied by 
York based group, the Rogue 
Band. 


@ For more details, telephone 
Mike and Margaret Storey on 
Huddersfield 657054/657055. 


@ | reviewed this show when it first 
opened in London and only two of the 
original London cast remain, Brian 
Protheroe who excellently reproduces 
the roll of ‘L.M.’ and Julian Littman, 
who originally played the part of 
Jackson, but for this company takes on 
the role of ‘Eddie’. 


@ Ofthe newcomers, Joe Brown is a 
household name and joined the 
London cast at a later date. You could 
be forgiven for thinking this is a one 
man show, for Joe not caly directs, 
plays the lead part and sings, he is 
also featured on guitars, mandolin, 
fiddle, piano and harmonica! But, it is 
far from a one man show and, to me, 
the outstanding success was William 
Vanderpuye as ‘Jackson’. It should be 
enough to say that his personality 
even out-bubbles Joe's! 


@ Asa first acting role, it was not too 
difficult a task for country singers 
Tammy Cline and Little Ginny. There 
can be no complaints in that direction, 
the girls even produced a bit of tap 
dancing! 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-MAY 1986 


‘PUMP BOYS 
AND DINETTES’ 
MOVE TO 
COUNTRY... 


AND ROUND 
THE COUNTRY ! 


By 
Mick Green 


@ The whole production is simple, 
light-hearted entertainment to which 
you could take the family. It’s really 
just a series of songs linked together 
with one-liner jokes. If you’re looking 
for the plot, you'll have difficulty 
finding it. If you're looking for a nice 
night's entertainment it's there for the 
price of your seat and, with these new 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all Taurus and 
Gemini people, including:- 

Sonny James & Rita Coolidge (1st); 

R C Bannon & Larry Gatlin (2nd); 

Dave Dudley (3rd); Stella Parton (4th); 
Tammy Wynette (5th); Mitch Jayne (of 
the Dillards), Lorrie Collins & 

Terry Allen (7th); Lew DeWitt & Jack 
Blanchard (8th); Hank Snow, Richie 
Furay & Paul Cotton (of Poco) & Steve 
Katz (of American Flyer) (9th); 

Duke Of Paducah, Joe Maphis & Billy 
Swan (12th); Johnny Wright (13th); 

Eddy Arnold (15th); Jesse Winchester & 
Penny De Haven (17th); 

Joe Bonsall (of the Oak Ridge Boys) & 
Rodney Dillard (18th); Mickey 

Newbury (19th); Buddy Allen (22nd); 
Mac Wiseman, Misty Morgan & Shelley 
West (23rd); Rosanne Cash (24th): 

Tom T Hall & Jessi Colter (25th); 

Hank Williams Jr. (26th); Kenny Price & 
Don Williams (27th); John Fogerty & Gary 
Stewart (28th); Johnny Gimble (30th); 
Johnny Paycheck (31st). 


country names in the cast, the show 
has a more overall country feel, albeit 
some of it on the rocky side. 


@ Stand out songs for me were the 
whole cast in ‘Drinkin’ Shoes’, ‘Be 
Good Or Be Gone’ from Tammy, ‘Mona’ 
from Brian and ‘The Night Dolly Parton 
Was Almost Mine’ by William. 
Although none of them are actual 
showstoppers, the whole thing keeps 
buzzing along nicely and allows all the 
cast to show their musical ability. (But, 
what happened to the song ‘Farmer's 
Tan’)? 


@ The touring version did not get off to 
a good start, with the original opening 
night delayed due to technical troubles. 
They also seemed to have trouble on 
the early nights with the radio mikes 
and one evening the whole area around 
the theatre was sealed off due to a gun 
Seige. But, that is all in the past and by 
the time this is published they will still 
have Bromley, Winchester, Swindon 
and Belfast to play. It’s not country, but 
it's a nice night out for country fans, so 
look it up. 
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‘C.M.R.U. 1986 House Party package 


@ ATTENDING CMRU Easter 
Weekend House Parties is habit 
forming and should carry a health 
warning . . . ‘Non-conformists are in 
danger of being countryfied’! 

When the Eds said anything could and 
probably would happen, it did! 


@ Acommon view given by the vast 
majority, some first time attenders, 
others by now seasoned campaigners 
with an endless source of energy, was 
that this would be the best of the now 
traditional ‘Country Conventions’ at 
the Ladbroke Hotel, Watford. 


@ Surprise number one came at the 
*CMRU’ Seminar where Editor Colin 
Kettle turned the clock back some ten 
years to present a ‘new look’, clean 
shaven face and raised the question, is 
it or isn’t it himself? 

A variation of questions during this 
ninety minute session, (posed before a 
three hundred plus attendance) all of 
which were constructive and 
interesting, carried on to leisure time 
at the bar, where surprise number two 
popped up via Mick Green handing 
over a lager before disappearing to do 
a quick piece of DIY - nailing down his 
wallet perhaps? 


- 


@ This year’s ‘CMRU’ writers panel pictured at the afternoon seminar 


CAE 


PAT’S TURN TO SHINE 


@ ‘COUNTRY Music Round Up’s co-Editor, Mrs Pat Kettle, made 
one of her rare ‘front stage’ appearances at ‘CMRU’s House Party 
over the Easter Weekend. 


@ Usually taking a back seat role in the paper’s publication (but 
nevertheless a strong force behind it), Mrs Kettle accepted the 
award for ‘Best Country Music Publication Of The Year 1985’ on 
behalf of ‘Country Music Round Up’. 


@ The certificate of appreciation was given to the publication by 
the Scottish Country Music Fellowship in October 1985, but as the 
publishers were unable to attend the awards ceremony in person, it 
was thought appropriate to hold over the award and Scottish country 
singer and radio presenter Gerry Ford was asked to bring it along to 
the House Party and hand it over personally. 
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@ Theh claimed Spill The Beans Trio 
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@ Onto the show, opened by eager 


beavers Keith Shepherd and Jeff 
Cliffson. Both had their work cut out and 
doubtless lost a few pounds in weight 
by closing time. It would be most unfair 
to singularise any of the performers 
over the weekend, but one act under 
severe scrutiny was the much heralded 
Louisiana Hellraisers. Well, they lived 
up to their name while creating a high 
impression on a much rejuvenated 
Warren Davies, who relished in the 
relaxed and no pressure surroundings. 
There was a list of artistes who would 
do credit to any show and left nothing to 
the imagination, while leaving no 
doubts as to the considerable untapped 
talent of home artistes. 


f 


@ Live sessions over (bar still open), 
enter the ‘Gladiator of Country DJs’, 
one Cliff Stevens. What has been said 
of Cliff on paper in the past was 
speedily confirmed in a highly positive 
manner. Pity the ‘gremlins’ (or was it 
sticky fingers) got at Cliff's deck, 
leaving him to get through on one only, 
which he did . . . and some! 


@ Night one and half of Saturday 
morning gone and we wondered is it 
possible to last the pace for another 
two of the same? For some yes, for 
others, including yours truly, it was a 
white flag at an earlier hour, but not 
before we saw London Scene 
contributor Tony Anderson preparing 
fora balloon dance with a chappy 
named Jim Beam, of whom it has been 
Said can turn a few heads! 


@ Night three and Wham! No not that 
pair, but this was anything goes time 
and rather than spoil the outlook for 
1987, | think that should be left under 
glass, at which time there will be 
another reason to attend the Fifth 
‘CMRU' House Party. Reckon most 
heads should be clear enough by then! 


@ General opinion? Wouldn't have 
missed it for the world. See you next 


year Dave Hendry. 


@ Some of the people who gave us their support 


@ More of our friends 
AAAAAAAARANAAAARAAAARAARARERARRRRARARRRARRRRRRRRREEEERRRRRRD 
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@ This is the second consecutive year that ‘Country Music Round 
Up’ has been honoured to receive this award. 


: “THE BEST OF 


: BRITISH’ ? 


Pete Smith. 
@ THE unsung heroes of the Silk 


: Cut Festival are those British 
: artistes who collectively appear for 


around fifteen hours every Easter 
for no financial reward. So, why do 
they do it? | posed this question toa 
number of the artistes and the 
response was invariably, ‘We enjoy 
it’. But, surely there must be more 


: to it than just pure enjoyment. | 

: enjoy my work, but | wouldn't travel 
: hundreds of miles at my own 

* expense to provide a profit for 

= some promoter and not profit in 

: some way myself. It seemed to me 
= aquick way to bankruptcy. 


@ | suppose exposure must be a 


: prime reason. Media attention is 

: almost life blood to any professional 
: act. Good press can soon turn a 

: ‘thirty bob’ act into a several 

: hundreds of pounds crowd puller. 
: But, in the Conference Centre at 

: Wembley, you'll see no TV 

: cameras, no radio microphones 

: and very few journalists spend 

: much time there. They're usually 

: interviewing the Main Stage Arena 
: stars whilst the ‘Best Of British’ is 


taking place. So, in this respect, 
there is very little exposure value. 
Obviously, in an audience varying 
from a couple of dozen people to 
anything up to a thousand plus, 
(depending on whattime of day they 
appear), there must be some 
country music club organisers who 
might be prepared to book some of 
the artistes and | suppose some 
fans may pressure their local club 
secretaries. Looking at it this way, 
the exposure could provide enough 
‘extra’ bookings to help the artists 
become modestly successful in that 
current year. 


@ The only other benefit | see in the 
‘Best Of British’ is the experience. 
Very few of this year’s acts will have 
appeared in such a large venue, 
with its first class sound and lights 
and, although initially nerve- 
wracked, most uf them will put it 
down to the experience of a lifetime. 


So, maybe the artistes do get 
something, though we cynical 
writers would be much more at ease 
if they were paid a realistic fee for 
their immense contribution to the 
Silk Cut Festival and the Wembley 
weekend. 


@ | commenced this review by 
referring to ‘the unsung heroes’, but, 
for 1986 at least, | will sing about 
them. 

In particular, the talents of Geoff 
Ashford, the singer/songwriter from 
Leeds; the Jeannie Dee Trio; RJ 
Cajun & The Zydeco Brothers, a 
seven piece from Derby providing 
an authentic slice of cajun; Gambler, 
the backing band of compere/host 
Gerry Ford, himself one of Britain’s 
best country balladeers and Gypsy, 
a bubbling five piece from the 
London area, who appeared on the 
Main Stage, backing Rex Allen Jr. 


@ Then, from Northern Ireland Joe 
E Hamilton & High Chapperal were 
a great showband; Sandi Hart, a 
sizzling voice from Tyneside; 
Hickory Lake, who also gained Mair 
Stage experience backing Margo 
Smith, the Tennesse Yodeller; Tina 
James from Ireland, a little lady witt 
a big, big voice and Jennie Jensen 
from Jersey. 


@ From Scotland the Louisiana 
Hellraisers were an undoubted hit o! 
the weekend. There’s no doubting 
the quality of Poacher from 
Warrington, what more can be said 
about these guys and Pinkerton’s 
Colours from Rugby are without 
doubt another great band. 

From Wales Phil Wallace & Empty 
Pockets proved an exciting new 
group, as did Scotland's Waltons, a 
good looking, good sounding outfit. 


®@ Last, but by no means least 
among those who impressed me, 
was Madelaine Taylor, a Scottish 
actress/singer who performed a 
scintillating adaptation of her one 
hour show ‘Patsy Cline’. 


@ Well done to you all and thank 
you from at least one journalist who 
spent a lot of time with you. 
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@ IT’S all down to personal opinion, of course, but, as far as 

| am concerned, this year’s Wembley Festival was the finest iT’ § GRI 
and most enjoyable | have ever attended, not only the 

highlights, but in depth as well. 


@ | have been to all the previous Festivals that have been WEMB LEY 


considered by the pundits as classics, the one where The 
Glasers got that first standing and stomping ovation, the two 


WEMBLEY 
ARENA 


DATELINE, EASTER 


when Boxie worked that special magic, the one when the @ Another British success we 
SATURDAY 29 MARCH gentle charm of Don Williams had the audience eating out of Brothers. They had the most ¢ 
his hand, the one when Haggard actually played us the awkward changeovers and, du 
music we had grown to love over the years etc., etc., but | performed nineteen songs (alr 
Johnny Russell and Connie Smith have have never been to a festival when so many encores were else) and kept the show goin 
no problems keeping up with the Jones demanded. In fact. fifteen acts had justifiable encores and noticed the changeovers. Thei 


several other acts deserved them, but either time or as part of Charley Pride’s Tot 


@ THE 1986 Festival Main Stage Show 

opened with Dick Woods. | remember it seemed 
strange he should repeat one song in his short, fifteen 
minute set. 

Jimmy Payne, with nice backing from Spellbound, was 
pleasant rather than striking, although among his self 
penned songs were the stand out ‘Ugly Women And 
Pick Up Trucks’. 

Carlton Moody & The Moody Brothers (using Britain's 
Luce Landridge on drums) are a super, talented outfit, 
who really deserved a longer spot. The crowd were 
clapping along, awarding them the first cries of ‘more’ 
when they closed with ‘Cotton Eye Joe’. The strength of 
this act showed again as they stayed on stage to back 
George Hamilton IV. | thoroughly enjoyed his set of 
numbers from his new MCA/Dot album (it's excellent). 
George closed with a gospel number and the popularity 
of this type of music (possibly because it was Easter) 
stayed all through the Festival and had the crowd 
cheering and applauding. 


@ Barbara Fairchild, strangely enough, closed with the 
same gospel song, ‘I Saw The Light’. If the crowd were 
on their feet cheering at the end for Barbara, they started 
that way for Johnny Russell. This ‘big’ man looked 
destined to take over Boxie’s mantle as Wembley’s 
favourite son. Many of the jokes were the same as last 
year, but the crowd didn't seem to mind and this year's 
longer spot allowed Johnny to extend the range of his still 
superb voice as well as enforce his writing ability. To me, 
the outstanding number was ‘No Relief In Sight’. He 
thoroughly deserved his encore ‘I'll Fly Away’, but it 
would need a Jumbo Jet to lift him off the ground as high 
as he lifted this crowd. Excellent entertainment. 


@ The second half opened with ‘So Lonesome | Could 
Cry’, which was appropriate enough as it was 
Rattlesnake Annie singing solo in the vast auditorium. 
She has a lovely, pure voice that excelled in the large 
arena. She was joined by Bill Monroe for ‘Trouble In 
Mind’, then carried on solo with a completely acapella 
number, before leaving to an excellent reception. 


@ The TV stage setting throughout the weekend was 
excellent, with changing colours. It was probably the 
most effective yet. Not that bluegrass freaks would have 
cared what it was like as long as Bill Monroe and his boys 
were there to entertain, and entertain they did, with a 
typical performance that even included a little dance. As 
he left the stage those now familiar cries of ‘more’ were 
echoing again. 


@ |f Bill represents the traditional side, you could not 
have got a bigger contrast with the next act, Exile. Very 
much what modem country is all about, they used the 
latest remote control pick-ups to allow them to charge 
all over the stage. They were very visual and, apart from 
the bass drum being a bit too prominent, came very 
close to reproducing their current studio sound. | 
thought Exile were professional in every way, as they 
sang all their seven number one American hits and 
three number ones they wrote for other artistes. They 
impressed me, but did not reach a lot of this audienge. 
Their strongest song was ‘One More Chance’. | hope 
they get it. 


@ The last two acts used the same band, the Jones 
Boys, but the contrast in attitudes couldn't have been 
more pronounced. Connie Smith presented her show of 
basically standard songs, but her superb voice won the 
audience over completely and the reception she got at 
the end was one of those magic moments for which this 
Festival is famous. | reckon she was genuinely 
completely unprepared for that encore. A great 
performance. 

@ In contrast, | can only say that George Jones 
appeared both childish and petulant, showing no 
respect for an audience that obviously adored him (and 
had paid thousands of pounds to see him). They were 
on their feet cheering as soon as the opening bars of ‘No 
Show Jones’ started. The fact that he was there was 
enough. 

Jones had declined, (we were told later), to sound check 
and it was obvious from the start that he was not happy 
with the sound he was getting. But, instead of makipg 
the best of it and revelling in the adoring applause he 
was being given, he made things worse with inferior 
mike technique and sulked like a big kid. After four 
numbers he went off, having to be persuaded to go 
back. He then sung another few numbers and left after 
‘He Stopped Loving Her Today’. The crowd were 
ecstatic, but he simply would not encore. 

| feel this was no way for any ‘STAR’ to treat his fans. He 
does not seem to realise that lots of other acts, (as they 
showed on the following nights) are more than willing to 
Steal his place in the hearts of his fans. 


f 
hi, 


@ Becky Hobbs 


@ Rex Allen Jr. with Margo Smith 


circumstances were against them. 


any act has done all this before 5 pm! Great! 


have got to be back next year, haven't they? 


ANAAAANAAAAAAANANANATA NANA NEUEN EERE UR 


@ In addition to being the most entertaining, the 1986 
Wembley Festival will be remembered as the year we had a 
British band, Colorado, on main stage getting a standing 
ovation and being allowed to encore. A double first fora home 
grown act and a triple first if you recognised it's the first time 


Then there was the most memorable moment of this 
memorable festival when the crowd rose to their feet 
screaming and stomping and stayed there completely 
through the last three numbers of the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, as 
they closed the best musical act | have ever seen at this 
Festival. Country fans do not act this way, do they? This band 


act into an exceptional one. 1 
had a lunchtime gig on the coz 
to Wembley and walked on st 
Colorado, the backing by Brit 
and the performances put on 
some of our acts, I'll argue w 
British stature is not improvint 


Sound Investmen 


@ As always, the Wembley so 
around the edges, (you canno'! 
instruments or the balance is 
thought it was better this year 
arena is difficult, but | have be 


Z 


DATELINE, EASTER SUNDAY, 
30 MARCH Clive Wyneg 


@ THERE are times in one’s life when seven hours can 
whiz by so fast you just can’t believe it. Sunday evening 
at the 1986 Festival was one of those rare A 

occasions, when each act complemented and 
enhanced. to produce a total show that was as near 
perfect as Silk Cut’s money and Mervyn Conn could 
make it. . 


@ Now | have often admitted that | am a sucker for 
lovely ladies. especially ones who sing as well as look 
good and certainly this show was a dream come true for 
me. The first of these lovely young ladies was Becky 
Hobbs. whose gutsy voice and piano playing soon had 
the audience with her. Froma simple song about peace 
to driving honky tonk songs, culminating in a rocking 
version of ‘Great Balls Of Fire’, her all too short spot 
was magic. 


@ Another lady with a driving aggressive style and one 
''d really been looking forward to seeing was Lacy J 
Dalton who, with a band that really cooked. treated us to 
some of her best numbers. This ‘Hillbilly Girl With The 
Blues’ went ‘Wild Turkey’ with her ‘Crazy Blue Eyes’ 
and certainly gave the audience no ‘Hard Times’ 


@ Yet more magic followed. but this time in a more 
traditional style, via Canadian superstar Carroll Baker 
who, over the years. has lost that little warble that made 
her voice so different. but its power and her 
presentation earned her two well deserved standing 
ovations. 


@ Those ‘country’ fans who left before the gorgeous 
Marie Osmond appeared on stage did themselves a 
massive dis-service as, despite some initial sound 
balance problems. she proved to be an excellent 
entertainer with the ability to manipulate an audience 
Her very varied set encompassed a tribute medley to the 
great ladies of country music, as well as superb versions 
of ‘I'll Be Faithful To You’ (written by Paul Kennerley) and 
her number one hit ‘Meet Me In Montana’. on which Jeff 
Hanna of the Dirt Band joined her. There’s no doubting 
that Marie could certainly reach the very top in country 
music if those silly prejudices of British fans were set 
aside 


The Nitty Gritt 
the overall sui 
Festival 


No.1 with evel 


@ Pictures by Jim Silverthom : 
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AN 


EN IN 
COUNTRY 


; the compering of the Duffy 
fficult night of all, with very 
ng the evening, they actually 
ost twice as many as anyone 
so smoothly that you hardly 
recent International success 
ring Circus has made a good 
1€ amazing thing is that they 
st and virtually drove straight 
ge. What with their success, 
sh bands for American stars 
at the Conference Centre by 


th anyone who says that the 
lo 


ind was too patchy, ‘woolly’ 
always hear the individual 
not right), although again | 
han some years. | know the 
en there on other occasions 


y Dirt Band, 
ccess of the 


rybody 


and Brian Shelley 


when rock and pop acts have got it much better. The 
advantage they often have, of course, is that they are 
generally setting up for one act and not a variety of acts as at 
a festival. Also, they usually use a very large bank of 
speakers either side of the stage (which may not suit TV and 
may also limit the number of seats). Finally, they have 
engineers who are sympathetic to their music. How many 
general sound engineers are into country music and realise 
the special ‘voice out front mix’ country music demands? 
How often do they work with bands that use the variety of 
instruments many modern country bands use. This is why. | 
feel, Exile did not suffer as much as other acts, because they 
were playing a type of music the British sound engineers 
have a natural feel for. 


@ My one disappointment was that the arena was NEVER 
full. | feel one reason for this might be that the audience 
seating can be such a long way away from the stage. making 
it difficult to see. If folk cannot hear their favourites properly 
either, then they will be reluctant to spend up to £22 each for 
the show. The fans are getting used to the quality of the latest 
recording techniques, the stars work hard to reproduce that 
sound as closely as they can, so spending more time, more 
money and more effort, making sure that the reproduction is 
as good as humanly possible, just might fill those empty 
seats and be the ‘soundest’ investment the promoter could 
make. 


@ But, even despite this problem, the 1986 Wembley 
Country Music Festival has once again set the standard of 
entertainment for which others must aim. 


AAKAAAARARARARANALAAA Toe EE 


@ The masculine side of country music was well 
represented by The Waltons, a five piece band from Fife 
in Scotland, who demonstrated both style and panache 
in their short, modern set, whilst that man mountain from 
Switzerland John Brack, proved to have a voice as big as 
himself with a mainly original set of enjoyable songs, only 
marred by a slight lack of rapport with the audience. 


@ Mark Gray, alone on stage except for his piano, ran 
through a short set that encompassed both blues, jazz 
and country, rather like a white Ray Charles. | felt his set 
went over the heads of a lot of this audience, while Rex 
Allen Jr., the son of the last of the singing cowboys, 
demonstrated the art of stealing this Wembley crowd, 
with a couple of fine western numbers and a great duet 
with Margo Smith on ‘Cup Of Tea’ 


@ Two singer/songwriters, Jerry Jeff Walker and Guy 
Clark, took the stage along with their guitars, to trade 
such musical gems as ‘Mr Bojangles’, ‘LA Freeway’ 
‘Song For Little Jessie’ and ‘Texas Cookin’. Their 
‘magic’ spot held the audience spellbound. 


@ Gene Watson. who has been long overdue for a 
return visit to these shores, provided a good long dose 
of his ‘pure’ country, including such great songs as 
‘Paper Rosie’. ‘Love In A Hot Afternoon’ and his new 
single ‘Carmen’ (no, not the Marty Robbins song). 


@ Britain's Duffy Brothers held the evening together via 
their own entertaining style. A variety of interludes 
allowed room for them to develop both good music and 
comedy. 


@ The whole evening ended on a high that. even as | 
write, | haven't yet come down from. ‘Face On The 
Cutting Room Floor’, ‘Modern Day Romance’, 
‘American Dream’ and ‘Mr Bojangles’ all helped to 
prove that the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band are still very much a 
force to be reckoned with. Their ‘Battle Of New Orleans’ 
was so infectious that even people of an elderly 
persuasion (no, not the ‘CMRU' press corps) were seen 
‘bopping’ and ‘boogieing’ around the arena. For an 
encore the Dirt Band provided a foot-stomping, hand- 
clapping version of ‘Will The Circle Be Unbroken’ that | 
have to admit left me, along with the rest of the 
audience, baying for more. A fantastic end to an 
absolutely magic evening. 


@ Johnny Russell 
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DATELINE, EASTER MONDAY, 
31 MARCH 


Pete Smith. 


@ AS | drew the short straw, | got the last night for my 
contribution the Festival review. | mean, my 
leanings are toward the contemporary side of the music 
and | would have been happier with Exile or Lacy J, but 
Monday night it was and | confess | thoroughly enjoyed 
it. 


@ Compere Gordie Tapp, a Canadian and star of the 
‘Hee Haw’ TV programme introduced Scotland’s 
Colorado. Starting with ‘Get Back To The Country’ the 
band played a tight twenty-three minute set and earned 
the distinction of being the first act to gain a 

encore before five o'clock. So, please note Mr Conn, 
the right British act on the Main Stage can be more 
welcome than overseas artistes. 


@ A trip down Memory Lane next with the Original 
Drifting Cowboys reminding us of the late, great Hank 
Williams and the ‘Sons Of The Pioneers’. Once again 
the audience were on their feet to demand an encore, 
rounding off an enjoyable thirty-one minute set. Then 
Gordie Tapp was up, doing a first rate job, proving 
himself a well-read comedian by presenting American 
jokes in a British context and allowing band 
changeovers to be as smooth as possible. 


@ Margo Smith, that bubbling blonde from Dayton, 
Ohio, who, with much justification, bills herself as the 
Tennessee Yodeller, had the fans on their feet with a 
dazzling display, so by now standing ovations had 
become the norm rather than the exception. 


@ However, this situation changed when Johnny 
Duncan left the stage after his nineteen minute spasm. 
(He went down like a concrete parachute). To be fair, the 
Janie Fricke Band backing him did him no favours at all 
and his gentle brand of country was not what this 
particular audience were seeking...The band 
improved one hundred per cent when their boss Janie 
Fricke came on stage. After four songs, Janie invited 
Duncan back to perform three hits on which Ms Fricke 
sang backup. This effectively slowed down what had 
been developing into a sizzling session. However, Janie 
bounced back to produce one of the magic moments of 
this year’s Wembley. She picked up a mandolin to launch 
into a scorching arrangement of ‘Fox On The Run’, on 
which back-up singer Dennis Wilson launched into a 
frantic buck dance. Needless to say, Janie Fricke's forty- 
eight minutes evoked a standing ovation. 


@ Vernon Oxford's spot was predictable. Old songs 
sung in his extremely country voice, the fiddle solo and 
the clog dance. However, it was what the audience 
wanted and the inevitable encore rounded the set to just 
half an hour. 


@ Next was the man | was really interested in, John 
Schneider, a former ‘Duke Of Hazzard’. What an 
imposing guy he is. Standing at six foot four, dressed in a 
long duster coat and slouch hat, the man really 
dominated the stage, dwarfing his backing, the seven 
piece Johnny Cash Band. His brief, thirty-five minute 
spot really grabbed the fans, especially his version of 
‘Just Good Ole Boys’, If this guy is not brought back to 
Britain as a headliner next year, there ain't no justice. 


@ The reason why the hall contained more people than 
on any other night was very apparent when the words 
‘Hello, I'm Johnny Cash’ were pronounced. The 
audience were on their feet before he sang his first word 
and they were in the same position when he sang his 
last. Now | don't profess to be a Cash fan and sadly this 


. show did nothing to convert me. With very few 


exceptions, the format was old songs, the videos 
screened overhead, the Carter girls reminding us of 
their parents and the Earl Poole Ball piano solo had 
nothing to do with country. Personally, | would have 
preferred a trip to the dentist, it would have been more 
entertaining. But, | admit | was in a small minority. This 
audience loved the ‘Man In Black’, so who am | to 
criticise? There were a couple of unusual and light- 
hearted moments, like when Johnny invited John 
Schneider to sing the ‘Highwayman’ with him. ‘You sing 
the Waylon and Willie parts, John and I'll sing Kris’ part. 
He cain't sing anyway!’ For the Carter Family segment, 
June, Anita and Helen were joined by Carlene Carter, 
so, setting my personal feelings aside, the hour and 
three quarters ‘Johnny Cash Show’ was perhaps a 
fitting climax to what | considered a good Wembley. 


@ But, | can't help wondering that, had this same bill 
been scheduled on the Saturday, audience reaction 
would have been more subdued, as Festival crowds 
usually do go a little wild on the last night. 


COUNTRY 


WORDSEARCH 


THIS month you're looking for the artistes who, over the 
years, have been known by various ‘nicknames’. Remember 
to look up, down and across, or diagonally either way, to find 
from the ‘Round Mound Of Sound’ to the ‘Thin Man From 
West Plains’ and match them to the artistes who have 
collected these titles. Send your completed entries, to reach 
the CMRU offices by 31 May. The first correct entry drawn 
from our ‘Wordsearch Competition’ mailbox wins a selection 
of albums of the Editor’s choice. 
@ The artistes hidden in the grid go 


collectively under the following 
‘nicknames’:- 


21) Lonzo 
1) Dixie Dewdrop 22) Old Syrup Sopper 
2) World’s Biggest Liar 23) Oscar 
3) The Ohio Kid 24) Little Miss Dynamite 
4) Park Avenue Hillbilly 25) The German Shepherd 
5) Duke Of Paducah 26) King Of The Cowboys 
6) The Masked Texan 27) The Silver Fox 
7) Singing Brakeman 28) Cherokee Cowboy 
8) Arkie The Arkansas 29) Coalminer’s Daughter 
Woodchopper 30) Corky Jones 
9) Tennessee Ploughboy 31) Round Mound Of Sound 
10) Mysterious Rhinestone 32) Texas Drifter 
Cowboy 33) Kansas Jayhawk 
11) Bashful Brother Oswald 34) Original Singing Cowboy 
12) Montana Slim 35) Talking Blues Man 
13) Cousin Jody 36) Alabama Cowboy 
14) Whispering Bill 37) The Prairie Star 
15) Yodelling Ranger 38) Arizona Cowboy 
16) Bocephus 39) Tall Texan 
17) The Sheriff 40) Smiling Irishman 
18) Harmonica Wizard 41) Mr Smooth 
19) Thin Man From West Plains 42) Moonshine Kate 
20) Gold Chain Troubadour 43) Solemn Ol’ Judge 


ANANANARAAAARARANARANANAARAAR AUR REESE EUR 
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A M AG Ic MEMORY ‘Best Of British’ took up theicoasis 


just in front. Still, there was a gap 
OF WEMBLEY just down the row, so our hero 
moved to behind this vantage 
point, then it appeared! The band’s 
@ MONDAY night's show was roadie, six foot tall, broad 
about to start. There he was, with shouldered, with the biggest 
his wife two rows in front; a bouffanted pink hair do I’ve ever 
smallish man, very similar to Alf seen. 
Garnett to look at, sat in Row 15, 
Block F, South Arena. That's about 
three quarters of the way back, flat 
on the floor. ‘Cor, | thought you 
would be nearer the front than this 
for £18.50,’ he said. (It later 
transpired that he had won the @ After moving two rows back, he 
tickets from one SandraJonesona _—‘Started to worry. He had to leave at 
Southampton radio station). twas 9-30 pm. Would Cash be on then? 
his first visit to Wembley, to see ‘Hullo, I'm Johnny Cash’ had the 


his hero, John R Cash. He’d been man on his feet with the borrowed 
BBC 2 TV STARTS to the ‘Best Of British’, he'd field glasses glued to his one good 


COUNTRY FROM watched ‘Ollie Beek’ record inthe ye. ‘Go down to the stage and 


‘Beeb’ studio, now the show was pretend to take a photograph and 


WEMBLEY starting. you will see the man.’ No, he was 


shy. ‘Come on’, said the lady next 


@ With afew wiggles forthe best 0 him, ‘l will come with you.’ 
@ The BBC 2 Television view through the people infrontto Halfway down a massive security 
highlights of this year’s Festival of see Colorado get a standing guard said, ‘Back to your seats 
Country Music, held over the ovation as opening act, allboded —~Please.” 
Easter Weekend at the Wembley well for a good evening. Then 
Arena, begins much earlier this disaster struck! Two young @ The lady told the guard the — 
year, starting on Wednesday ‘cowgals’ with five gallon straw story of his seat, of the punk, of his 
7 May at 10.15 pm and continuing stetsons sat two rows in front. only having one eye and having to 
for the next nine Wednesday Eventually our hero asked one of go at 9.30 pm. The guard said, 
evenings. Each of the ten the security men to request that ‘C'mon,’ and took our man right 
programmes runs for twenty-five the girls remove their hats. Peace Under John R Cash’sfeetto let him 
minutes. Some will be ‘specials’, at last! see his ‘God’. Johnny winked at 
featuring individual acts in full. him. The man came back to his 
@ By this time our man had made seat shaking with excitement and 
@ Introducing all the friends and had borrowed some all the women around were choked 
programmes and interviewing field glasses. (At that distance up for him. Not a dry eye in sight. 
many of the major stars will be opera glasses were a joke)! We 
popular country music later found out he only had sight in @ At9.30 pm he left. He shook 
broadcaster David Allan, whose one eye. hands with us all and said it was 
weekly radio programmes for the his best day ever. Then he walked 
BBC World Service and for the @ The boy from the ‘Dukes Of away down the aisle and left us 
British Forces Broadcasting Hazzard’ came on in his Howard with this parting shot, ‘Bet! miss 
Service reach an audience of Keel surplus jacket and he was the bleeding coach!’ 
many millions. singing well when it happened! @ Thanks Mister, you made my 
One of the Welsh bands from the Wembley! 


Jim Duncan. 


@ Everybody in the area fell about 
with laughter, the look on his face 
was indescribable. All 
discontented, our man ate his 
meat pie. 


@ ‘Sing Country’ is produced by 
Dave Perrottet. 


Heese ADVERTISING IN C.M.R.U. 
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WORDSEARCH 
WINNER 


@ The winner of the March 
‘Wordsearch Competition’ was 
Peter Smart, 12 Newton Street, 
Blairgowrie, Perthshire. 


Mr Smart wins an album of the 
Editor's choice. 
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JAY CEE MUSIC LIMITED proudly present their new 
DOUBLE A SIDED EP entitled 


‘““FOUR BY TWO” 


Featuring JEANNIE & STEPPINSTONE (Manchester) 
with “Sentimental Old You’’/*‘Unwed Fathers” 


and HARVEY (Liverpool) 
with '‘Face on The Cuttin’ Room Floor’’/Gonna Write A Letter 
£1.50 including Postage & Packing 


Gee Trade/Retail enquiries welcome 
AY) 31 Eccleston Street, Prescott, 


7 Merseyside L34 50A 
USIC inne Telephone: 051-430 9001 
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Dear Editors 


May | take the opportunity of 
thanking C.M.R.U. for a brilliant 
weekend. The entertainment was 
second to none, as was the service 
from the staff. | have been to 
Wembley on several occasions, but 
this year was the first time | have had 
the pleasure of staying with the 
C.M.R.U. House Party at the 
Ladbroke Hotel. 


Ican assure you that,-as soon as the 
booking forms appear in the 
magazine, | will feel very 
disappointed if mine isn’t the first 
reply. 


Thank you all very much indeed and 
look forward to seeing everyone 
again next year. | almost forgot, 
keep up the good work with the 
newspaper. 


Yours very sincerely 
Ann Bird 

8 Netley Place 
Blurten 
Stoke-on-Trent 


Dear Editors 


Just a line to offer our 
congratulations on yet another very 
successful weekend at Watford and 
thank you for letting us be part of it. 
We really enjoyed ourselves. You 
know, it is one of the very few 
occasions that one looks forward to 
and then it all happens so fast. 
Thankfully, the memory of it lasts for 
ages and ages. 


Hopefully you will consider us for 
next year. We have Jesse Kent's 
word on doing the ‘Best Of British’ in 
the afternoon, so this time we 
should have an audience. 


We hope you're both able to enjoy 
some rest now after all the very 
worthwhile work you have put in. 
Well done. You must be very 
satisfied. 


Yours sincerely 

A J Newman (Pinkerton’s Colours) 
6 Victoria Street 

Rugby 


Dear Editors 


Before time overtakes us again, | 
would just like to say thank you for 
having me at the House Party 
Weekend. We had a very 
enjoyable weekend and had the 
pleasure of meeting so many nice 
people. 

| have just about recovered now 
and got my body clock back to 
normal. | think you and Pat and 
everbody concerned did a 
tremendous job in making such a 
successful weekend. My hat off to 
you all and | hope that a suitable 
venue will be available for next 
year. 


Marlin Country & Western Wear 
Norfolk. 


Dear Editors 


For and on behalf of Scottish 
Country Music Fellowship members 
who attended the Fourth ‘CMRU’ 
House Party at the Ladbroke Hotel, 
Watford, may we offer our 
congratulations and thanks for 
another excellent weekend of 
courtesy and entertainment. 


May we also pass on our thank you 
to an excellent hotel staff, whose 
service and manner was a classic 
example of homeliness and warmth. 


It goes without saying that those of 
us who were present will return in 
1987, Some have already enquired 
as to booking for that session. 


Thank you also to all the artistes 
who gave their all in supplying 
entertainment until all hours. 

See you in 1987. Thank you again. 


Yours in Country 
Frank Smith (President) 
Scottish Country Music Fellowship 


Dear Editors 


We wish to thank you for the most 
wonderful weekend we had at 
Watford. It went so quickly and we 
didn’t realise until Tuesday morning 
we hadn't had a word with you. We 
do appreciate the time and effort 
you and your wife put in to make 
sure we enjoy ourselves. 

Anyway, we had a fantastic time at 
the hotel and at Wembley. Please 
get arrangements for next year. We 
would truly miss this Easter country 
get-together. 

Thanking you again 

Audrey & Brian Walker 

42 Greaves Avenue 

Melton Mowbray 


Dear Editors 


! would like to take this opportunity 
to thank you and your staff for a very 
enjoyable weekend at the ‘CMRU 
House Party’ at the Ladbroke Hotel, 


Excellent organisation and 
surroundings and the friendliest 
group of country music fans made it 
amemorable, if exhausting, 
occasion. 


| would also like to pass on 
greetings and best wishes to 
Noreen and Jim and their friends 
(whose names | have not yet 
discovered) from Derbyshire, to Joe 
and Margaret from Scotland (to 
whom we did not have the 
opportunity to say goodbye as we 
had to leave on Monday morning) 
and finally, to Rosemary and her 
parents from Northamptonshire. 
Keep up the good work 


Yours in Country 

Mr Neal Amys 

185 High Street 
Dunsville, Doncaster. 


Dear Editors 


We would like to thank all 
concerned with the organisation of 
the ‘CMRU' Easter Weekend 
House Party at Ladbrokes, Watford. 
The weekend was really enjoyable. 
The hotel staff and fellow 
weekenders were all good 
company and we, as a family, look 
forward to the next House Party. 
The entertainment at the hotel was 
excellent and it was nice to see 
some of our favourite artistes again. 


The highlights of Wembley for us 
were Gene Watson, Carroll Baker, 
Exile, Connie Smith, Lacy J Dalton, 
Rex Allen Jr, Becky Hobbs and 
George Jones. We also think that 
the British bands which backed the 
stars were superb. 


Our daughter Rosemary sends her 
love to you both, Colin and Pat. 
Love also to the Tumbling Shack, 
known as Neal and Ann, Rene and 
Robert, all on Table One. Hope to 
see you all at Peterborough, 
especially the young ones from 
Table Ten. 

Sincerely 

Rita, Jack and Rosemary Ryan 

18 Hill Street 

Wellingborough, Northants. 


Dear Editors 


To all the hard working staff. 

A letter of thanks for a really 
enjoyable weekend at Ladbrokes. 
Also, thanks to all the singers and 
musicians who played for us, 
sometimes at a very late hour, and 
thanks to all the staff at the 
Ladbroke Hotel, Watford, for putting 
up with us. 


Here's hoping we can do it again 
next year. 

Jim & Wendy Cook 

3 Grieg Street 

Inverness 


Dear Editors 


As | missed you on Monday, | must 
write to thank you for a most 
enjoyable weekend at the House 
Party over Easter. We both hada 
wonderful time and very much 
appreciated the work you did on 
our behalf. 


We hope to see you again next 
year. Yours sincerely 


Mr & Mrs N A Stubbington 
Reeds Cottage 
Dogmersfield 
Basingstoke 


Dear Editors 


Having gatecrashed your House 
Party at the Ladbroke Hotel, 
Watford in the early hours of 
Monday 31 March, | am writing to 
confess and explain the 
circumstances which led to the 
‘crime’. 


Whilst returning from Wembley 
(where I'd been captivated by the 
performances of Carroll Baker, 
Marie Osmond, Gene Watson and 
The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band), | boarded 
a tube with the intention of getting to 
Uxbridge (and thence by bus to 
Hayes, Middlesex, where | was 
staying). On the journey, | dozed off 
and awoke a few miles from 
Watford. | now realise | should have 
ensured the tube was going direct to 
Uxbridge or at least got off at 
Harrow-on-the-Hill. 


On arrival, the station was being 
locked up and | found myself alone, 
in what seemed to be the posterior 
of nowhere, having obtained 
directions from the Station Master. | 
walked about two miles along dark 
avenues until | reached civilisation 
(alias the Parade High Street). The 
fourth public telephone | tried was in 
working order, so | ‘phoned Hayes 
and told my wife (who hadn't 
accompanied me to Wembley due 
to achest infection) that my intention 
was to check out the ‘CMRU House 
Party’ and, failing that, seek bed and 
breakfast accommodation. 


With the help of a taxi | made it to the 
hotel and mingled with the guests 
and people | recognised from their 
pictures in ‘CMRU’ (Keith 
Shepherd, Jeff Cliffson, Pinkerton’s 
Colours etc). Seeing a table with a 
seat to spare, | sat down beside 
none other than Gerry Ford and 
listened to a nice tribute speech to 
his staff and writers by Colin Kettle 
(co-Editor ‘CMRU’). 5 

In due course | enjoyed the 
excellent musicianship and vocal 
togetherness of the Louisiana 
Hellraisers and the performance of 
Sandi Hart, a big, attractive lass with 
a superb singing voice and, judging 
by her attitude to the fans, a warm 
heart. | found myself wondering how 
much it would take to bring them 
across to Northern Ireland. 


Incidentally, I'm Secretary and PRO 
(that stands for Pretty Remarkable 
Organiser) of the recently 
established H Bar H CWC, East 
Belfast. Our venue is the Social 
Club at the Oval Football Stadium, 
Parkgate Drive, Belfast 4. New 
members are always welcome. We 
hold a monthly cabaret and dance 
(Fridays). The Club Chairman is Joe 
Hamilton, who previously ran a 
successful CWC at the now vacant 
Goblin Factory on the Castlereach 
Road. Joe would be delighted to 
hear from past members who can 
contact him by ‘phone on Belfast 
51709, as minibus transportation to 
and from the new venue can be 
arranged. 


In closing, can | apologise for not 
introducing myself at the House 
Party, but I couldn't risk being 
ejected from such an agreeable 
event (which kept me entertained 
until 5 am, after which | managed an 
hour or two's sleep in the reception 
area)! 

By way of appreciation, | am 
enclosing payment for a year's 
subscription to ‘CMRU’. 

With grateful thanks 


Yours in the Country Spirit 
Alan E Lowe 

134 Skegoneill Avenue 
Belfast. 
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Dear Editors 


Must put pen to paper, having read 
and re-read Mick Green's page and 
a half on country music in (or not) in 
the charts. 


Firstly, | do not know anyone into 
country music who buys the product 
0n7 inch singles at an inflated price. 
As country fans tend to be more in 
the ‘mature’ age range, value for 
money is more important to them 
than to the record buyers in the 
teenage range, so they buy country 
albums. Therefore, trying to equate 
chart entries with country popularity 
is like trying to count beauty queens 
on bikini sales. There is a link, but it 
is tenuous, to Say the least. 


Secondly, | must congratulate Mick 
on his facts and figures, regardless 
of their veracity (which I’m sure 
someone will try to question). It must 
have taken a whole heap of effort to 
get them all together. 


Finally, the sting in the tail (or tale), 
what to do about it? | would suggest 
that the percentage ratings of 
country sold on albums would be a 
lot higher, so why count singles? 
Yes, that would produce a slightly 
biased result, but isn’t that what the 
Market Research statistics are all 
about? 


Itwould be interesting to do asurvey 
on how many country acts ‘doing 
the rounds’ are members of Equity. 
What does it matter, you may ask? 
Weill, | understand there is some 
sort of reciprocation deal between 
the unions both sides of the water 
and, for every one of ‘theirs’ who 
comes over here to work, one of 
‘ours’ should go over there. | 
wonder who enforces that one and 
who we could inflict in return for 
Marie Osmond! Perhaps Ms 
Panebianco (April letters) could 
answer that one, as she obviously 
knows everything about country 
music! 


Mrs M Gee 
38 Egton Close, Redcar, 
Cleveland. 


MORE ON 
THIS SUBJECT 


ON NEXT PAGE 
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Dear Tony 


As you know, this is my twenty- 


fourth year in Hospital Radio (my 
twenty-fifth starts in December) 
and my twenty-second year of 
presenting country music. It’s not 
all been easy, I've had many 
disappointments as well as happy 
times and, although approaching 


my twenty-fifth anniversary should © 


be a time for rejoicing, | find 
myself feeling very let down by the 
country music industry and people 
in it. 

In the early sixties it was a 
struggle, with no really good way 
of obtaining information on the 
country music stars, few country 
music venues, British artistes 
having very few chances to 
perform and country records 
(when released) being hard to 
obtain. Interviews with top stars 
were impossible to obtain. Local 
groups would give an interview but 
had no material you could play 
with it! In fact, it wasn’t until the 
days of the ‘Nashville Room’ and 
then Wembley Festival that things 
improved for Hospital Radio. 


| began to believe that the 
promoters were going to help us to 
obtain what we wanted to keep our 
listeners happy. Oh, how mistaken 
can you be? Slowly, over the 
years, my confidence in the 
country music industry, its people, 
and in fact everyone (nearly) 
connected with it, has been eroded 
away. 


Firstly, the number of records 
available on new release to 
Hospital Radio stations 
decreased. Now if | want new 
material | must personally buy it. 
But, why should | buy records for 
my radio show when my family 
needs food, clothes and other 
essentials. The answer is | now 
don't, so, as a result, my show has 
rapidly become ‘nostalgia 
country’! 

Then there’s the interviews. The 
number of interviews | was able to 
get from stars from the USA in 
1969 was five. Three years ago it 
was forty, now it’s NIL. The 
reasons? Take this year’s 
Wembley as a typical example. | 
was told by the Mervyn Conn Press 
Office to ‘buy a ticket for the show 
because you won't get a pass.’ As 
you know me personally, Tony, via 
my one and only time of going to 
Peterborough, the only reason | go 
to any festival is to obtain 
interviews and | pick the festivals 
carefully (for financial reasons). | 
need to get the most number of 
interviews for the lowest cost as, 
unlike other organisations, 
Hospital Radio DJs have to pay 
ALL their own expenses. 


There remains, however, one 
bright spot in the country music 
scene. Even without my interviews 
and up to date records, | still get 
good, up to date information via 
my complimentary copy of 
‘Country Music Round Up’, so! 
suppose then I should be grateful. 
However, | have to say, what use is 
the information on, say, the latest 
George Hamilton IV release, 
without the record to complement 
it? Similarly, of the local country 
music clubs, only one, The Lone 
Star CMC, now sends information. 
Again, as you know yourself, there 
is more than just one club in this 
area. 

The only group to agree to appear 
‘live’ on my show and actually 
appear in the last twelve months 


were two members of Jamestown - 


Ferry, who, incidentally, also had 
the distinction of being the only 
people in the UK to send their 
record to me for air play in the last 
year. Naturally | played it and still 
play it! If they can take the trouble 
to get the record to me, then | feel 
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LETTER OF 
THE MONTH 
PRIZE 


Each month now we 
shall be sending a new 
country single to the 
letter which the Editors 
consider to be the most 
interesting reading for 
whatever reason. 


It can be funny, 
sad, irate, 
complimentary, 
or anything else. 


If you need a reply send 
a SAE to the Editors, 


‘Country Music Round Up’. 
286/287 High Street. 
(Upper Precinct). 
Lincoln. LN2 1AL. 

England. 


Please 


KEEP letters short. 
Write on one side of the 
paper only. Letters written 
on both sides will not be 
considered for publication. 
All letters are subject to 
editing and submission 
will be taken to imply 
acceptance of that 
condition. 


The Editors 


the very least | can do is to play it 
for them! 


Once upon a time | believed that 
country people were the best, that 
they would assist presenters on 
Hospital Radio. Nowadays, | get 
more help and assistance for 
another show I present on Hospital 
Radio about American Football, 
both in the USA and the UK! 


I don’t suppose there is anything 
you can do personally, but via 
‘Country Music Round Up’ as an 
organisation, and its readers, the 
clubs and club secretaries, 
groups, managers, in fact anyone 
interested in country music, 
somebody must surely be able to 
assist Hospital Radio presenters 
supply their listeners with up to 
date records, interviews and 
information. If not, well have | 
wasted twenty-two years in 
promoting a ‘caring country music 
industry’ that really couldn’t care 
less? 


Yours sincerely 

A disillusioned Pete Lame 
W.H.B.S. 

Memorial Hospital 
Shooters Hill 

London SE18 3RZ. 


Eds: As ‘Letter of the Month’ Pete, you 
should now have received the pack of 
albums we have sent you and hopefully 
your letter will bring you a few further 
surprises via other sources. 
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MAKE MONEY 


HIGH SPEED DUPLICATION 
(inc. Full Mastering Studio) 
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31 ECCLESTON STREET. PRESCOT 
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Dear Editors 


I'm writing to say how much | 
enjoyed the ‘Down Home’ series 
just ended on Channel 4. | thought 
the whole format was excellent. As a 
lover of all kinds of country music, 
including bluegrass and fiddle 
music, I've been thrilled to bits with 
this series. 


‘Down Home’ was an apt name as | 
felt as though | was actually there 
with Aly Bain and friends. What a 
treat to see some of the new 
younger talent from the States on 
our TV screens (makes a change 
from the old codgers who stagger to 
Wembley each year). | especially 
enjoyed seeing Alvin Crow and 
Peter Rowan. For me, Peter came 
over as a really nice person. Also | 
cannot miss out Aly Bain. He was 
great and | reckon he can play as 
mean a fiddle as any one of the folks 
he met up with. 


I still find it hard to believe that we 
finally got a serious country music 
programme on our TV screens and 
whatis even harder to believe is that 
the series was put out at a peak 
viewing time on a Saturday night! 


| certainly enjoyed ‘Down Home’ 
much more than most of last year’s 
BBC 2 coverage of Wembley 1985 
(with a few exceptions) and unless 
the ‘beeb’ take a few lessons from 
Channel 4 TV, I'll probably feel the 
same about the Wembley 1986 TV 
coverage. 


‘Down Home’ has certainly 
rekindled the hope for me that 
perhaps we country music lovers 
could one day be taken seriously. | 
hope I’m not dreaming! 


Gill Wood 
19 Victoria Road 
Oldbury, Warley. 
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Dear Editors 


Thank you for an excellent piece 
written about one of the most 
talented trios in Britain today. Spill 
The Beans Trio. 


| feel enough is not done for our 
country stars, TV could, for 
instance. film a local venue. all 
worthy of the air space. local radio 
stations and main radio, (ie. Radio 


| 


+ A -O-Wisp= 


EVERYTHING FOR THE WESTERNER 
TRADITIONAL AND MODERN 


Saloon Outfits, Shirts, Hats. Accessories. 
Books. Boas. Feathers. Skirts. Conchos etc. 
Also Props. Make-up and Pyrotechnics 


Send £1 for Mai! Order Catalogue to 


Will-O-Wisp, Reepham, Norfolk, NR10 4LT 
fe Telephone: Norwich (0603) 871029 


One and Two) could do more for 
them, We have so much talent that 
at least one hour of British artistes 
on all radio stations would be 
welcome 


Also. let's see more British artistes 
in the theatres (Americans get the 
lot). Keep it country. but let's help 
the local stars. 


Mrs J Harvey 
29 North Road 
Leadenham. Lincoln 
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Dear Editors 


couldn't agree more with Mick 
Green's closing comments in his 
assessment of country music in 
Britain (or in Europe for that matter) 
When | first read about the Mori Poll 
and the intentions of the CMA to 
promote country music in Britain, | 
thought at last our own bands and 
singers would get a chance. Alas, it 
was not to be. as the majority of the 
acts presently being promoted by 
the major record companies are in 
fact American 


Why can’t we have British country 
and western played by our own 
British country and western artistes? 
|, for one, would like to see the 
majors looking for home grown 
talent, raw material to shape and 
mould into the country and western 
that I’m sure the British public would 
take more interest in. 


Please don’t get me wrong, I've 
nothing against Americans (my own 
favourites are Kenny Rogers and 
Don Williams), but our own artistes 
are just as good. It’s a fallacy to 
believe that only Americans can 
make good country music. 


Robert M Lidster 
34 Gilders Way 
Clacton-on-Sea 
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Dear Editors 


| must write to say | have had my 
confidence restored in country 
music again with the fabulous 
Canadian Gordie West. | have 
spent the last few weeks unable to 
miss a concert from Gordie. Every 
venue was different, full of feeling 
and emotion, the presentation a 
delight. 


I'm sick of seeing scruffy 
presentation and this guy made 
country a pleasure to watch, as the 
Canadian songs were sung and 
played. | became so engrossed | 
felt as if a little of Canada had been 
explained to me. 


The North East has been privileged 
to hear talent | thought had been 
lost. | hope it won't be too long 
before he is back again! 


Thank you ‘Country Music Round 
Up’ for allowing us space to 
express our views. 


Gloria Carne 

99 Blackfell Road 
Blackfell, Washington 
Tyne & Wear. 
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Dear Editors 


Having been an avid reader of Mick 
Green’s written word in both 
‘CMRU’ and ‘The Stage’ papers, | 
was rather baffled at his lengthy 
contribution in last month’s ‘Round 
Up’. 

I think, even for this well known and 
respected scribe, his undertaking 
last month was, quite honestly, 
beyond him. 


His research, or should | say lack of 
it, missed many country chart 
entries. Here are just a few that 
may have slipped past those 
‘Green’ eyes:- 


Roger Miller ‘King Of The Road’ 
(No.1 in 1965); Billy Fury ‘Give Me 
Your Word’ (No.27 in 1966); 
Frankie McBride ‘Five Little 
Fingers’ (No.19 in 1967); Joan 
Baez ‘Night They Drove Old Dixie 
Down’ (No.6 in 1971); Gordon 
Lightfoot ‘If You Could Read My 
Mind’ (No.30 in 1971); Pussycat 
‘Mississippi’ (No.1 in 1976); Eagles 
‘Hotel California’ (No.8 in 1976); 
Dave Edmunds ‘Queen Of Hearts’ 
(No.11 in 1979): Deliverance 
‘Soundtrack ‘Duelling Banjos’ 
(No.17 in 1973). 


Never mind, we can't get it right all 
the time and, after all, it was entitled 
‘TRIES To Chart The Success’. 


lan Ashcroft 
41 Sussex Road, Southport. 


Eds: If you go back to and read Mick's 
introduction/explanation on the article, ie. 
item three of the paragraph immediately 
prior to the Sub Heading ‘The Statistics’, you 
have your answer, so your comments don't 
stand up. However, thank you for your 
additions, which I'm sure will add to the 
controversial topic of ‘what is and is not 
country music’ 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


Afew months ago we advertised our 
new EP ‘Cotton Eyed Joe’ in 
‘CMRU' 

The response to this ad. was 
amazing and took us completely by 
surprise. so much so that while | 
was touring abroad with my band. 
stocks of the record ran out athome 
Through the pages of your 
magazine. could | apologise to all 
those ‘Kickers’ who had to wait for 
our return from Norway anda 
subsequent reprint of the record 
before we could despatch their 
order 

We have now caught up with the 
backlog and have sufficient 
supplies to meet further demand. 
Keep on Kickin’ 


Pete Ryan 
1 Panama Drive 
Skirlaugh 
N. Humberside. 


Dear Editors 


Last time | wrote it was criticising 
Rosanne Cash's interview. She 
may be a lovely girl and a nice 
singer. but it doesn'tentitle her to try 
to ‘put us on’, 


Anyway. this time I'm writing about 
the Wembley Festival. especially in 
view of the fact that | really enjoyed 
it. from the Saturday show to the 
ultimate on Monday night with the 
‘Big Man’ Johnny Cash. It was a 
fabulous weekend. Every artiste, 
both British and American. was 
excellent. 


Of course it was a shame that 
Waylon didn’t come, but let's face it 
the replacements for him made up 
as far as I'm concerned. 


If | was to pick out one artiste above 
all the rest it’s pretty difficult. but I'd 
choose Janie Fricke, just. on 
balance. That's not to say everyone 
else wasn't great. they were, but her 
stage show. with the John Travolta 
type backing singer whose 
contortions resembled Travolta’s 
‘Saturday Night Fever’ dance. was 
not only funny it was entertaining 
and | like modern routines, so Janie 
gets my vote. But. | loved the lot. A 
couple of people weren't exactly my 
cup of tea. but they were 
professional and good for what they 
did. Anyway. thanks Mervyn. | hope 
the next one is as good. but 
somehow | can'tsee you topping his 
one. 

Duncan McVee 

54 Roman Road 

Darwen. Lancashire. 


OOOOOO 


Dear Editors 


Having just returned from the 
Wembley Festival, | then got my 
April issue of ‘CMRU’ and read the 
outburst from Jill Panebianco of 
Northampton regarding Marie 
Osmond, She confesses to 
complete ignorance of Waylon and 
Jessi and yet has the nerve to write 
to a country music magazine 
supporting Marie Osmond’s 
appearance at Wembley as being a 
country music singer! | wonder if Jill 
was there? | was! | had hoped to 
enjoy Marie's act as I’ve enjoyed the 
tracks I've heard off her ‘There’s No 
Stopping Your Heart’ album. But, 
the sound level was too deafening to 
distinguish the lyrics, distorting the 
words and making it more of a pain 
than a pleasure. So, like many other 
country fans, | left my seat for the 
duration of Marie's act and walked 
round the exhibition area, where we 
still had our ears blasted! 


Re Waylon and Jessi’s non- 
appearance. Obviously, if one is a 
keen fan of a particular artiste, then 
there is nobody who can possibly 
replace them. But, to have a Top-of- 
the-Bill act which can’t possibly be 
put on last because it would mean 
the rapid departure of the majority of 
the audience, poses some 
questions as to the validity of that act 
appearing at a Festival of Country 
Music. 


We have had all this discussion over 
her brothers’ two appearances at 
Wembley and | agree with Kathy 
O'Donnell that the Osmonds should 
have their own show with their 
“screamager’ fans and leave 
Wembley Festival for us country 
music fans. However, Mervyn Conn 
is obsessed with selling tickets and 
getting TV coverage and he'll 
continue doing whatever he can to 
gain his own ends. He does indeed 
have a difficult job to do, as Alan 
Armstrong says, but we fans can 
choose whether to support him or 
not. 


It all boils down to what one 
considers is value for money. So, | 
feel like Kathy O'Donnell, George 
McDonald and many other regular 
Wembley supporters - we won't be 
making advance arrangements for 
next Easter. We'll wait and see if it’s 
worth all the expense and effort. | 
only attended the Saturday and 
Sunday shows again this year and | 
missed the best day, because of 
‘Cash’! My main reason for going 
was George Jones, but he gave a 
disappointing performance, due 
apparently to his refusal to carry out 
a sound check. So, he let himself 
(and all his fans) down by storming 
off stage twice and cutting his act 
short. I'm not blaming Mervyn Conn 
for that, although the sound was 
certainly poor on both days. Nor do! 
believe that Mervyn Conn was 
responsible for disappointing 
Waylon Jennings’ fans. | just hope 
he can keep enough of his regular 
supporters to attend his Festival in 
the future, as I'd hate to see it fail 
(like certain others)! 
All the best. 


Diana Richardson 
14 Poplar Close 
Huntingdon. 


OOOOO 


Dear Editors 


In reply to the letter from George 
McDonald of Stranraer. re. 
replacing Waylon Jennings with 
Marie Osmond at Wembley, | 
should like to put the record 
Straight. 


The fact is that Marie Osmondis as 
much a country singer as any other 
of the Festival performers. She is 
by no means just an ‘ageing pop 
star’. Allow me to support my 
argument. 


Marie's first hit single, released in 
1973, was country. ‘Paper Roses’. 
followed by her debut album of the 
same name. She continued to 
make a name for herself with 
numerous country albums and 
singles and. at the age of fourteen. 
was nominated by America’s 
National Academy of Recording 
Artistes for ‘Best Female Country 
Vocal Performer Of The Year’. She 
continued to be a ‘Little Bit Country’ 
throughout the seventies, both on 
the ‘Donny & Marie Show’ and on 
disc. Now, in the 1980s, she has 
returned to her country mould with 
a string of hits, ‘Who's Counting’, 
‘Meet Me In Montana’ (with Dan 
Seals). which recently hit the 
number one country slot in the US, 
and now the current number one 
‘There's No Stopping Your Heart’, 
the title track of her new album. 


How can anyone say Marie 
Osmond isn't country? 


Mr McDonald, you are part of a 
minority! Even though British 
country fans were unsure about the 
Osmond Brothers’ arrival at first, 
you have to admit, in the 1984 and 
1985 Silk Cut Festivals, it didn't take 
long for them to get the audiences 
swinging. 

As regards empty seats, Mr Conn 
has done just the opposite in the 
past three festivals. He has added 
to the Wembley audiences, for, from 
now on, Osmond fans from all over 
the UK will flock to country festivals 
every year. We have all grown to 
love country music, just like the 
Osmonds have, and we're here to 
stay! I'm afraid Mr McDonald, you 
aren't a very faithful country fan if 
you're prepared to boycott future 
festivals just because there are 
Osmonds there. 

Yours ete. 

Karen Healey 

Rockfield Road 

Liverpool. 


Dear Editors 

Concerning the debate on how to 
make country music more popular 
in Britain, | would like to make some 
comments as someone who only 
started buying your country records 
a year ago. beginning with Linda 
Ronstadt. 

Including Rosanne Cash in the 
‘Discover New Country’ campaign 
informs people that country rock is 
still going. alongside the middle of 
the road singers like Don Williams. 
She might become a rock star here. 
| don't see any point in country 
performers trying to sound 
mainstream at the expense of 
being authentic because it is pop 
music anyway. with plenty of 
catchy songs. 

The nationality of a performer 
makes no difference to me. | 
suppose Juice Newton is 
American, but | don’t know. Her 
albums are magnificent anyway. 
The only album | have that could be 
Called British country is ‘Seven 
Singles Deep’ by The Icicle Works. 
a rock band in the tradition of Neil 
Young 

Yours sincerely 

John M Cooper 

24 Tennyson Close 

Woodbridge. Suffolk. 
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Dear Editors 


|, for one, appreciate the efforts of 
Mick Green (April), with his most 
informative article. Forget any 
omissions or inclusions, as it is a 
refreshing change to read an article 
from one of your contributors with 
little intended bias of views and 
tastes, not like so many others, 
telling us what we do wrong. 


It is a fact though that, while we are 
expected to love this ‘new wave’ or 
‘fringe country’, we have British 
artistes like Sydney Devine or even 
Foster & Allen etc., who can fill the 
local theatres in Norwich and 
Ipswich and so have a large 
following, yet can still take their style 
of country music to perhaps not 
solid country music audiences. 
Surely that is what is required? 


Mick mentioned Bernie Flint and 
Hank Wangford, but the first had TV 
exposure, which is normally sadly 
lacking for country music and the 
second (born in Suffolk), is a darling 
for those in the media, who love 
something new or way out. Yet 
neither would fill those same 
theatres. 

Regarding the buying of singles. 
Give us a choice of either British or 
American artistes and that could 
change to a considerable number 
and, while LPs are expensive for the 
average fan (who are in general not 
too well off), they can now listen to 
our music every day of the week on 
local stations. This can be some of 
the reason that blame is being put 
on taping instead of buying records. 


Sincerely 
Jim Crisp 
Ipswich, Suffolk. 


Please 


KEEP letters short. 


Write on one side of the _ 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP-MAY 1986 


~f 


SHOPS CLUBS ETC fie¢ 
SUPPLIED ON * 


WHOLESALE TERMS fie. ¢ 


HATS, BOLO TIES, 
BELTS, BUCKLES 
BEADWORK ETC. 


CATALOGUE FROM 


estern 


a 


26 Parkside Avenue. Romford. 
Essex. RM1 4ND (0708) 41758 


For single retail orders please contact 
Western advertisers in this publication 


TALENT CONTEST 
ENTRIES 


@ TO date, twenty-five acts have 
entered for the Country Music 
Talent Contest at the Worthing 
Pavilion over the Saturday and 
Sunday of the Mayday Bank 
Holiday. They include at least one 
identity crisis, with two acts using 
the same name. There's a 
Cherokee from Essex and a 
Cherokee from Kent. 

Other entries are:- 

Cheyenne Country Band (Gloucs); 
Brian Clayton (Gwent); The 
Country Brothers (London): 
Country Sounds (Worcs); Fingers 
& Co (Hants); Freda & Mike 
(London); Greta & The Stray Shots 
{London); Bill Hurren (Sussex): 
Alan Lee (Sussex); Little Linda 
(Cumbria); The Country Sounds Of 
The Lindtones (Sussex); Jan Mark 
& Norman Russell (Middx): 
Oakville Tune Wranglers 
(Sussex); Pedro (Berks); Prairie 
Oyster (Kent); Phil Redman 
(Sussex); Del Aaron-Shears 
(Kent); The Southern Blend Duo 
(Sussex); Mr Sticks (Devon); Nick 
Storm (Norfolk); Whiskey Mac 
Country (Hants); Jimmy Walker 
(Kent); Karen Young (Sussex). 


@ With the scant representation 
from outside the Home Counties, 
it’s hardly the Nationwide 
attraction event claimed by its 
promoters, but sufficient local 
interest means there will be three 
heats, with the Finals on Sunday 
evening. 


@ Tickets for each heat are £2.50 
each and a seat at the Final costs 
£3.50. Tickets for the whole 
weekend (all four shows) can be 
purchased for £8 (prepaid). 


@ LIVELY, high-energy sounds in a modern vein is how Fife based country band The Waltons describe their 


particular brand of country music. Fans who had the opportunity to see them in action recently, when they 
supported Ricky Skaggs for the second time at the Edinburgh venue of his latest European tour and at last 
month’s Silk Cut Festival will be hard put to disagree with them. 


® Currently in the process of 
establishing a reputation on their 
home circuit in Central Scotland, 
The Waltons are yet another of the 
increasing number of progressive 
young bands breaking into the local 
scene with the intention of 
revitalising the club circuit, using a 
vibrant approach to the music, 


@ Despite the lads’ individual 
years of experience in the music 
business, The Waltons are fairly 
new to the scene. Founder 
members Tony Ellington (lead, 
steel guitars), George Fraser (lead 
vocals), Keith Stutter (acoustic 
guitar) and John Gray (bass), 
formed the band in early 1984. 
Drummer Allan Moir, a longtime 
friend of the others, was persuaded 
to join them in May of that year, in 
time for their debut. 


@ For acountry band, the line up 
holds a probability of being 
reasonably stable, as the lads have 
all known and worked with each 
other for most of their adult lives. 
John and Keith spent a good 
number of years working with rock 
orientated bands, while George, 
Tony and Allan fell under the 
country influence and worked 
mainly with different bands on the 
circuit. The ultimate fusion of the 


THE BIG 
COUNTRY 
SHOW 


Theatre Royal, 


Glasgow Dave Hendry. 


@ SCOTLAND was the first in line 
for this package. entitled ‘The Big 
Country Tour’. Both Glasgow and 
Inverness lived up to reputation, 
leaving it to the last minute to 
decide whether to attend or not and 
giving apprehension to promoters 
and venue management. As it 
turned out, there was no reason for 
worry. Both venues were well 
attended. with Glasgow showing a 
more than average interest. 


@ Opening the show. or so we 
thought. would be the Moody 
Brothers, to be followed by George 
Hamilton IV. Not so! After a few 
opening bars. George Hamilton IV 
surprised us yet again. by the 
casual approach and beaming 
smile and I'm certain if there had 
been a walkway between stage 
and audience. he would have done 
his set among the fans. with 
genuine sincerity. 


It's been a long time since George 
Hamilton lV was ‘Out Behind The 
Barn’. thirty years in fact and it was 
this small part of those years which 
were shared, in a very homely 
atmosphere. Surprise number two 
came in the second number, with 
the ‘new’ George Hamilton IV 
introducing an up-tempo sound and 
going into the western swing basics, 
with his former hit ‘Abilene’ 
following in similar vein with many of 
the ‘golden oldie’ songs which 
delighted the audience and must 
surely have enlarged his 
personality to many more. A terrific 
performance. 


HAVE YOU DISCOVERED 
THE WALTONS ? 


Review by Irene Paterson, 


two spheres of music into a 
contemporary country band has 
resulted in an intensely visual, high- 
energy act that the band project 
enthusiastically on stage. Although 
there is still an element of 


@ Only their second appearance in 
the UK and a first nationwide tour, 
but the Moodys gave the impression 
they are going to take the country by 
storm and by the end of their set 
there were few who would venture 
to contradict the lads from North 
Carolina. From ‘Cotton Eyed Joe’ to 
‘Rocky Top’, you name it and they 
had it. A group that could, and 
certainly will, give country music a 
much needed jolt and kick up the 
backside. 


@ Nostrangers North of the Border, 
the seemingly ageless Tim F:aherty 
and the boys showed those who 
remember their first appearance 
some years ago, that nothing has 
changed. Poacher country is not 
often seen now at club level in 
Scotland, but that takes nothing 
away from an excellent 
performance when in concert in their 
own right. It was a pity we didn’t get 
more than a few numbers. 


@ The number thirty comes up 
again, this time in regard to Slim 
Whitman's first appearance in 
Glasgow in 1956, only this time the 
years did show. Nostalgia is a good 
thing in many ways, but on this 
occasion the word took on a rather 
sympathetic meaning. Few would 
expect an artiste to retain the 
standing which took Slim Whitman 
to the top of the charts in years gone 
by andit was this loss and time lapse 
between appearances in Scotland 
that had many in two minds what to 
expect. Perhaps too much was 
expected. Perhaps nobody wanted 
to ‘show their age’ by remembering. 
Perhaps others, like myself, 
preferred to look back and 
remember the Slim Whitman of 
yesteryear. 


Maybe in the future, more will be 
seen of ‘young’ Byron Whitman, 
who passed himself off as following 
in father's footsteps. The uncanny 
likeness is convincing. Obviously 
the lad has set his mind on, ‘like 
father, like son’. Yes, even to the last 
hair in his moustache. A nostalgic 
evening, yes, but as far as Slim 
Whitman was concerned, I'm afraid 
itended there. _ 


scepticism to their performance 
amongst.a certain faction on the 
club circuit, the lads maintain that 
the overall reaction has been a 
positive one, giving them a much 
needed boost of confidence. 


Ray 


Lynam 


and 


Philomena 4 
Begley 


UK 
CONCERT 
TOUR 
MAY 
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@ In their stage act, The Waltons 
display preference for the more 
uptempo pop country sounds so 
popular on the US market and their 
diverse musical experience ensures 
aknockout delivery, which just might 
prove to be alittle too ultra-modern 
for the average country club-ber. 
Certainly, many of the songs they 
show a keen inclination towards are 
outside the general scope of 
material normally used by British 
lands and, although they are to be 
‘applauded for their refusal to 
conform to out-dated standards, 
some people in the media fear they 
may find themselves unfairly 
penalised for their innovative 
concepts, as the constant striving for 
the acceptance of anything new 
requires time and patience. But, if 
The Waltons 
are prepared 
to invest 
both in their 
career, they: 
could well 
develop into 
atop rated 
country 
band. 


DOO 
OO 


@ After only a year of playing 
together, the lads were offered the 
opportunity to support Ricky 
Skaggs on his first visit to these 
shores last year, when he played 
Edinburgh's Playhouse Theatre. 
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ABERDEEN, CAPITOL THEATRE 


INVERNESS, EDEN COURT (2 shows) 


GLASGOW, CITY HALL 
AYR, THE ODEON 
CARLISLE, SANDS CENTRE 


MIDDLESBROUGH, TOWN HALL 
NORWICH, THEATRE ROYAL 
BIRMINGHAM, TOWN HALL 
LINCOLN, RITZ THEATRE 
IPSWICH, GAUMONT THEATRE 
WORTHING, PAVILION 
SOUTHPORT, THEATRE 
DARTFORD, THE ORCHARD 
OXFORD, APOLLO THEATRE 
NORTHAMPTON, DERNGATE 


Entertaining a packed house full of 
die-hard country fans who eagerly 
awaited the on-stage arrival of the 
modern bluegrass maestro was no 
easy task. The band, however, gave 
a laudable performance which 
gained them many new fans. 


@ Their second appearance with 
Skaggs, earlier this year, showed 
that The Waltons had gained 
considerable maturity in the 
presentation of their act, having 
honed down their physical energies 
somewhat without actually 
detracting from the dynamism. The 
result was a much closer on-stage 
musical harmony, highlighting an 
enormous potential for this young 
band. George Fraser handles the 
sole lead vocals (unusual itself in a 
modern band) and exhibits a keen 
awareness of lyrical expression, 
especially in the contemporary 
ballads he professes having a 
strong partiality to, while the 
instrumental accompaniment from 
the rest of the band complements 
rather than upstages this. 


@ Still basically a local band, 


_ working asmallcircuit, The Waltons 


are eager to branch out and reacha 
wider audience. On the Best Of 
British at the Silk Cut Festival this 
year, country music fans nationwide 
were able to judge for themselves 
the true worth of this progressive 
young band and their positive, well- 
balanced programme must have 
impressed anyone who saw them. 


Wembley observations by Colin Kettle. 
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(0292) 264049 
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@ IT looks like RCA and Liberty have been digging out @ Side Two shows another of Jones’ talents as he 

all their ‘old masters’ to launch upon the British public slides from heartbreak country to western swing, giving SAT/SUN 5 & 6 JULY 1986 

as a reminder of just what country music is, in the midst an extremely good account of himself. These ten songs 

of the ‘Discover New Country’ campaign. are normally associated with Bob Wills, the ‘King of ALMA/ MATTHEW BROWN BREWERIES 


SIXTH ANNUAL 


COUNTRY 
JAMBOREE 


GYPSIES GREEN STADIUM, 
SOUTH SHIELDS, TYNE & WEAR 


Western Swing’, but | was left wondering what would be 
p AST M ASTE RS the state of country music today if George had opted for 
a career in this field. Of one thing I’m certain, western 
swing today would enjoy much more success than it 
@ RCA go back to 1966 for the re-issue of Waylon does. Tracks are:- Bubbles In My Beer; Faded Love: 
Jennings’ ‘Leavin’ Town’, a twelve tracker from Roly Poly; Trouble In Mind; Take Me Back To Tulsa; The 
Waylon's folk/country period. Even at this stage, Warm Red Wine; Time Changes Everything: Worried 
Waylon could be seen to be something of an outlaw, Mind; Silver Dew On The Bluegrass Tonight; San 
mixing songs from Autry Inman, Mel Tillis and Harlan Antonio Rose. 
Howard, the accepted country writers, with material 
from young pretenders like Gordon Lightfoot, folky Rod fan’s collection. 
McKuen and original Jennings’ songs. But, Waylon 
certainly has come a long way since then. (Take a listen 
to his current MCA release). The tracks on ‘Leavin’ 
Town’ are:— Leavin’ Town; Time To Bum Again; If You 
Really Want Me To I'll Go; Baby, Don’t Be Looking In 
My Mind; But That's Alright; Time Will Tell The Story; 
You're Gonna Wonder About Me; Anita, You're 
Dreaming; Doesn’t Anybody Know My Name; Falling 
For You; | Wonder Just Where | Went Wrong. (An 
economical way to replace those early Waylon hits). 


A marvellous album that should be in every country 
Pete Smith. 


SPONSORS include:- Herron & Craig/Newlife Cleaning 
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171 South Frederick Street, South Shields, 
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@ Liberty have been into the United Artists vaults to 
rescue two George Jones albums from 1962 and have 
put most of the tracks on one album, entitled ‘George 
Jones Salutes Hank Williams And Bob Wills’. |, 
personally, found the format, a legend sings the songs of 
two legends, quite exciting. The ten songs associated 
with Hank Williams proved without a doubt that Jones 
was a worthy successor. His interpretations have those 


Comperes: 


PETER JOHN BERGG (Radio Tees) 
BRIAN CLOUGH (Metro Radio) 


Saturday Afternoon Sunday Afternoon 
2.00 - 6.00 pm 12.00 - 6.00 pm 


Raymond Froggatt Band Kelvin Henderson Band 


equal levels of emotion that made the originals so Gerry Hogan & Dave Hayward Louisiana Hellraisers 
successful. A glance at the titles reveals a strong bias Al Barrett & The Linemen Ann & Ray Brett Trio 
toward sad songs, on which Jones tears himself apart so 


Eddie Walker High Plains Drifter 


convincingly one feels almost an eavesdropper on some 
extremely sensitive conversations. The tracks on this 
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; Hokum Hotshots 
one are:- Wedding Bells; | Just Don't Like This Kind Of (0522) Saturday Night neat 
Livin’; You Win Again; | Could Never Be Ashamed Of 41546 7.00 - 11.30pm Sunday Night 
You; You’re Gonna Change; House Without Love; Your Colorado 7.00 - 10.30 pm 
Cheatin’ Heart; They'll Never Take Her Love From Me; Py 
Mansion On The Hill; Take These Chains From My Vegas The Hillsiders 
Heart. Ruby Rendall & Cimarron Kelvin Henderson Band 
Diesel Cowboys Stu Page & Remuda meee tne 
PRICE. te 
A blizzard was blowing, but lwas warm and cosy inside Nashville Fever iS customised bus. We drank and Full WackenveARSessOnen “£6.Gbih ananGe EAUO bribe ) 
talked about pickin’ and singing’, oblivious to the snow banking up outside. To Nashville Fever, a customised All Day Saturday £3.50 Pasi Z 
bus is no luxury, it is absolutely essential to a band who spend upward of three hundred days a year on the All Day Sunday £3.50 £4 50 
road. Saturday Evening Only £3 00 £3.50 
; Z Sunday Evening Only £3.00 £3 50 Z 
eee OaP/UBAsperaay £250 
E hild! 
who have been on the scene for NO CU RE FOR TH AT Cite PCT aY sep 
around two years command such a Y, Discounts available for block bookings. Please make cheques/POs payable to ALMA. M 
. 7 ZI 
large number of bookings? The ( For further information, including camping and accommodation facilities, telephone (091) 4540269. Q 
answer is not a simple one. Their NA HV] LLE FEVER I } 
success is due to a blend of talent, a SS. Se NS ae OOS pee SIN ene NNN ene NNN eS NAN eS NN eS 


musical knowledge, stage sense and, 
perhaps most important, sheer 
dedication to their chosen business. 


Pete Smith. 


@ Nashville Fever are essentially a 
band of the eighties, though their 
repertoire ranges from Jimmie 
Rodgers and Huddie Leadbetter to the 
Oak Ridge Boys and Alabama, taking 
in songs from all aspects of country 
and arranging them to suit their 
particular talents. The band’s image, 
long hair, beards and western dress, 
gives the impression of contemporary 
hillbillies. 


(0843) 821440 or eo 
(0304) 830627 Yotice 
AMERICAN Board 


4-PIECE COUNTRY BAND 
AVAILABLE WITH 
FEMALE VOCALIST OR CABARET 


@ The band are musically aware. 
They closely follow every development 
in the business, eager to improve and . i 
update their performances at every 
opportunity. This dedication to giving 
the fans what they rightfullydemandis =~ 

further enhanced by the fact that none , 

of the musicians ever take a drink ' 

(other than tea or coffee) before or & 
during a show. 


@ The band began their bid for 
success in 1984 with a welter of 
experience behind them, for when you 
analyse its members you find . . . 


eagnssemceenesag oe ti 


@ COLIN FORD @ ROY HANGER @ KEN MOORE @ ALI THORN 
(lead vocals/guitar/harp/fiddle) (lead guitar/twin-neck guitar/steel/ (drums/percussion/vocals) (bass/harmony) 
Colin had played with several semi- harmony) Ken also gained his grounding with The newest member of the band, Ali 
pop bands during the sixties and Roy had spent eleven years working various rock, skiffle and rhythm and stepped in last year as a replacement 
seventies, progressing from West with skiffle, jazz, pop and rock bands. blues bands. He played bass with Pete for George Ing, who retired due to the 
Coast sounds, via folk, to get to He worked with drummer Eric Delaney Green, the legendary rock guitarist, group's heavy touring schedule. Ali 
Nashville Fever. He particularlyenjoys until he took his sticks to America. The before moving into country with the wae with Roy Hanger in Moving Finger 
songwriting, an exercise he’s backing group, Moving Finger kept Saddletramps and his own band in until 1981, when he retired to study 
particularly good at, and plans to together as a touring and recording London. Then Ken moved to Norwich, electronics and computing. He enjoys 
record a full cassette of his own band, with Roy playing a major role where he worked with Aubrey Lovejoy all kinds of music. 

original material in the not too distant until he left because of ill health in and Jon Derek's Country Fever before @ There then is my diagnosis of 


ater : , gnosis of ADVERTISING IN C.M.R.U. 
future. Colin likes a broad spectrum of 1981. However, it was Roy who was a he too became a founder member of Nashville Fever, for which there is no 


country music, from George Jones to founder member of Nashville Fever. Nashville Fever. Ken enjoys the music cure, but the symptoms are infinitely DOESN 'T COST IT PAYS 
Gram Parsons. His influences include Roy Buchanan. of Buck Owens. enjoyable. U se 


(FORMERLY WHITEWATER) 
A new name, familiar faces, good country music. 
(0959) 73429 
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@ | was then persuaded by the 
motley backstage gathering to leg- 
pull the audience, when 
presenting Red Rose Radio 
presenter Mike Tunstall (a ringer 
for Kenny Rogers), so | told them 
that Mike was missing but the 
superstar had jetted in to lend his 
support to the British scene. The 
whole theatre went so bananas | 
even started to believe my own 
leg-pull. The resemblence was 
uncanny. Anyhow, the real Mike 
Tunstall then introduced the 
Hillsiders, who cruised through 
their set with the style of seasoned 
bill toppers, maintaining the 
momentum of a superb night from 
British country music acts in a big 
theatre setting. 


WARRINGTON’ 
SPECTRUM ARENA 


OOOOO 
OOOOO 


BRITISH COUNTRY 
ROUND-UP AND 
BIG COUNTRY ‘86 


@ THE Spectrum Arena, 
Warrington, linked together two 
shows, the British Country Round- 
Up and Big Country Show '86, 
under the banner of North West All 
Star Country Festival, to produce 
two splendid evenings of 


entertainment in country style. @ Evening Two - brought in the 


Mervyn Conn touring production 
Big Country '86, opened by the 
impeccable George Hamilton IV. 
This great country music 
gentleman is known 
Internationally as ‘The 
Ambassador’, but to me he’s 
‘Captain Cool’. ‘Captain’ because 
of his quiet quality of leadership, 
‘Cool’ because of his power to 
keep complete control in any given 
Situation. 


@ Evening One - The so titled 
British Country Round Up was 
booked under the direction of Joe 
Butler from the Ricky McCabe 
Agency. Among those booked was 
yours truly as resident show 
compere, to be aided and abetted 
by a gathering of local radio 
country music presenters. First to 
the stage came White Line Fever. 
This Lancashire based band gave 
a dazzling display of musical 
talent, which delighted the very 
responsive audience. | can 
confidently report and predict that 
White Line Fever will regain and 
surpass all their former glories if 
they keep their current line up and 
dynamic work rate. A perfect start 
to the show. 


@ On this tour George IV shared 
the stage with his proteges The 
Moody Brothers. This band is a 
real find for the International 
country music scene. Their show, 
both as backing musicians and in 
their own right was a joy to 
witness. | was also most 
impressed with their off stage 
presentation in getting out and 


@ Ron Jones of Marcher Sound having time for the fans. 


enlightened the audience about 
his country music programme, 
before bringing Liverpool's Kenny 
Johnson & Northwind to the stage. 
This band now enjoy star status 
with their fine musical deliveries. 
A highlight of their beautiful, 
controlled forty minute set was 
lead guitarist Bobby Arnold's 
tribute to the late, great Merle 
Travis. The backstage gathering of 
musicians and staff joined the 
audience in acclaim of a fine set. 


@ After the interval Warrington’s 
very own Poacher stormed on 
stage to great audience acclaim. 
Their short set delighted the home 
fans and they stayed on stage to be 
joined by super steelie Jerry West, 
to form Slim Whitman's tour band. 
Living legend Slim Whitman took 
the stage to thunderous adulation 
from his devoted fans. He pulled 
out all the stops to give his 
followers their musical trip down 
‘Memory Lane’ and succeeded. He 
then brought his son Byron forward 
as a lead vocalist, also featuring 
him on piano. Slim Whitman is 
Still an institution in Britain, in 
Warrington he proved exactly why! 
Thanks Spectrum Arena fora great 
two days. Here's to many more in 


@ There followed a short interval, 
then it was Kenny Johnson of BBC 
Radio Merseyside, introducing 
one of his favourite Southern 
based bands Hickory Lake..Led by 
Vic Woodhouse they gave a 
splendid demonstration of crowd 
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pleasing talents in proof of the the future. 

skills being shown within home 

grown country music nationwide. Brian Ahern. g 
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Country Music at its Polished Best 


Roberts 


Two super singles 
now available. 


‘I've Got A Country Song To Sing’ 
I‘Sing Me Back Home’ 


‘My Mama And My Dad’/ 
‘S Old Rugged Cross’ 


i> 
% DETAILS... 


(0776) 5683 (24 hours). 


Weekend Silk Cut Festival; Mean 
Fiddler and back to Ladbroke’s. | had 
also hoped to visit Butlin’s mixed 
music event at Bognor, but, quite 
frankly, although the spirit (mainly 
Jim Beam) was willing, the flesh was 
definitely too weak, so itwas a 
pleasure to have a few days when! 
could relax, relatively speaking, with 
old friends at Pontin’s. 


PONTIN'S 
COUNTRY 


@ The entertainment scheduled was 
very much a case of ‘as usual’, but! 
felt last year that Camber Sands did 
not manage the good atmosphere of 
the other Holiday Villages and it was 
confirmed this year. However, it 
seems it's something that Festival 


@ IT’S been a hectic two weeks, 
Wednesday ‘Pump Boys And 
Dinettes’; Thursday Jerry Jeff Walker 
and Guy Clark; Friday ‘Round Up's 
Ladbroke House Party; the Easter 


To 


pdate susssuseensss 


COUNTRY QUESTIONS 


CIANSWERED BY PETE SMITH AND FRIENDS 


t/ 


John Cooper of Suffolk asks three 

questions after taking me to task 
for my comments about the British 
Country Chart. It seems that John 
misunderstood my remarks about 
Eagles’ albums being available from 
the sales rack. lam a great Eagles fan, 
John and intended no criticism of the 
band, but the fact is that most of the 
Eagles’ product is available at half 
price. My criticism is of the chart, 
which should reflect sales of newly 
released albums. Anyway, to your 
questions. 


1) When were Linda Ronstadt’s 
albums first issued in Britain? 

2) What are Linda’s views of punk/ 
new wave music? 

3) Have any country rock musicians 
ever obtained any CMC awards? 


Linda Ronstadt’s albums 

have been released in the UK 
since her first solo effort, ‘Hand 
Sewn, Home Grown’ (Capitol) in 
1968. Linda’s views on new wave 
music are unknown to me, but I 
would suggest that she has a 
strong liking for the genre. This is 
based on studying the lady’s more 
recent albums. On ‘Living In The 
USA’, we find ‘Alison’ by Elvis 
Costello and ‘Mohammed's Radio’ 
by Warren Zevon, for instance. In 
the past Linda has been seen at 
concerts featuring the Clash. 


You say you doubt that any country 
rockers have received CMA awards 
or appeared on the Grand Ole Opry. 
Oh, ye of little faith! Alabama were 
the first group to win ‘Entertainer Of 
The Year’ and now own an armful of 
CMA awards. Sawyer Brown picked 
up the ‘Horizon Award’ last year. Of 
course, it depends on what your 
definition of ‘country rockers’ is. 
What was country rock five years 
ago may not be viewed as such 
today. In 1976, ‘Wanted, The 
Outlaws’, featuring Waylon, Willie, 
Tompall Glaser and Jessi Colter 
was voted ‘Album Of The Year’. 
That same year, Waylon and Willie 
picked up ‘Single Of The Year’ for 
‘Good Hearted Woman’ and in 
1979 the same award went to the 
Charlie Daniels Band for ‘The Devil 
Went Down To Georgia’. Waylon 
was ‘Male Vocalist Of The Year’ in 
1975 and, with Willie, ‘Vocal Duo’ in 
1976. Charlie Daniels was 
‘Instrumentalist Of The Year. It 
really is a matter of interpretation. Dr 
Hook and The Medecine did make 
one brief appearance on the Grand 
Ole Opry and there have been 
reports of numerous more ‘unlikely 
artistes’ over the years. 


& Pam Rudge is after a record or 
cassette of Des O'Connor's ‘Sing 
A Favourite Country Song’? 


This 1973 recording is well 

deleted Pam and, of course, is 
not considered by most to be 
‘country’. Can anyone out there 
help? 


Organiser Bob Chapple and Pontins 
have also realised, because next year 
the Festival moves to Sand Bay Camp, 
Brixham, Devon. 


@ Only around 1,500 people stayed 
for the final four days after the Easter 
holiday was over, but I’m told a lot 
more had been there over the holiday 
weekend. Personally, | felt that the 
entertainment on offer did not have the 
in-depth quality of previous events, but 
person after person, however, went out 
of their way to say how much they were 
enjoying resident bands Campbell's 
Country in the Ballroom and Clovis in 
the Concert Room. Also, it seemed to 
me, the square dancing and western 


ae Linda Lovelock of Epsom requires 
the fan club address of Kris 
Kristofferson and complains of the 
apathy shown towards him by the 
media? 


Kris’s recorded output has 

been very sparse these last 
few years and, to be fair, the man is 
not very forthcoming with 
information, so he gives little 
opportunity for the media to feature 
him. It would be unfair to expect 
writers to keep rehashing those 
same old bios, when space can be 
devoted to artistes who do take the 
trouble to promote themselves. You 
are not alone in your beliefs Pam. | 
have several Kristofferson fans write 
to me regularly and on at least three 
occasions this year, we have had 
questions about his songs. 
However, Kris is apparently 
scheduled to tour Britain in the 
autumn, so | am sure you'll be 
hearing more about him before the 
year’s out. Meanwhile, try dropping 
a line to Jeri Smith, 200 Crescent 
Drive, Littlefield, Texas 79339. 


B Evelyn Simpson of Urghuart 
would like information about Sue 
Terry, who had an album ‘Sue Terry 
Sings’ on the Decca label circa 1969 
and also asks what has become of 
Rose Brennan? 


CD Help! I've never heard of Sue 

Terry, though | would suspect 
she was a British singer, 
considering that the tracks from the 
album appear to be cover versions, 
ie. ‘The Home You're Tearing 
Down’ was Loretta Lynn in 1965 
and ‘Paper Mansions’ was Dottie 
Westin 1967. Once again, help, you 
friends out there! 


@ And now to some answers to our 
oustanding questions. 

Jim Reeves did record an album of 
narratives. ‘Talkin’ To Your Heart’ 
(RCA INTS 1425), released in 
1973, features, Trouble In The 
Amen Corner; I'm Waiting For Ships 
That Never Come In; Annabel Lee; 
The Gun; The Farmer And The 
Lord; The Shifting Whispering 
Sands; Old Tige; Why Do | Love 
You; The Spell Of The Yukon; Men 
With Broken Hearts; Too Many 
Parties And Too Many Pals; Seven 
Days. My thanks to Jim McKenzie 
and Trish Andrews. 

Arthur Pimblett reckons he’s got a 
full list of Susan McCann recordings 
and there is no track even 
resembling ‘Are There Any 
Cowboys Left In The USA’. Arthur 
re-inforces the feeling that ‘My 
Sister's Wedding Dress’ is really ‘| 
Gave My Wedding Dress Away’ by 
Kitty Wells. 

Sandy Watt tells us that ‘Down At 
The Bluebird’ comes from the 
album ‘What's A Nice Guy Like Me 
Doing In A Place Like This’ and that 
Chuck Jennings can be contacted 
at Sandyland Records, PO Box 
1027, Hendersonville, Tennessee. 
Sandy says Chuck has an album, 
‘Under Your Spell’ (D452). 


dancing sessions that went on virtually 
all day, were always well supported. 


@ Of the visiting acts, Raymond 
Froggatt turned in one of those magic 
performances that still had people 
talking days later and West Virginia 
had the crowd really rocking with 
laughter when they and Clovis decided 
to join each others sets without 
invitation. This involved Alan of Clovis 
being carried in ina coffin during West 
Virginia's romantic number, Keith of 
West Virginia being dressed as a Russ 
Abbott type Scottish boxer and 
thumping all of Clovis, plus much other 
general mayhem. Superb (knock-out) 
entertainment! 


@ CMRU's Clive Wynes gives us 
another Chuck Jennings album, 
‘Lookout For’ (SD454). 

The ‘Lady Grey’ video, though 
given a number, appears not to 
exist. Thorn/EMI deny any 
knowledge of this film, so until we 
find out more, we will drop the 
question. 


Molly McCubbin tells us that Sydney 
Devine's fan club is located at 
Newton Street, Kilsyth, Glasgow 
G65 OUX. 


@ Our friends have been a great 
help to us this month, so let us see 
what we can do with our 
outstanding questions. But, first, ol’ 
Barry Cansell has really laid into 
me for one of my answers. 


Christine Lawson asked me where 
she could buy Ray Charles’ ‘Take 
These Chains From My Heart’ and 
‘!Can’t Stop Loving You’. | referred 
her to a fifties specialist shop, but 
Barry says | should have referred 
her to the Ray Charles country 
albums, ‘The Modern Sounds In 
Country And Western Music’ and 
two or three of his general albums. 
But Barry, Christine wanted the 
singles, so | don't need to 
apologise for not mentioning 
Charles’ albums. Incidentally 
Christine, if you are in the market 
for albums, can | refer you to Hank 
Williams for the original ‘Take 
These Chains’ and Don Gibson for 
the original ‘I! Can’t Stop Loving 
You’. Nevertheless Barry, thanks 
for your detailed information. | too 
have those albums by Ray and 
thoroughly enjoy them. 


TOGETHER 


@ Trish Andrewsis a lonely country 
fan, who lives in Bristol. Trish and 
her husband used to travel all over 
to see country music and, over the 
years, the couple built up a 
respectable collection. But, Trish 
never listens to them now, for she 
lost her much loved husband last 
year and with him some of her 
enthusiasm for country music, (very 
understandable). But, can we help 
rebuild her passion for the music? 
What we need for Trish is a pen pal, 
a young fellow (in his early sixties 
preferred), but I'm sure Trish would 
answer any letters sent to me from 
anyone. So come on now, don't be 
bashful. Get that pen to paper. 


@ Finally, we are still looking for a 
song containing the line ‘Compared 
to Loretta Lynn I'm a city slicker’ 
(reckon it must be Grandpa Jones 
or someone like him); a song with 
the theme ‘I'm the son of a sailor 
and the sea’s in my blood’ (what 
about the early Hank Snow 
albums); information on Diane 
Pfeifer and Paula Kelly and 
recording information of the Waylon 
and Willie album ‘18 Golden Hits’. 
(We have the track listings and label 
details). 


@ Another surprise winner was 
Midlands based Joe Sadio, who has 
worked in folk music, as a comedian 
and as an actor, but is now working the 
country music ‘pub’ scene as a solo 
entertainer. Joe, | think, originally 
comes from the West Indies, so it is 
acceptable that his act is a bit ‘raggae’ 
round the edges, but his lunchtime spot 
was so popular that he was invited to 
perform a concert set in the evening. 


He plays guitar, harmonica, bass 
pedals and uses a drum box to back his 
programme of basically contemporary 
songs (Ed Bruce material being 
particularly favoured). His voice is 
pleasant rather thax startling, but it is 


MORE POWER TO 
THE MEAN 
FIDDLER’S ELBOW! 


@ OVER the years | sometimes 
feel | have seen more top live 
country music than almost anyone 
in Britain and there is hardly a 
major name to visit these shores 
that | have missed. There have 
been some average nights and 
some superb nights in the last 
couple of years, many of them at 
the Mean Fiddler Club, Harlesden, 
but | have never enjoyed a country 
music performance so much 
anywhere in Britain as that of Lacy 
J Dalton and the Dalton Boys at 
around midnight on Easter 
Saturday. 


@ OK, | will admit, 1am a Lacy J 
Dalton freak. She is simply my 
favourite female country singer, so 
as | left the Mean Fiddler an hour 
or so after she had finished, | was 
still walking eighteen inches 
above the ground. 


@ At the Mean Fiddler the music 
was loud, in fact you were almost 
living inside the sound. But, not all 
the songs are rocky. On the 
contrary, some of her best songs 
are more gentle, like ‘Hillbilly Girl 
With The Blues’, ‘16th Avenue’ 
etc., but itis on the less restrained 
ones like ‘Wild Turkey’ or ‘Baby 
You Can Rock With Me’ that she 
comes into her own and, although 
the whole band were simply 
superb, | feel | must give special 
mention to guitarist Rex Stemm, 
who seemed to add a new 
dimension to the instrument and 
was brilliant, whether simply 
filling in as the vocals dropped 
down, or picking the whole 
performance up with real ballsy 
solos. 


@ The following night! saw Lacy J 
Dalton get an encore at Wembley 
arena, but believe you me, you 
must try to see her in a smaller 
Setting and get the full effect. This 
lady gives so much, nothing is held 
back. The whole of her emotions 
are there to be seen. She looks 
‘drained’ at the end of each 
performance, but has every right 
to be, for just playing guitar as she 
sings, or simply holding the ‘mike’ 
draws her one hundred per cent 
effort. 


@ One of Lacy J Dalton’s songs is 
‘Satisfy Me’. You will gather from 
this review that, musically, the 
lady did just that as far as I'm 
concerned. When | met her three 
years ago, | offered to put this 
petite lady with the gutsy, bluesy 
voice, into my suitcase and bring 
her home. Late in 1984 | again 
tried to persuade her to come 
when | saw her in Texas. Easter 
Saturday convinced me | was 
right, but | hope we see a lot more 
of this lady and her excellent band 
in Britain. They're one act that will 
also appeal to the younger fans. 
Thanks Lacy J for making Easter 
1986 more than a bit special! 


Mick Green. —' 


his personality that attracts the fans 
and allows him to get away with one- 
line jokes that are ‘more saucy than 
blue’, but might prove offensive from a 
less likeable personality. 


@ | feel country music needs artistes 
who can supply a little bit of humour to 
lighten these types of Festivals and | 
predict that Joe could become an act 
that country fans will take to their 
hearts if he is given an opportunity. 
These showcases have proved good 
stepping stones to artistes in the past, 
Johnny Marks being one example and 
Pontins are to be congratulated on 
keeping up the tradition. 


g 


REGIONAL 
REPORT 


DEVON/CORNWALL 


John Autton 


@ IT was nice to run into so many 
familiar faces from Devon and 
Cornwall at Wembley over Easter. 
Just like home from home in many 
respects. Meantime, back on the 
home front, it’s been a month of 
mixed blessings as far as country 
music goes. The anticipated visit 
from Transatlantic Connections 
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failed to materialise, leaving 
venues where they had been 
booked with the headache of trying 
to find replacement bands at the 
very last minute. Apart from the fact 
that no explanation was 
forthcoming to the venues 
concerned, several of we local 
radio presenters had our credibility 
questioned, because of the fact we 
had been plugging away at this 
band’s proposed appearances. 


@ Oneofthe CMCs affected by the 
band’s non-appearance was 
Nashville CMC, but organiser Tony 
Joe Marshall was luckily able to 
secure the services of two fine 
bands, Bolero and Tumbleweed 
Connection and he asked us to 
pass on his and the members’ 
thanks to both bands, who gave up 
a night off in order to entertain the 
many people present. Other acts at 
the Nashville CMC recently have 
included Stringband, with their 
usual quality country 
entertainment, an excellent blend 
of good music and subtle comedy. | 
was equally impressed by the 
performance of Wyde, Ide & 
Legless, a trio from Somerset, led 
by the irrepressible Hoppy Horton. 


@ Another let down venue, the 
High Chapparral CMC at the Hay 
Tor Hotel, llsington, Nr. Newton 
Abbot, found organiser Derek 
Sutton feeling pretty disgruntled by 
having been let down (yet again by 
a visiting act). But, his thanks go to 
Tony Marshall and his own band, 
Nashville Deluxe for saving that 
night for a very healthy sized 
audience. My personal thanks go 
out to Derek and Pam Sutton and 
their regular members for 
presenting me with the proceeds of 
their efforts for the annual DevonAir 
Radio Charity Appeal ‘Operation 
DevonCare’, which somehow 
involved me riding Derek Sutton’s 
Quarter Horse. 


@ In Tiverton, Bob McKinlay & 
Dixie Fried were recent visitors to 
the New Hall, Barrington Street and 
a good authority tells me theirs was 
an impeccable performance. Let's 
hope that a few more of our local 
enlightened promoters and club 
organisers will provide Bob 
McKinlay with more bookings in the 
not too distant future. Appearing as 
support was local singer Jon Mills 
and my sources info he’s a 


competent banjo player, but, on the 
night they felt the vocals left a lot to 
be desired. ‘Nuff said. The show at 
The New Hall this month will be 
provided by the Yellowstone Picnic 
Band with Jolene & Barry. It’s also 
the last show until their new country 
season starts in September, with 
Colorado and local favourites 
Stringband. 


@ At the Double ‘H’ CMC, Lord 
Haldon Hotel, Dunchideock, which 
continues to thrive, | enjoyed music 
from Cornish duo Chas & Val Ryder. 
lona & Andy with Sarah Jory 
attracted another full house. They 
are a smashing duo in their own 
right, but when Sarah appears with 
them, they take on a whole new 
dimension with all the right bits in the 
right places. Excellent value for 
money. An added bonus to Iona, 
Andy and Sarah’s appearance was 
the emergence of a brand new form 
of entertainment (but no less 
entertaining), the Double ‘H’ 
Kissogram Service, who found a 
very worthy victim in club organiser 
Simon Preece, who was enjoying 
the pleasures of being yet another 
year older. 
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@ From Cornwall, news has finally 
reached me of the Heavy Transport 
CMC's annual two-day Spring 
Festival at St. Austell, Cornwall, this 
month. Stagecoach, Cargo, Terry 
Dean & The New Misty Dream 
Band, Kinda Country, Bolero, 
Johnny Spencer, The Dick Edwards 
Duo, Nashville Fever and Keith 
Manifold & Friends are the acts 
booked to entertain. Details can be 
obtained from John Burrows on St. 
Austell (0726) 61843. Tell him 
where you read it! 


@ It was good to see a better 
audience on my recent visit to The 
Carlton Suite, Liskeard, where 
Stringband and Country Breeze 
were entertaining, (almost five 
hours non-stop music). It was 
interesting to note that venues in 
South Devon and Cornwall, 
particularly the ones that operate on 
a monthly basis, support each 
other’s activities. This was very 
much in evidence when a coach full 
of members from the Continental 
Divide in Plymouth turned up to add 
to the throng. Well done, folks. For 
details of future shows under the 
banner of ‘Country Music All Stars’, 
give Yvonne & Maurice Sherwood a 
call on Liskeard (0579) 42271. 


Z 
Z 
Z 


® |was invited along to present the 
trophies at the Smokestack CMC's 
Annual Awards Show at Taunton’s 
Brewhouse Theatre, a sell out 
show, which saw the winning acts 
giving one hundred per cent effort. 
Indeed, it was a great pleasure for 
me to present awards to the ‘Most 
Popular Band’ West Virginia, with 
the ‘Duo’ and ‘Solo’ prizes going to 
Arthur & Linda James and Johnny 
Spencer respectively. PRP John 
Walsh and his wife Pam had 
organised one of the nicest parties 
I've been to. A very enjoyable 
evening and again congratulations 
to everyone involved. 

It’s good to report that the 
Smokestack have re-emerged on to 
the local CMC scene and their next 
get together takes place this month 
at the Holway Community Centre, 
Taunton, Somerset, when Stu Page 
& Remudawill be appearing. That's 
ashow notto be missed. For details, 
ring David Beck on (0823) 480645. 
(Don't forget to tell him we told you). 


@ That's it for another month. 
Details of your activities can reach 
me John Autton at DevonAir Radio 
Ltd. 35/37 St. David's Hill, Exeter, 
EX4 4DA orc/o 18 Alpha Street, 
Heavitree, Exeter. 
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REGIONAL 
REPORT 


SOUTH EAST 


By Sean Doherty 


® AS it's almost on my patch, | will 
start by commenting on what was 
again a marvellous weekend at 
sunny, downtown Watford. | did not 
see everything that went on, in 
more ways than one, but what | did 
see | was impressed with, 
especially the Louisiana 
Hellraisers. The House Party 
always produces a surprise band, 


with Pinto and Borderline amongst 
past participants. | think it is almost 
certain that the Hellraisers will be a 
very sought after band. You can 
catch up with them soon at the 
Sutton Vallance CMC, near 
Maidstone. This club incidentally, 
features Ed Pearson and 
Spellbound this month. 


@ When | visited the Prairie Rose 
CMC recently in its new venue at 
Flights Leisure, Southend, | was 
impressed with the venue, It’s a 
great improvement, although more 
support is needed. 


@ |came across anew band onthe 
circuit, Greta and The Stray Shots 
from the Brentwood area. This band 
has been formed by lead singer 
Greta Granger and lead guitarist 
Colin Baxter. They are into the more 
contemporary country style 
material, like the Judds, Ricky 
Skaggs and Emmylou Harris. The 
band can be seen this month, 
(though they are not billed as 
appearing), at the Open Air Festival 
during the Spring Bank Holiday at 
the Stork Club Sports Ground, 
Stonehouse Lane, Purfleet. The 
billed bands are George Moody & 
The Country Squires, Homer, 
Spellbound and Dave Keen 


@ Greta and The Stray Shots 


®@ Details of festivals taking place 
this year are coming in thick and 
fast. The Golden Eagle CMC are 
venturing into a two day promotion 
at the Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 
during July. The bands booked to 
date are Hickory Lake, Al Cody & 
Clovis, Vegas, The Kevin Duffy 
Band, Gypsy and Dave Keen's 
Country Band . . . The Basildon 


Festival (three day event) is over the 
May Day Weekend this year, at The 
Festival Hall, Basildon. Syd Stevens 
& Rainbow County, Fred Jameson 
Band, Sarah Jory, Homer, Brett, 
Firewater, Two’s Country, Country 
Born, Southern Breeze, Kentucky 
Rain, Teresita & Interstate 65, 
Country Echoes, Showboat, Rio, 
Tall Texan & The Honky Tonk 


Cowboys, Hickory Lake and Warren 
Reeves & Clarksburg Express 
provide the line up . . . The now well 
established August Bank Holiday 
Worthing Festival line up is to be 
found via their brochure, available 
by telephoning Worthing 202221. 


@ The club scene in the region 
seems to be currently up and down, 
with clubs closing and new ones 
opening. One casualty is the 
monthly country club at 
Woodchurch Village Hall, closed 
due to lack of support, although I’m 
told it could possibly re-open later in 
the year. However, | discovered a 
new club at Whitersham Village Hall 
and that could have had a slight 
effect, though it does just seem to 
be that people are not getting out to 
support their local clubs. 


@ | visited the Triangle CMC, 
Chilham, on one of their 
experimental Friday nights, but the 
attendance was not very good. It’s a 
shame as the venue's anice setting 
for country music. 

| also heard recently that the 
Newington CMC are no longer 
meeting at the Village Hall, from 
where they take their name, but at 
Lympe Village Hall. | don’t know if 


this is to be a permanent 
arrangement, but if they build the 
Channel Tunnel, then Newington, it 
appears, would be non existent 
anyway. 


@ The Golden Eagle CMC have an 
interesting group this month, 
Showboat. It’s their first visit to this 
region. 

@ The Double ‘B’ CMC, Boughton, 
bring in George Moody and his 
Country Squires the first Saturday 
of the month. 


@ | hear tell that a couple of local 
acts have been busy in the 
recording studios in Canterbury, 
laying down tracks for anew 
cassette. Dave Keen has 
completed his, which should be on 
sale at gigs soon and Mandy 
Winters has a record half finished, 
so look out for these two. 


@ It sure looks like you can be 
certain of a good time over the Bank 
Holiday Weekend this year, with all 
the good country music on offer in 
the region, doesn’t it? As always, 
you can reach me, Sean Doherty at 
‘Millstone’, 3 Woolage Green, 

Nr. Canterbury, Kent, CT4 6SF. 
Telephone: (0304) 830627. 


AAAAAAAARAAARAAARARARAANRATSSSS SSS SEE EE EEE EE EEE EEE EEE UE EEE EUE EEE UEUBEBBEUEUBUEEEEUUEEUEEEEUEUEUBEEBUBBIUBIUE BUBB UBUEUU EEE EEU UEEUEE UBER 


REGIONAL 
REPORT 


AVON CALLING 


Jim Silverthorn 


@ POPULAR Leeds based duo 
Shotgun, having turned fully pro, 
travel further afield and will be in 
the West Country during May and 
June. Watch out for them. 


@ The big names recently in the 
area were Ricky Skaggs, Slim 
Whitman and George Hamilton IV. 


With more shows to come at the 
Bristol Hippodrome, plus the 
Johnny Cash Show (just over the 
bridge) in the plush Newport 
Centre, interest has certainly been 
stimulated within the local scene 
and is a shot in the arm to 
everyone's enthusiasm. 


@ Over to Fry's CMC. ‘Booker’ 
Tony Griffiths reports ‘The March 
show at Fry’s drew an almost 
capacity crowd featuring stalwart of 
the British country scene Lane 
Travis, whose sheer 
professionalism won over the 
crowd. Lane’s career spans well 
over twenty years and, during that 
time he certainly has learned how 
to please a crowd. That last remark 
can certainly be said for the other 
fine act, namely Station Break. 


Formerly a six piece, now, due to 
the finances, reduced to five, all 
superb musicians. Station Break 
do veer more than slightly towards 
western swing music and with a 
very fine fiddle player in the line-up, 
they excell’ 

The April show, starring Clinton 
Ford, West Virginia and special 
guest Tony Best, was sold out 
weeks in advance. 


@ A touring Slim Whitman dropped 
by the studio at BBC Radio Bristol 
and spent the whole of Kelvin 
Henderson's ‘Country Tempo’ 
programme talking over his career 
and introducing his son Byron. 


@ Swindon’s Silver Spur Club still 
meets fortnigthly at the Brown 
Manor Golf Club, Piper Way, and 
they're going from strength to 
strength, reporting excellent shows 
from recent guests Rustler and 
Dave Lord & Country Gold. The 
organisers send thanks to all who 
supported them throughout the bad 
weather. The club were involved 
with Thamesdown Community Art 
Group in presenting the first country 
concert at the new Link Centre, a 
total sell out success, with 
contrasting and complementing 
performances from the artistes 
involved. It was hopefully the first of 
many shows at this splendid venue. 
Barrie in his report, suggests that Al 
Cody & Clovis should have made 
the Wembley stage ‘as they must be 
one of the best concert bands 
about’. 


@ Anewname tothe Bristol scene, 
Bridgwater’s Steve Knight 


oe 


impressed well with his debut 
appearance at the Sunday night 
venue The Folly, Westerleigh Road, 
Mangotsfield and has already been 


@ Station Break, who appeared at Fry’s CMC recently 


booked for further local 
appearances. 


@ ‘Til next month, hope to hear 


your news and reports. Jim 
Silverthorn, 11 Fry’s Hill, 
Kingswood, Bristol, BS15 4Qu. 
Telephone: (0272) 671067. 
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NORTH WEST 


By Brian Ahern 


@ HAZEL Grove CMC provided 
the setting for Randy Blue & 
Deepwater, featuring Miss Bobbi 
Wyatt. Considering it was their first 
time at the venue, they drew a good 
sized audience. Randy, as an 
officer of the newly formed 
Northern Guild Of Songwriters, of 
course features self penned 
material in his show, nicely mixed 


with modern American product and 
the tried and trusted, all of which 
was very entertaining, leading the 
club organisers to promise an early 
return for this popular band. 


@ Norfolk based Nashville Fever, 
booked for a mini tour of our region, 
had a Saturday night at High Lane 
CMC, which is just down the road 
from me, so it provided a perfect 
first chance for me to see this 
band’s impressive show of modern 
outlaw(ish) music. Their main 
strength is in their vocal harmonies 
and they arrange their programme 
to suit their outgoing stage craft. 
Their self penned material also 
came over strongly. 


@ | managed a short flying visit to 
the Triple ‘X’ Club in St. Helens, 
being tempted to see Robbo’s new 
group The Black Spur Road Band, 
unforeseen circumstances having 
put their show back a week. 
However, the same circumstances 
must have prevailed again, 
because | arrived to find The Rogue 
Band setting up. | sat through and 
enjoyed Smiths Country Disco, very 
crisp and saw the Rogue band’s first 
set, then pushed off to catch Stu 


Page & Remuda at The Welcome 
CMC. | managed the band's final 
set which was a cracker. 


@ | blasted up the M6 to Preston 
with Jody Lane and her manager 
Eugene Doherty, to sit in on the 
latest N.S.G. Committe meeting. 
Jody is looking for new songs for her 
forthcoming album. | discovered 
that there’s a Songwriters Guild 
show planned for Parr Hall, 
Warrington on 1 May, plus plaris to 
take a show to Nottingham in the 
near future. 


@ Bob Roberts’ country radio show 
on BBC Radio Lancashire now 
moves from Thursdays to Mondays 
to avoid clashing with BBC Radio 
2’s ‘Country Club’. However, it now 
clashes with Joe Butler's 
programme on Liverpool's Radio 
City. (Aunty ‘Beeb’, your slip’s 
showing. So’s yours Uncle IBA. 
Three stations in this region now 
present country music programmes 
on the same day at the same time. 
"Nuff said). 


Brian Ahern, 11 Villdale Avenue, 
Stockport, SK2 5SQ. 
Telephone; (061) 483 9532. 
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VAT No. 343758339 


Entertainments Licence No: NW 1518. 


BOBBY BUCK 


(Texas USA) 


Also Armadillo, Red M 
Pete Moss, Johnathon 
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Representing 
The New Lady of 
U Country Music 


Touring UK from June 1986 


oon Joe, 
Gold, Keith Gosling 


Enquiries welcome for these or any other country act 
40 Oxford Road, Macclesfield, Cheshire. Tel: (0625) 32433. 
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NORTH EAST 


By Eve Morris 


@ Due in part to the constant re- 
shuffle within Stu Page & Remuda, 
drummer John White has 
departed, to be replaced by the 
percussion man from Stone Creek. 
Hard working Stella Thompson 
feels that she can no longer run the 
fan club. | wonder what her next 
project will be? 


@ The ‘Bluegrass Night’ at the 
Marquis of Granby in Bamford, 
which featured the American 
virtuoso flat picker Dan Crary, 
brought some of the cream of 
English bands to the stage. 
Opening act was Cleveland's 
Country Grass, augmented by 
super-picker Chris Morton from 
Wales and fronted by the high 
register vocals of Arthur Robinson. 


@ Second band up were Sound In 
Mind from Leeds, whose 
interpretation of western swing and 
soulful forties numbers, a la country 
style, certainly take some beating. 
From Northants came Strange 
Relations, with Jill’s Jackson Frank 
number receiving ecstatic 
applause. Organisers of the 
shindig, Matt and Val Ditchburn, 
with other Free Mex Airforce 
member, Richard lanson acting as 
MC, performed in exuberant fashion 
with their trademark of Rowan 
numbers to the fore. 


@ Onto the man himself, Dan 
Crary, now using Taylor guitars, 
which he helped to design. His 
performance was par excellence 
with his dry humour and chat giving 


breathing space between such 
numbers as ‘Arkansas Traveller’ 
and ‘William Socrates Brown’, an 
evocative tale of his Grandfather's 
life and times. To crown a brilliant 
evening, Dan invited Chris Morton 
to join him on stage. Chris's version 
of ‘Beaumont Rag’, with Dan on 
twelve string guitar, was definitely a 
legend in the making. 


@ | caught Dan's act the following 
week at the Leeds Bluegrass Club, 


@ Jerry Jeff Walker 


with hosts Chevin Ramblers, and his 
material was as different again. Dan 
will be back on tour in August with 
Byron Berline and John Hickman. 


@ Thecredits of Guy Clark and 
Jerry Jeff Walker are such that, to try 
and give an objective report (in 
limited space) of their Matlock 
concert, would be an insult. Suffice 
to say that no-one went home 
disappointed. 


Credit again to Anne and Terry 
Slack for their continuance in 
promoting the best of the US in the 
UK. 


@ Anasty virus prevented my 
attending, amongst other events, 
the Colorado concert at High 
Harrogate WMC. I’m told that the 
current line-up had a more varied 
repertoire and that they were better 
than ever. 


@ News from Mike and Ann at the 
York outpost gives worthy mention 
of Jim Ryder, who battled through 
the snow from Wrexham to give the 
audience a show to 

remember . . . Bob McKinlay is into 
stage movement after hauling the 
portable stage round to his better 
advantage and Geoff Ashford 
(highly recommended for his self 
penned songs) and Collier Dixon 
once again proved they are one of 
the best country outfits in the UK. 


@ Tennessee Moon were at the 
Stables, Knaresborough, both 
looking very smart. It was 
interesting to hear Bill waffle on 
when the tape backing had just 
about run out . . . Eric White infos 


he will be appearing at the North 
Eastern in Harrogate on selected 
‘Bass Party Nights’ . . . The Old 
Oak in the Market Place, 
Knaresborough, is promoting our 
music on alternate Thursdays and, 
after a successful trial Monday run, 
the Ivy Cottage, Knaresborough, 
plan to have country on a regular 
basis. 


@ Jeannie Birkbeck is back on the 
road again after a two year lay off 
and is highly recommended ... 
The Grant Street Band from the US 
is on tour this month . . . Flaco 
Jiminez is to appear at the Kendal 
Folk Festival and Joe Sun’s playing 
two dates in the North East. 


@ ‘Box’ watchers over Easter will 
have seen Johnny Lee and Mickey 
Gilley in ‘Chips’, B J Cole and 
friends in ‘Auf Wiedersehen Pet’ 
and a country soundtrack for the ‘A 
Team’. We mustconclude that TV is 
aware of country music, if only at 
Easter. 


@ Keep the letters and 'phone calls 
coming to Eve Morris, 

18 Powell Street, Harrogate, 

North Yorkshire, HG1 4BY. 
Telephone: (0423) 50808. 
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By Anne Slack 


* 


@ APRILwill remain in my mind for 
a long time, as | was privileged to 
see Guy Clark and Jerry Jeff 
Walker. Guy went through a 
catalogue of his own songs in a 
quiet, unassuming way that 
seemed to touch the very souls of 
the audience. Almost from the first 


note his presence took control, 
leaving behind a memory that 
many people will never forget. ‘The 
Randall Knife’ was incredible and 
there were several people who 
openly cried. 


@ Last month, ‘CMRU' colleague 
Pete Coffey wrote of Jerry Jeff, ‘He 
is a loveable rogue with a deep 
tenderness that is betrayed in his 
more sensitive songs.’ | agree with 
every word. Earlier in the day | had 
accompanied Jerry on a shopping 
spree around Matlock Bath, when 
all the worry and anxieties of being 
a promoter seemed far away. We 
laughed and joked in the sunshine 
as he told me about his wife and 
children. | thought to myself, 
‘These are magical moments to 
treasure, things you can’t put a 
price on." 


@ Another artiste I'd been looking , 
forward to seeing was Dan Crary 
(at the Narrow Boat, Nottingham). 
The stories he told to link his 
numbers were as wonderful as his 
picking and singing. Amazingly 
enough, there were only a couple 
of people at the show | recognised. 
Perhaps when he returns in the 


autumn with Byron Berline and 
John Hickman it will create more 
interest. 


@ | caught up with the Black Spur 
Road Band at the Nottingham CMC 
and, as | predicted in this column in 
March 1986, after a few weeks 
together, the band are very tight 
indeed. It hasn't taken ‘Robbo’ 
Robinson and this band long to 
bounce back into the forefront of the 
country music scene, but then, with 
the amount of experience these 
lads have, | would hardly expect any 
other. 


@ | had received some excellent 
reports about Randy Blue & 
Deepwater, so | was very pleased of 
the chance to see them at the 
Renegades CMC recently. 
Although | commend them on 
including several, self 
compositions, | felt they lost their 
audience somewhat, which raises 
the question whether their material 
was commercial enough to 
overcome the apathy of people who 
need to be rivetted by the words ofa 
song ‘new’ to them. | hope the group 
continue to write and perform their 
own songs and not make apologies 
for doing so. 


@ Pete Rogers of the El Paso CMC 
put together a tour of the Midlands 
for Parbola Country (Cornwall 
based). At Pete’s club, Mike on 
pedal steel and rhythm guitar 
confronted the band, singing mainly 
standard, Jim Reeves type material 
in an easy, laid back style. But, the 
surprise of the night for me was 
when Sharon (who also played a 
very nice rhythm guitar with 
occasional lead breaks) sang. She 
had a very expressive Patsy Cline 
type voice (if | had my eyes closed), 
but if this lady ever desires tomake a 
career of her own out of her singing. 
| am sure that, with the right 
management, she could go far. 
She's young, pretty and what a 
voice! 


@ Now onto things to come. 
There's country music at the 
Haddon Hall Hotel this month, 
starring Steve Mitchell and the 
Colonel, Johnny Marks and several 
others. All enquiries, ‘phone (0298) 
78157 ... The Cat & Fiddle host the 
Yellow Rose Band and Dave Bryan 
with Pat & Roger Johns . . . Early 
subscribers to ‘CMRU’ might just 
make the Holbrook Miners Welfare 
on 1 May to see a charity show (for 


the Macmillan Continuing Care Unit 
in Derby), starring Jeannie & 
Steppinstone. 


@ The little advertised Nottingham 
Festival takes place this month in the 
Market Square, featuring Avonne 
Jones from Texas, supported by the 
Kevin Duffy Band, Bobby Buck, 
Kaye Brothers Flying Circus and 
Silver Wheel Express. The show's 
promoted by Radio Trent and 
Nottingham City Council. The same 


ee 


day there’s the John Denver Show 
at Nottingham’s Royal Theatre. 


@ Now, having read carefully Mrs J 
Stenson’s letter (and the Eds. 
comments - April 1986), | can only 
say that | have, in the past, 
mentioned T P Stubbs, Adey’s 
Hardware Co. and Out Of Hand, 
although regrettably it seems the 
latter are now defunct and the other 
two groups mentioned could help 
themselves a little more by 
informing us of local gigs in their 
diaries, so that | could get along to 
review their shows. The same 
applies to the organisers of the 
clubs mentioned in the letter, as | 
am currently unaware of venues, 
acts booked to appear and meeting 
night. No info on any of these clubs 
has ever been sent to me. Maybe if 
Mrs Stenson would complain to the 
club organisers about their lack of 
promotion, or write to me directly 
with details about these clubs (1 
have repeatedly begged for such 
information), we could get 
somewhere. But, sadly, we are not 
mind readers. If we are aware of any 
club in any area, we will do our very 
best to help them. 


@ You can send your East 
Midlands regional information to me 
Anne Slack, Service Station, 
Alderwasley, Derby. (0773) 853168. 
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WALES 


By Frank Power 


@ WHEN Kelvin Henderson and 
his band played the Irish Club, 
Commercial Road, Newport, 
Gwent, | went along, as one never 
knows when the opportunity will 
arise again in this area. | feel Kelvin 
and his band are not booked often 
enough in the Principality. Lots of 
good material from the complete 
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outfit. Kelvin, who also still plays 
solo on occasions, (to good effect) 
came across with humour and 
sang some lovely ballads, ‘Three 
Legged Man’ and ‘Amanda’ being 
amongst the best of the night. Later 
in the month, Station Break 
surprised me by appearing ona 
date that should have seen Cactus 
Jack here, but no matter, as | like 
both groups. Station Break, a five 
piece band featuring fiddle and 
steel, are very up-tempo in the 
western swing style and a team of 
talents. Western swing fans 
shouldn't miss them when they are 
next in the area. Their ‘Amarillo 
Morning’ is a classic. 


@ New Sea Lock, off James 
Street, Cardiff Docks, is where Stu 
Christian, the big Barry Boyo, 
creates the country atmosphere 
three Friday nights out of four. A 
very pleasant evening, with superb 
guitar work and quality vocals, from 
the man who has graced the 
country scene for many happy, 
entertaining years. ‘Mama Don't 
Let Your Babies Grow Up To Be 
Cowboys’ resounds through this 
homely tavern close to the Docks. 
@ The Newport Centre, with its 
wonderful complex, again staged 


what could become regular country 
shows, when two country 
gentlemen (in all senses of the 
word) played to a good crowd at this 
sizeable venue. George Hamilton 
IV and Slim Whitman performed 
numbers we have come to love 
throughout the years and Slim's son 
Byron shows more versatility and 
confidence with every show. In 
support, the Moody Brothers made 
me aware of their slick, precise 
musical machine and | hope to geta 
chance to see them at club level. 
Poacher, well | will stick to my guns 
on this one. Good they are, but, for 
me, country they ain't. 


@ Cal takes a breather, mumbling 
about purple pills, while the 
Reverend John White on bass 
accompanies son Paul, with a 
delightful ‘Pick Axe Rag’ from the 
lead guitar of Paul, fast becoming 
famous in this part of the world. Cal 
(the old man from the Mountains) 
rejoins his Brakemen and all that’s 
country comes from the Santa Fe 
Bar, Station Corner, Queen Street, 
Cardiff. He pops on his maraccas 
and fronts the group to deliver such 
material as the ‘Last Cowboy Song’ 
to avenue with an atmosphere all of 
its own. Why not take a stroll down 


on Monday nights and take in their 
version of ‘Jack Of Diamonds’? 


@ The long awaited return visit of 
Cargo to the OK CMC, Malpas 
Unionist Club, Newport, meant a 
treat from Phil on lead vocals/ 
rhythm guitar, perfect percussion 
from the sticks of Richard, bold bass 
from Denny and fantastic fiddlin’ 
from Selwyn, the four string fanatic. 
Cursing my bad luck to be ten 
minutes late, | discovered | had 
missed ‘The Cowboy And The 
Lady’, so | cursed Selwyn for playing 
it before | arrived. I'll be early next 
time. Still, | did witness the ‘Ballad Of 
Willie Jones’, ‘Louisiana Man’ and 
their fantastic ‘Orange Blossom 
Special’. 

Next in line at the OK were the five 
members of Tanglefoot from Dean, 
who showed they have lost none of 
their ability to ‘happy up’ the fans. | 
always look forward to their 
appearances. ‘Ramblin’ Fever’ and 
‘Trilogy’ are samples of their 
standards, while ‘Saga Of The Old 
West’ is an example of their lesser 
known offerings. 


@ Soto Cheyenne, a young group 
of whom | remembered saying 
something like ‘they needed to get 
their act together’, from a former 
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showing! Well, they have, with a 
vengeance! The improvement was 
tremendous and | wondered if I’d 
got the name of the band wrong. 
The promoters had decided to give 
this group a chance, to see if they 
can get on well, and were well 
rewarded for their faith. Apart from 
Kelvin on drums, the band was the 
same as their previous visit, with 
Steve (vocals, rhythm), Dave (lead 
and vocals) and Chris (bass). | 
particularly liked ‘Sing Me Back 
Home’ and ‘Buckaroo’. 


@ The Railroad CMC at the Cross 
Hands, Nr. Martletwy, Pembs., 
continue to put on such excellent 
shows as Ireland’s Anne Breen and 
Joe E Hamilton, besides local 
favourites like D C & The Dudes 
(Hello David) . . . The Swansea 
CMC still have their weekly shows 
at the Imperial Hotel, Plasmarl. 


@ Finally, | note Memphis Short is 
appearing at the Irish Club, 
Newport, this month, with a backing 
band. Look out for members of 
Concord, Carl Gibson’s comeback 
band, who appeared with Carl at 
this same venue some time ago. 
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@ Joe E Hamilton 


@ My ‘Star Spot’ of the month, Stu 
Christian, for his ‘Last Cowboy 
Song’ at the New Sea Lock, Cardiff. 


@ Send all your news and views to 
Frank Power, 1 Alma Road, Roath, 
Cardiff. 

Telephone: Cardiff 492021. 
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BORDER COUNTIES 


Sheila Kenny 


@ Anew Friday night venue has 
opened up since last month's 
report. It’s at Bridgend Inn, Howey, 
Nr. Llandrindod. Although featuring 
solo acts on Sundays for many 
years, the Friday night club’s basis 
will present ‘travelling’ acts of all 
types. Organised by landlords 
Derek and his wife Joyce, both very 


keen country fans, this venue could 
be a big boost to our area. | hope 
they get the support. 

Opening night saw Shrewsbury trio 
Delta Dawn doing the honours, 
while Derek and his staff 
concentrated on the food and drink 
side of things and a successful 
night was had by all. 

Delta Dawn, who are establishing a 
good name for themselves 
regionally, have a new lead, pedal 
guitarist and a young lady called 
Christine takes care of the lead 
vocals, with some good backing 
from husband Tom on rhythm 
guitar and harmony vocals. 


®@ |metupwithsolo act T J Mclane 
in Craven Arms recently. | was 
impressed when he opened up his 
act, but by the end of the night he 
was Offering the same ‘fare’ as 
many other local solo acts do, 
sixties rock. 


@ Hereford promoter John 
Griffiths infos the next two shows at 
the Hereford FC Supporters Club 
will be on a Friday. They feature 
Shiloh and Sylva Dollar. 


@ | had a visit from Noel and June 
Dillon from Telford, who between 
them run the Circle D Club in the 


town. Neil is, of course, the 
songwriting part of the Foster Boys 
mentioned last month. Apparently 
bookings are coming in nicely and 
their story and songs of the Civil 
War are being very well received. 


@ Country Company were the act 
at Bucknell's Turkey Hall on my last 
visit. | thought they put on a great 
show. The trio also appeared on the 
Brendan Shine Show at 
Shrewsbury's Lazyacre CMC and 
shared the honours with Shag 
Connors and his boys at Wigmore 
recently. Talking to promoter Tony 
Best, | found him full of praise for the 
trio and he feels they should make 
quite an impression on their first tour 
of Scotland. 


@ Local songstress Maralene 
Powell played to a very full house at 
the Credenhill Club. With her good 
voice, nice personality and always 
smartly turned out appearance, this 
young lady seems to be bringing the 
fans in. She is shortly to make her 
first visit to my Lingen CMC. 


@ Lingen CMC made their annual 
move to the hall at Wigmore High 
School for their March show. Their 
usual venue would not have been 


big enough for the amount of fans 
who turned up for Shag Connors & 
His Carrot Crunchers, who did two 
great sets and got a great reception 
from the full house. They have hada 
change of line up, with the steelie 
leaving to be replaced by a lead 
guitarist who is also pretty handy 
with a fiddle. Martin, the original 
‘scarecrow’ has also returned to the 
band to share the clowning duties. 


@ Avery full house also at 
Shrewsbury's Lazyacre CMC for 
Brendan Shine, Mel Hague and 
Country Company. With all three 
acts in great form and Tony Best 
doing his usual top class compere’s 
job, the night really was a bit special. 


@ |'ve heard, via Bryan McDonald 
of Hamilton’s Power, that Melvin 
Duffy has left the band, mainly due 
to his back trouble (he is not allowed 
to do any heavy lifting or carrying). 
Apparently he’s only able to sit for 
very short periods playing his steel 
and travelling is out. 


@ Worcester’s End Of The Trail 
CNC staged three shows last 
month (one being a special re- 
arranged date for the Jeannie Dee 
Trio). A standing ovation and two 


rf 


* . 
a tales 


@ Melvin Duffy leaves Hamilton’s Power due to back trouble 


encores meant that Jeannie really 
said farewell to this crowd in style. 
Joint duo award winners Ken & 
Billie Ford topped the bill on one 
club night and Denver Spur the 
other. Both deserved, and got, the 
‘House Full’ signs up. 


@ Finally, I've heard it said that | 
only write about the same clubs. | 
know there are others who stage 
good shows, but, like | have said 


before, it only takes a ‘phone call or 
a letter to let me have your club 
news. The same applies to any of 
our readers who have something to 
say, because after all, you are the 
ones who keep us going. 


@ So, any regional news or 
comments please to, 

Sheila Kenny, ‘Sansheleam’, 
Lingen, Bucknell, Salop. 
Telephone: (0544) 267736. 
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HIGHLAND COUNTRY 


By Ann Carmody 


@ BACK home after a most 
enjoyable Easter Weekend of 
country music and meeting up with 
old friends. 


@ Clinton Ford toured the North 
with the Duke Boys and met with 
very varied reactions. At Aberdeen 
he was apparently very well 


accepted, but in Inverness he did 
not create much impression on the 
audience at all. 

Incontrast, Joe E Hamilton, with his 
extra shine of charisma, again 
charmed his audiences with a 
variety of country and Irish music. 


Ray Lynam and his Hillbillies to visit Eden Court Theatre, Inverness 


@ A first time in Scotland for 
Nottingham’s Paul Rogers, who 
confessed he was very nervous 
about playing to Northern 
audiences. But, his nerves were 
unnecessary as he was well 
accepted everywhere he played. 


@ Still fighting for survival, the Tain 
CWC decided at their recent AGM 
to run once monthly and to promote 
other shows in some of the outlying 
areas. | hope it works, as the 
committee of this club must be one 
of the hardest working | know. 


@ It looks as if the re-formed Nairn 
CWC is now becoming established, 
with numbers gradually increasing 
every meeting. 


@ The Happy Apple Country Club 
in Alness is currently looking no 
further ahead than the next club 
night, although their last meeting 
with Manson Grant & The Dynamos 
was encouraging, with a full house. 
However, with spring here, | shall be 
spreading my wings once again and 
visiting the further afield clubs. 


@ | note Noel Cannon's ‘Nashville 
Express’ show on BBC Radio 
Scotland moves from Saturday 
evening to Tuesdays, which has 
those listeners in Inverness, 
Dundee and Aberdeen wondering 
how they are going to manage to 
hear the programme and attend 
their clubs, which all meet on a 
Tuesday. One wonders if people will 
be taking the illegal solution to this! 


@ The Kevin Duffy Band toured in 
the Highlands, with the lively Rusty 
Douch now fronting the bana. Rusty 
has a super personality and quickly 
gets the punters on his side. A good, 


tight outfit, enhanced by Kevin's 
prowess on steel. 


@ Nice to hear the gaining of an 
award on his home territory by John 
C King. John was recently 
presented with the ‘Double M’ 
award for his contribution to country 
music. Fans here will be delighted 
that John returns this month for 
another tour. Incidentally, his Fan 
Club Secretary lives locally. Contac 
Catherine Laidlaw, 4 Harrowden 
Road, Inverness. 


® Once again a feast of good 
music touring this month, starting 
with Al Cody & Clovis, then TR 
Dallas & The Dallas Band and Stu 
Page & Remuda. Ray Lynam and 
the Hillbillies with Philomena 
Begley visit Eden Court Theatre, 
Inverness, on 11 May and Bobby 
Bare and Billie Jo Spears star at the 
Music Hall in Aberdeen. | am 
looking forward to visiting Aberdeen 
mid-month to hear Greta Elkin with 
the Rogue Band. 


@ As always, news, views and 
comments to Ann Carmody, 
56 Kilmuir Road, Inverness, 
Telephone: (0463) 221268. 
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REPORT 


WEST MIDLANDS 


By Jim Duncan 


@ PAINT it black! No sign of a 
rainbow, even less of the pot of 
gold for Midlands’ promoters. 
There were great tidings last 
month, with the opening of some 
new venues, but like spring snow, 
they disappeared before you could 
go twice! 


The Curved Wall at the Railway, 
Brownhills, a dream hyped by the 
landlord, ‘Yes you will get people 
in’. Question - How many? JC 
Owens worked hard, but it went; 
Mercia Sporting Club, run by the 
bluegrass band Down County 
Band, picked and grinned for a 
couple of sessions, then ‘Mama 
Don't Allow No Country Playing 
Here’. Their other venue at the 
Cedars is still going, with visiting 
‘stars’ from the USA; The Diamond 
‘D’ western night at the Galtan 
Valley has had internal trouble, 
with half the members becoming 
the Diamond ‘D' Independents, 
leaving the newly formed Arizona 
Bandits to struggle on at the venue. 
Finally on this bitter subject, | also 
note Abilene have closed their 
Sunday residency. 


@ | had a lot of verbal from 
Westwood regarding my 
comments on their residency on a 
Sunday night at the High Acres, 
Kingswinford. Maurice, the boss, 
pointed out that the landlord put the 
band on and the 50p door charge 
was to help the band cost. As Mo 
said, this cost the band a fair bit of 
work in the area, with that nasty 
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syndrome of ‘why pay ‘x’ when you 
can see them for 50p down the 
road’ rearing its ugly head. | know 
bands have to generate some work 
and the scene is hard, but that 
venue has now become a regular 
club, charging a normal fee and is 
run by Fred and Joan Tyler. 


@ Westwood deserved more than 
this. The band have a great raunchy 
sound very akin to the Charlie 
Daniels format, including some 
interesting numbers written by the 
lead singer Alan Westwood. 

| saw the band supporting Keith 
Manifold at the Wolverhampton 
CMC. Keith had just done a 
lunchtime set at Tony Best's 
weekend at the Norbreck Hotel, 
Blackpool, so with that and the 
travelling, he was in a very laid back 
mood. 


@ | worked with Westwood and 
Desperado at a special charity show 
organised by the Apache Wells 
Club at Brierley Hill. A nice room, 
each of us having a half hour slot to 
showcase the work. You know, 
charity show, everybody pays 
£1.50, but the bands work for 
nothing. It was a good evening's 
entertainment with about 250 


people in, mainly westerners from 
all the local clubs. The evening 
raised over £500, which was later 
doubled by a very generous 
individual. All the money is going for 
treatment in the Hyperactive 
Childrens Support Group. 


@ Wolverhampton CMC has been 
trying extra shows on Tuesday 
evenings at the Albion, but got the 
usual story from the punters. ‘Sorry 
can’t pay that much for a Tuesday’, 
and they won't pay for just a solo. 


@ |'ll tell you a story. A while back 
Shiloh were at the Double ‘M’ and 
Derek O'Halloran went along to 
watch. Billy Farnsworth, the lead 
singer stood on stage and 
welcomed Derek (‘He’s done more 
for our music than anybody in the 
area, etc., blah, etc.). He then invited 
Derek onto the stage to perform 
‘Little Rosa’ with the band. Trevor 
Cooper and the Double ‘M’ 
members were very put out by this 
hype of another club on their club 
night, very tight smiles all round! 
Last week Marie Lester & Hobo 
were playing at the Albion, 
Wolverhampton CMC's Friday 
venue. A thin crowd to start with, 
then Trevor Cooper and the 
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company came in. That's right, 
Marie stood on stage saying Trevor 
and the Double ‘M’ etc., etc. Derek 
bent her ear about hyping other 
clubs when he paid her and 
Wolverhampton CMC members had 
tight smiles this time. Isn't this where 
we came in dear reader? The story 
will no doubt continue!! 


@ | liked Marie’s new EP on the Dot 
label, including the creditable 
version of ‘Mama He's Crazy’. Marie 
says she may be going to the USA 
permanently later in the year. | wish 
her luck. With the right push she 
could make it. 


@ Nowtoasadlittle event the other 
Sunday evening at the Black Horse. 
Cliff Whelan was booked and went 
to the Penn Cottage before 
eventually finding the Horse. By this 
time the support band Silver City 
had set up and were ready to go. To 
save time it was asked if Cliff could 
play his guitar through their amp 
and speaker. ‘Fine’, said Silver City, 
‘it will cost you £x for the use 
thereof. The organisers said no and 
Cliff said he would just go back to 
Weston Super-Mare. ‘OK’, said 
Silver City, ‘but if we are playing all 
night, the fee goes up’. Who lost in 
the end? Poor old ‘Joe Public’, 


Z 


Z 


denied the main act and having a 
niggly band playing that night. The 
country music scene doesn’t need 
this surely? 


@ Jimbo Onslow, the bass half of 
the Kenny Rowlands Duo, is going 
out as a solo during the week. Jimbo 
has laid down some backing tapes 
for his act, which will allow him to 
play six-string guitar, instead of 
bass. Ken has given his blessing 
and there is no question at all of the 
duo splitting. 


@ The Duffy Brothers conquered 
the Double ‘M’, with their very slick 
performance which left the punters 
calling for a repeat booking. This 
was from the majority, who had 
never even heard of them. 


@ Had a great Wembley and 
Watford. It really was the best for 
many a year. The guvnor does pick 
some great acts to watch. 


@ It looks like the clouds are 
breaking and some rays of 
sunshine are getting through. 
Jim Duncan, 148 Warrensway, 
Woodside, Telford, TF7 5QF. 
Telephone: (0952) 583672. 
Don't get caught or killed. 
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ULSTER 


By Richard Dudgeon 


@ BRITAIN’S two favourite 
mainland country music ladies, 
Little Ginny and Tammy Cline are 
coming to the Grand Opera House, 
Belfast, for one week, to play 
leading roles in the hit Broadway 
and West End musical ‘Pump Boys 
And Dinettes’. 


The show is a fast moving, light 
hearted mixture of country music 
and rock ‘n’ roll dancing. It runs at 
the Opera House from Monday 
19 May until Sunday 24 May. 


@ Little Ginny’s first appearance in 
Northern Ireland was in October 
1984, when she played a thirteen 
night sellout concert tour. Her 
second visit, in July 1985, was to 
top the bill at the second Mourne 
Country Music Festival. 


@ Anew CWC has established 
itself in East Belfast, based at the 
Oval Football Ground (entrance via 
Parkgate Drive). The H Bar H holds 
a popular cabaret and dance hoe 
down each month. Although 
situated in the East of the city, the 
club draws support from other areas 
(including North Belfast and 
Newtownards) and is responsibly 
run by Joe and Phyllis Hamilton with 
Bill and Edith Hedley (no prizes for 
guessing how the club got its 
name). Bill, reputedly a Johnny 
Cash sound alike, regularly wows 
“em with ‘Ring Of Fire’ and others 
made famous by the ‘Man In Black’. 
You can obtain more details from 
Joe Hamilton on Belfast 51709. 


@ Little Ginny 


@ Any country artiste or bands 
looking for bookings can contact 
Enterprise Entertainments. 'Phone 
772839 and ask for Alan Lowe, who 
already books several good acts, 
including Mell Tarner, Virginia Gold 
Dice Country Band and Carousel. 
Incidentally, Mell Tarner appears at 
East Belfast WMC, Chamberlain 
Street this month. 


@ Tuesday 15 July is the date for 
Slieve Donard Hotel, Newcastle's 
Third Mourne Country Music 
Festival. Top of the bill are Ray 
Lynam and Philomena Begley. Also 
featured are Lynam's band the 
Hillbillies and other country singers. 
Tickets are on sale from the usual 
outlets. 

Also, in July, the same venue brings 
back to the Mournes, Mr ‘Nice ‘N’ 
Easy’ Brendan Shine and his super 
band, plus a host of other top 
country stars. More details on this 
one via Newcastle (Northern 
Ireland) 23681. 


@ Worth mentioning is that Seamus 
Marron has a very good album 
available entitled ‘Country Folk’. It's 
dedicated to the memory of his 


father James Marron. | met Seamus 
a short time ago in Antrim when he 
gave me a copy. My favourite tracks 
on this LP are ‘My Own Belfast 
Home’, ‘Hello Darling’, ‘| Can't Help 
It’ and a fine version of ‘Okie From 
Muskogie’. Other tracks included 
are ‘Dublin City Lonely Streets’, 
‘The Last One To Touch Me’, 
‘Daddy Frank’, ‘Why Me Lord’, 
‘Kingdom’ and ‘Fields Of Athenry’. It 
was recorded at Homestead 
Studios and produced by Mudd 
Wallace. The number is 
SRT5KL719. 


® Just released on Hawk Records 
are two fantastic new albums by 
Teamwork and Barbara Allen and 
‘the Hawk is flying high’ as sales of 
both these albums are extremely 
good. 

Teamwork, the husband and wife 
duo Dick and Lillian Barton, are 
reportedly ‘over the moon’ with their 
album ‘Bitter With The Sweet’ and it 
seems they have every right to be, 
as a track from this album ‘Shindig 
In The Barn’ held the Number One 
spot for three weeks on Radio 
Carousel. Other tracks which would 
appeal to country fans are ‘Hey 
Good Lookin’, ‘My Place, Mr 


Peters’, ‘I Saw The Light’, 
‘Morningtown Ride’, ‘Julie’, ‘Our 
House Is A Home’, etc. 


@ Barbara Allen, who completed a 
tour of Cornwall last month after 
appearing in the Arts Theatre, 
Belfast, is a young lady who, at 
nineteen years of age looks 
destined for big things in the music 
world. She was delighted when 
Hawk Records released a single as 
a forerunner from her album 
‘Staying Power’, a cover of the 
Charley McLain number entitled 
‘Until | Fall In Love Again’. This 
single made the number twenty-one 
slot in the Downtown Northern 
Ireland charts and was an instant 
hit. No doubt Barbara's album, 
which also includes ‘May The Road 
Rise To Meet You’, ‘Love Isn't 
Love’, ‘I Still Believe In Waltz’ 
(which was also an earlier single hit) 
and ‘Simple Words’ etc., should do 
very well. 


@ That’sitforthis time around. The 
address as usual for all your country 
news is 

Richard Dudgeon, 10 Kitchener 
Street, Belfast BT12 6LE. 
Telephone (0232) 240415. 
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SHADES OF GREEN 


By DK O'Boyle 


@ FOR well over a decade now, 
names such as Two's Company 
and Foster & Allen have dominated 
the Irish cabaret circuit. Now three 
new country sounding duos, 
Family, Together and Teamwork, 
are set to make their bid to unseat 
the old faces on the cabaret and 
recording scene. 


@ From Killarney, husband and 
wife team Mike and Kate Finnigan 
have enjoyed local popularity for a 
number of years. Currently known 
on the circuit as Family, they hope 
to widen their booking popularity 
with the release of their debut 
single, the old Leroy Van Dyke hit 
‘Walk On By’, which they recorded 
at the Denis Allen Studio. They are 
certainly enjoying media attention 
and it should win Mike and Kate the 
popularity they deserve. 


@ From Ardara, Co. Donegal. 
emerge Together, featuring the 
talents of Martin Gildea and his 
sister Valerie. Both were members 


of the famed Rockabilly Rebels and _ 


enjoyed a moderate hit with 
‘Fooling Around’. When that band 
disbanded Martin and Valerie 
remained as a unit, hence 
Together. Their latest recording 
emerges with a new, original song 
‘Without You’, composed by Martin 
and featuring Valerie on vocals. 
The single, with another of Martin's 
compositions ‘Meet Me In St. 
Louis’ is issued on the Dawn label. 


@ From Newry, Co. Down, we have 
another husband and wife act calléd 
Teamwork. They issued two albums 


previously for Homespun Records 
and appeared at the 1985 Silk Cut 
Festival at both Wembley and 
Belfast. Now they have joined Hawk 
Records and introduce their new 
sound album, ‘The Bitter With The 
Sweet’. Already the album is 
enjoying good air plays and 
bookings for Teamwork, a name to 
remember. 


@ Meanwhile Eamonn and Mary, 
better known as veterans Two's 
Company, join Failte Records and 
their new collection album is entitled 
‘Golden Memories’. It's good to see 
these new names on the country 
circuit. As they say, competition is 
the spice of life. 


@ | feel that Brendan Shine more 
than deserves a hit with 
‘Loneliness’, his best single 
yet . .. Roly Daniels, always a firm 
favourite with Northern fans, has as 
his very latest ‘Let’s Leave The 
Lights On Tonight’ anda singer who 
always provides the best quality on 
disc, former country folk vocalist 
now enjoying solo success, is Frank 
McCafferty, whose new release is 
called ‘More Than Yesterday’. | 
always enjoyed his soft relaxed 
style .. . Barbara Allen, who had a 


@ The most wanted faces of country music. (Back Row) RTE country DJ Paschal 
Mooney, Sandy Kelly, Fr. Brian Darcy, Philomena Begley and T R Dallas. 

(Front) Seamus McGee, Gerry Gallagher and Michael O’Brien, who collected 
£1,000 for Fr. Brian’s ‘Mount Argus’ church building fund. ’Photo, Neilly Keeney 


duet hit with Downtown Radio DJ 
John Greer last year, tries for solo 
success with ‘Until | Fall In Love 
Again’. Finally, there’s ‘Does Fort 
Worth Ever Cross Your Mind’, 
featuring John Glenn & The 
Wranglers. 


@ Good reports on the new 
revamped Sandy Kelly Band. The 


Sligo based singer had added 
former members of Susan 
McCann's Storytellers and 
Buckaroos to her ranks, but sadly, 
founder member bass player 
Guinger Morgan, who started his 
career with Big Tom & The 
Mainliners twenty-five years back, 
has decided to retire from the 
bandstand . . . Galway based band 


Saddletramp are having a 
successful run with their debut 
single ‘Sweetest Lovin’, which was 
composed by the band’s lead 
singer Seamus Kennedy, a former 
member of the Mighty Avons. The 
band are managed by John 
Bermingham, boss of Dublin's well 
known country venue, The Irish 
Club . . . Isn’t it strange that, with 
such great country talent around, 
RTE purchased ‘All Kinds Of 
Country’ rather than producing their 
own series? 


The Leitrim Awards, presented 
some weeks back, named Eileen 
King as ‘Top Female Artiste’, Ann 
Breen as ‘Top Recording Artiste’ 
and Brian Coll & Buckaroos as ‘Top 
Country Band’. The ‘Hall Of Fame 
Award’ went to Johnny McEvoy. My 
congratulations to you all. 

Strange how ‘Music Week’ added a 
country award in their annual poll 
(won by Kenny Rogers), but the 
Irish Recording Industry added no 
country award to their ‘Milk Music 
Awards’. 


@ Slan Go Foill. Write to 
Donal K O'Boyle, Bunbeg, 
Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. 
Telephone (075) 31176. 
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CLEVELAND/ DURHAM 


Keith Render 


@ THE opening performance of 
the Louisiana Hellraisers on their 
long awaited first tour of the area, at 
Longlands Social Club, fell far short 
of the excellent advance publicity 
received. The only ‘Hell’ raised was 
the sheer volume of noise they 
generated, completely drowning 
out the vocals and harmonies. 


However, their Middlesbro Cycling 
Club show was quieter (just), 
allowing you to hear their fine 
harmonies and the separate lead 
vocals of Eddie, Andy, Sam and 
Drew, we had heard so much 
about. Their final show of the North 
East tour saw another high 
powered, aggressive performance 
from this band at a well full 
Guisboro Quoits Club, with very 
good Alabama style harmonies, 
four very competent lead singers 
performing some top drawer, 
modern material that had the 
dance floor full. A band obviously 
full of tremendous potential who, 
unfortunately (on this triple 
showing at least), seem intent on 
blasting their way to the top. 


@ | journeyed into the wilds to 
Loftus CC’s monthly show, to finda 
new (to me) trio commanding 
excellent order. From Burton-on- 
Trent, Kev Blake (lead), Rose 
Caulton (bass) and Miles Robinson 
(rhythm/lead vocals) form the Jay 
Dee Trio, playing material from the 
likes of Hagg, DAC, Axton etc. 
Another twenty regulars could see 
the ‘House Full’ signs up every 
week. 


@ Atthenew monthly venue (on my 
doorstep), | watched Peter Kane 
completely suss out the changing 
moods of Marske CMC members. 
He produced a final set that had 
members totally mesmerised by his 
Irish wit and superlative audience 
rapport. He created a very 
favourable impression with a near 
capacity crowd. | note ‘Ol’ Gravel 
Boots’, Mel Hague visits this month, 
so another full house is likely. 


@ Excellent news received via 
popular local artiste/agent Eric 
White of the re-opening of 
Lazenby’s Lazy ‘B’ CMC for a two 
month trial period. Booked are Joe 
Sun & Solar System plus support 
this month and current hot Box 
Office act The Raymond Froggatt 
Band for June. The no bingo, no 
dancing rule should guarantee two 
sellout shows for this listening 
venue. Congratulations to Eric on 
his first year as an agent. He, in 
conjunction with Bass Breweries, 
has opened up some sixty new, 
regular country venues in the North 
East, introducing the music to a 
whole host of new listeners. A 
notable achievement. 


@ Wrexham cowboy Jim Ryder 
and our own Deuce Duo provided 
Dormans Athletic CMC with fine 
entertainment recently. | was 
impressed by Jim, whose powerful, 
forceful voice should see him 
rapidly climb in popularity on the 
British country music scene. Deuce 
Duo, Kev Tweddle and Dave Milner, 


always give a crowd pleasing show, 


with their good mix of varied style 
material. 


@ Avisit into George Mills’ area to 
see Guy Clark and Jerry Jeff Walker 
at Buddies Night Club, South 
Shields (via Maggie Gee's taxi 
service), was much enjoyed. 
Another trip over the hills saw Stone 
Creek's brand of country readily 
accepted by Lingdale WMC 
patrons. New numbers, superb 
harmonies and Creek humour 
proved a successful combination. 
The purchase of their latest cassette 
proved real value for money anda 
good portrayal of their stage 
performance. The night was marrec 
by the news of the imminent 
departure of outrageous drummer 
Bri Nichols to Stu Page’s Remuda, 
where | doubt he'll be allowed the 
same freedom of expression he’s 
enjoyed with the Creek boys. Dave, 


Mel and Roy are sad to lose this 
zany character, who has done so 
much to enhance the popularity of 
this great outfit. 


@ Redcar Albion’s Saddletramps 
featured the Kaye Brothers Flying 
Circus this month. Technically very 
good, with fiddle and guitar licks 
outstanding, but | felt they badly 
lacked crowd communication on this 
showing. The over emphasis of 
fiddle did not appeal to the majority 
of this club’s members, so perhaps 
on tours they should adapt their 
material to suit North East club 
tastes. The following week another 
fiddle virtuoso outfit also made their 
debut at this club, but the more 
balanced material of Vegas was 
better received, the group showing 
the benefits of the hard work and 
rehearsal they have put into their 
act. 


@ Anewclub to me, Middlesbro's 
Number One Amalgamated 
afforded me my only opportunity of 
catching Hickory Lake on their latest 
tour, A top notch show as usual, 
even allowing for local drummer 
Mike Walls sitting in for three of the 
gigs and the fact that Vic 
Woodhouse’s natural humour and 


audience participation was 
completely wasted on folk more 
intent on talking than listening, ina 
club more suited to cardboard cut 
outs and a juke box backing than 
acts of this quality. 


@ The Ken Phillips Band has lately 
performed some well known 
standards in a pleasant manner at 
Guisboro Quoits, whilst soloist Paul 
Wheater introduced his own 
material into his act, the numbers 
containing a local flavour and 
benefitting from relaxed 
presentation. | note, after a long 
association, club compere John 
Cowley has decided to retire. John 
Thirwell is the new man in charge. 


@ Redcar Navy Club had a visit 
from local duo Silver, playing to a 
smaller than usual crowd. | also 
spent another enjoyable evening 
listening to Dave Forster at 


’ Redcar’s Lobster Hotel. 


® That's all for this month. Send all 
your views etc. to 

Keith Render, 21 Scanbeck Drive, 
Marske-by-Sea, Redcar, 
Cleveland. 

Telephone: (0642) 476509. 
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TYNE & WEAR 


By George Mills 


@ Two stars who appeared at the 
Wembley Festival last month, Guy 
Clark and Jerry Jeff Walker, 
appeared earlier at Buddy’s 
Nightclub, South Shields. 
Promoted by the Arts and Live 
Music Association (ALMA) of South 
Tyneside, it was well attended and 
the audience was not made up of 
just country fans. 


Other USA attractions promoted by 
ALMA lately were Dan Crary and 
Steve Young. This month you can 
see Joe Sun & Solar System. Don’t 
forget when booking your holidays, 
ALMA’s Fifth Country Jamboree 
takes place on 5 & 6 July 


@ When High Plains Drifter and 
Deuce played for a capacity 
audience at Consett Civic Theatre, 
Deuce suffered minor problems 
with their equipment, but it did not 
detract from my enjoyment of this 
fine duo. Then High Plains Drifter 
gave a very polished performance 
to delight their numerous fans. 
Congratulations to all concerned on 
a well organised show. 


@ Anew band to visit the region 
lately were the J D Band from 
Burton-on-Trent. The J D Band 
proved to be a very professional trio 
consisting of Miles Robinson 
(rhythm guitar and vocals), Rose 
Caulton (bass guitar) and Kevin 
Blake (lead guitar). Many readers 
might remember Miles, who used to 
be one half of the Miles & Bridget 
Duo. Their choice of material was 
excellent and Miles’ voice ideally 
suited to their Waylon numbers. 


@ |t meant a one hundred mile 
round trip on Tuesday night to visit 
the Border CMC, Berwick, but it was 
well worth the effort. This club 
features as this month's club profile. 
The Border CMC, which 
commences its seventh year this 
August, has for the past two anda 
half years, made its home at the 
Black & Gold Social Club, Shielfield 
Park, Tweedmouth, Berwick-on- 
Tweed, which is also the home of 
the Berwick Rangers Football Club. 


@ Organiser and Secretary Mrs 
Margaret Trotter is ably assisted by 
a committee of five; husband 
Archie, Margaret Black, Jim 
Louden, Peter Renton and Norman 
Hanson, all of whom have specific 
jobs, which include selling copies of 
‘CMRU’! Held the first Tuesday of 
each month, the guest artistes are 
always of a high standard. The night 
| visited was no exception, with Bob 
McKinlay & Dixie Fried performing. 
It was heartening to see an 
audience of about one hundred and 
fifty people giving the best possible 
order and enjoying every minute of 
Bob's performance. 


@ Joe Sun appears in the area this month 


@ Margaret Trotter must be one of 
the few female comperes in this 
region and very entertaining she is 
too (not an ex-Gestapo agent as 
Bob would have everyone believe) 
and a very genuine and sincere 
promoter of country music. We 
thank Margaret, her committee and 


members for their warmth and 
hospitality, as well as Bob McKinlay 
for a great night of country music. 
Although the wife and | didn’t arrive 
home until after 1 am, it will not deter 
us from visiting again what must be 
one of the most successful clubs 
anywhere. 


® On this high note | will close the 
column for this month. News, views, 
comments etc., to George Mills, 

15 Coatsworth Court, Gateshead, 
NE8 1QR. 

Telephone: (091) 4781885. 
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SCOTS SCENE 


By Dave Hendry 


@ CLUB calls this month have 
been many and quite interesting 
considering there is some idle 
chatter of a slow down on the 
country scene in Scotland. Like 
most clubs there are good times 
and bad times, but, to quote one 
club organiser, ‘Most nights we are 
busy and others we are busier still.’ 


| guess there has to be some logic 
in that somewhere. Having just 
returned North from ‘CMRU’s 
Fourth House Party’ at Watford, | 
don’t think this is the time to try and 
figure it out. Perhaps when the 
thinking box comes out of recess, 
I'll get around to it. 


@ For the Double K CMC the trial 
period is over and the Dumfries 
club have come through with flying 
colours. Three shows, three 
sellouts. What more could any 
committee want. Mind you, there 
has to be a reason and in this case 
there are two, very prominent to 
see, organisation and selection of 
performers. Put those two together 
and you come up with a third 
reason, member satisfaction. 
Following Manson Grant & The 
Dynamos’ sellout at the Embassy 
Hotel venue comes another, 
certain to be every bit as hot, the 
Moat Brothers. Secy Jim Kerr (he 
with the Joel McRae look) tells me 
support has been astounding and 
the committee have had to take it in 
turn to draw breath, such is the 
demand for show tickets. That's 
country! 


@ Itwas a trip to the other side of 
the country when | visited the White 
Horse CWC at Saltcoats Labour 
SC, where the club meets every 
Friday, under the scrutiny of Danny 
Strachan and Co. and is also given 
full backing by the social club 
committee. My recent visit was to 
accept, on behalf of the Scottish 
Country Music Fellowship, a more 
than generous donation to the ‘Let's 
Go Country’ campaign. The club 
have had their ups and downs ard 
moved around before settling down. 
They are now at home in the plush 
function suite which many would 
envy. Entertainment varies, 
although they heavily support local 
combos. Gunfighting is allowed to 
an extent, but, like many others they 
push greatly for the music. An 
entertaining evening. 


@ Onfirst viewing it may be thought 
that here is a local pub lounge giving 
out with country music. Nothing 
could be more wrong. The Europa 
Lounge has been the home ground 
of the Southern Star CWC since its 
formation some years ago and | 
must admit to being one of those 
who did think the venue too small 
ever to climb to present day heights. 
Meetings on the most difficult of 


evenings to pull an audience in 
Scotland, Wednesdays, has proved 
pretty lucrative to the Ayr club. Being 
a holiday resort gives that little bit 
extra titbit during the summer 
season, when many touring acts are 
on show, giving holidaymakers 
something to write home about. 


@ | hear that Dave Miller has 
handed over his presidential seat at 
the Burns CWC, Kennoway. While 
wishing Dave a happy retirement, 
special wishes also to his 
successor, Dave Lister for long and 
continued success at the very 
homely venue, Burns 

Tavern... Danny Dewar has been 
re-elected to President at 
Kirkcaldy's Ol’ 97 CWC. This comes 
following Danny's earlier 
resignation due to personal 
problems and a plunge in the club’s 
popularity stakes . .. David Branch 
has had to retire from committee 
duties with the Scottish Country 
Music Fellowship. The likeable lad 
has had illness problems for some 
time and we wish him a speedy 
recovery. 


@ Finally, Vision Country and 
Bakersfield have invested in new 
road maps. Their popularity now 
sees them travelling further afield. 


CONGRATULATIONS 


@ To the Penville CMC, Penicuik, 
who celebrate their eighth 
anniversary this month, with music 
by the Moat Brothers Country Band. 


WES McGHEE BAND 


@ THE best country music show | 
have seen in the Lothian Region for 
a long time was when Wes 
McGhee and his band appeared at 
Wilkie House in Edinburgh's 
historic Cowgate, performing non- 
stop for two an a half hours his own 
brand of tex/mex music, including 
his new single ‘I Will Think Of You’. 


@ Colorado and The Waltons at 
Musselburgh’s Brunton Halls, had 
to be moved to the smaller of the 
halls, as only about two hundred 
faithful fans turned out to enjoy an 
excellent evening's entertainment. 
The Waltons opened with their 
usual style of modern country, 
featuring songs written by Eddie 
Raven, Guy Clark and also my 
favourite from their set, Charlie 
Daniel's ‘Talking To The Moon’. 


@ The second half brought on 
Coloredo with another excellent set, 
the highlight of which, for me, was 
their version of Neil Young's ‘Back 
To The Country’. When | asked 
Gordie when we would be getting 
the long overdue album, he 
explained that, owing to a full diary, 
they have still not found the time to 
lay down any new tracks. 


@ See you around. Meanwhile, 
write to me, Dave Hendry at 

121, Marmion Road, Greenfaulds, 
Cumbernauld, G67. (02367) 35033. 


@ If you have any news, views, 
comments etc. for the Mid Scotland 
region, send them to 

Jackie Blair, 122 Brunton Gardens, 
Edinburgh-EH7 5ET. 

Telephone: (031) 556 9642. 
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LONDON SCENE 


By Tony Anderson 


@ PRIOR to the commencement 
of the Easter Festival season, 
everything always seems to gather 
pace. This year was no different, 
except that quality seemed to be 
the key note. 

Remember my mentioning last 
month about a group called Hobo 
Brothers? Well, this month I caught 
up with Terry White and the original 
Hobo, playing at the Clapton's 
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SHAG COMMORS 


Palamino CMC, for a packed 
audience who responded well to 
their sounds. Terry, aided by Kevin 
Smith (lead), Jim Gibson (steel), 
Chas Bartlett (drums) and Dave 
Baron (bass) are one of those 
bands that seem to have been 
around for ever, but their sounds 
are still fresh and pleasant to listen 
to. Oras this club showed, if you so 
preferred, dance to. 


@ | paid a visit to the Clapton's 7- 
11 CMC at the Traveller's Rest, 
Kenton, to see one of our best 
British country vocalists, Frank 
Jennings with the latest Syndicate, 
who gave as good as we have 
come to expect from this smooth 
voiced performer. An unusual 
feature to the evening was the total 
absense of a guitar on stage, Frank 
handling vocals with just the 
backing of Barry Smith on pedal 
steel/fiddle, Viv Cummings (drums 
and vocals) and Alan Waite 
handling the occasional vocal, as 
well as the keyboards. A talk with 
Frank on the scene in general and 
the clubs of Kim and Bernie 
Clapton in particular, brought forth 
a statement with which | know a lot 
of others agree, ‘If only other club 
organisers put as much 
commercial effort in as this duo do , 
the scene would definitely improve.’ 


JEFF CLIFFSON 


One of Wales’ top Country 


an 


WINNING 

TOP SOLO 
COUNTRY 
ENTERTAINER. 


Bookings:- 
(0244) 813009 


No venue 
too large or small 
Distance no object 
Fully pro. 


Bookings and Enquiries 
Tel: (0536) 743948 
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@ | visited the Willows CMC, 
Dagenham recently to see West 
Virginia live up to their reputation 
with a great performance (now 
regarded as their norm). Mentioning 
the Willows reminds me that Joe 
and Sheila Curtis must have one of 
the greatest supports from club 
members going when it comes to 
their charity work, with donations 
recently made of £1,184 to the 
Oldchurch Hospital Scanner Fund 
and a further payment of £1,087 to 
the St. Francis Hospice (which they 
support). This brings the last four 
year’s total payments raised by the 
club to approx. £14,000. We used to 
hear of British ‘hearts of oak’, but it 
seems the Willow can be just as 
mighty. 

@ Since the Maverick CMC has 
changed homes, a visit to its new 
venue was overdue, so when | 
noticed Homer were appearing 
there and | hadn’t seen Dave and 
the boys since Steve Curtis took 
over Allan Murray’s spot, | was on 
my way to Barking United Services 
Club, Blake Avenue. It's smaller 
than the old venue, but offered that 
atmosphere of welcome that | 
always associate with Roy and 
Lesley. Of Homer, | thought how 
well Steve Curtis had ‘gelled’ with 
Dave, Robbie and John, the 
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Sponsored By Country Fuovs 
If you're visiting our area, why not spend an 
evening with us. Tel (0258) 54258 
TOP SHOWS MONTHLY 


foursome providing just the kind of 
fare | was looking for on the night. 


@ Changes at the fourth Basildon 
Festival this month. Kentucky Rain 
& Teresita & Interstate 65 are out of 
the Saturday show, replaced by The 
Honky Tonk Cowboys plus 
Stateside with Jeannie Sinclair, 
back on the country scene after a 
break of nearly two years... . 
Putney’s Half Moon in Lower 
Richmond Road provide a two 
nighter from Peter Rowan, then 
Mark O'Connor and Jerry Douglas, 
while of course we have the Bobby 
Bare/Billie Jo Spears tour down at 
the Lakeside Country Club, who 
also play host to the Glen Campbell 
tour prior to his appearance at the 
Fairfield Halls three days later . . . 
Here’s some news for bluegrass 
fans. The Swan at Fulham 
Broadway features your music 
every Sunday evening. 

My latest list of award winners 
shows The Grange CMC have a 
joint choice of Raymond Froggatt’s 
Band and Stu Page & Remuda, with 
Yorkshire’s other son Pete Ryan in 
third place. The club’s ‘special’ this 
month features Joe Sun & Solar 
System and Britain's own Roger 
Humphries Band . . . Ex-Homer 
member Allen (KC) Murray has 
teamed up with ex—Country 
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To find out more about copy dates and 


rates for advertising, ring (0522) 41546. 
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Echoes and Phoenix band member 
Pete Ryder, with Jim Rothon and 
Ron Harris to form a new group, 
Alberta, featuring rhythm, lead 
piano, banjo and drums. They plan 
to add pedal steel and presenta 
programme ranging from the songs 
of Moe Bandy, Eddie Rabbitt and Dr 
Hook, | will watch out for them later 
in the year. 


@ With this year’s Harlow ‘Free’ 
Festival falling early in June, here's 
news of an event taking place late 
June at Gravesend and Northfleet’s 
Football Ground. This, their first 
Country Music Festival, is 
supported by Gravesham Leisure 
and features LA Freeway, Hornet, 
Southside, Shackle, Country Born, 
Jim Reynolds & Saddletramp, 
Wildside, Tall Texan & Honky Tonk 
Cowboys, Buckboard, Eddy 
Dawson Country Band, with Cliff 
Stevens compering. On site will be 
Stalls, bar and the usual 
refreshments and there’s free 
parking, caravan and tenting 
facilities . . . Nashville veteran 
Tommy Collins, together with 
Liverpool's New Everglades Band, 
play the Woodbine this 

month . . . News of another new 
club opening is in Hammersmith’s 
King Street, at the Hop Poles every 


Solo, Duo or 
Smokestack 


CONTACT 
061-973 6380 
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Thursday evening with free 
admission, while a new ‘nitespot' is 
now open at the Country Cabin, The 
Thatch, 20/22 Highbury Corner, E5, 
just one minute from Highbury and 
Islington tube. With the bar open 
from 9 pm until 2am, advanced 
table reservations can be booked 
by ’phone. 


@ | had a letter from long time 
friend and Hospital Radio 
presenter Pete Larne about 
Hospital Radio people being 
omitted from this year’s Silk Cut 
Festival (see Letters Page). | would 
be interested to hear any other 
comments regarding help that 
could be given to Hospital Radio 


@ Finally, | mentioned last month 
about the happenings at 
Rainham’s Deri CMC. | now hear 
that changes are afoot. They are to 
be known as the Deri Park Club, 
but continue to operate Thursday 
evenings. May finds West Virginia, 
Tony Aston & Original Shades, 
Western Rodeo Band, Nashville 
Fever and the Kentish version of 
the Cherokee Band. 


@ Details and news as usual to 
Tony Anderson, 40 Cole Close, 
Thamesmead, London, SE28 8AU. 
Telephone: (01) 310 2792. 
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Are you selling Britain's 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


offering the greatest coverage 
of country music - is available: 
for club sales 


CLUB SECRETARIES 


Why don't you find out details and 
let your members have the latest 
news fast every month 


For details of 
special club rates 


(oy 


(0522) 41546 


Having just completed 
a highly successful 
Nationwide Tour 
as support act to 
FOSTER & ALLEN, 
wish to thank 
Dolphin Promotions. 


Enquiries: (0594) 60242 


Round The Regions 


WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC (Saturdays) 
Millbrook School. Lower Brownhill 
Road, Maybush, Southampton. 


3 Jeannie Sinclair Band: 10 Amarillo: 
17 Geronimo’s Cadillac: 24 Stewart 
Brothers & First Chapter: 31 Firewater 


NEW COWBOYS LODGE (Saturdays) 
Downham Tavern, Downham Way. 
Kent. 


3 Ron Scot: 10 Rooster Booster: 
17 Driftwood: 24 Vigilantes: 
31 5 Wheel Drive 


HARROW CMC (Thursdays) 
‘Morritts’, Adj. Wealdstone FC. 
Station Road, Harrow, Middlesex. 


1 Mike Scott Tracy Band: 8 The Waltons: 
15 West Virginia: 22 Manson Grant & 
The Dynamos: 29 Stewart Brothers 


COLCHESTER CMC 

(Monthly-1st & 3rd Thursdays) 
Woods Leisure Centre, Colchester. 
1 George Moody & The Country Squires: 
15 14th Anniversary Night - Manson 
Grant & The Dynamos plus Johnny 
Marks 


PONDOROSA CWC (Fridays) 
Pine Mine, Stowmarket, Suffolk. 


2 Clancy: 9 Eddie Lee & Country 
Friends: 16 Manson Grant & The 
Dynamos: 23 Jean Marie & The Denver 
Band: 30 Hickory Lake 


IPSWICH CWC (Wednesdays) 
Bridge Ward Conservative Club. 
Austin Street, Ipswich. 


14 Rose A; 21 Clancy: 28 Cimarron 


THE END OF THE TRAIL CMC 
(Alternate Saturdays) 
Bransford Lodge. Bransford. 
Nr. Worcester. 


3 Spellbound: 17 Jolene & Barry plus 
Tony Goodacre: 31 Stu Page & Remuda 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC (Fridays) 
The Albion. Lichfield Road. 
Wednesfield. Nr. Wolverhampton 


2 Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried: 9 Splinter 
Band: 16 Steelwater Gang: 

23 Dave Sheriff & Nicki Clarke: 

30 The Raymond Froggatt Band 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC (Sundays) 
The Black Horse. 
Thompson Avenue, Wolverhampton. 


4 Ned Porridge & Spellbound; 11 Clint's 


Collection: 18 Blazing Saddles: 
25 Louisiana Hellraisers 


HIGH PEAK CMC (Monthly-Friday) 
Railway Hotel, Bridge Street, Buxton, 
Derbyshire. 

16 The Raymond Froggatt Band plus 


ADVERTISING IN C.M.R.U. 
DOESN'T COST, IT PAYS. 


J & E Records 


St. Mary’s Road, 
West Walton, 
Wisbech, Cambs, PE14 7EH 


@ HUNDREDS OF LPS AND CASSETTES IN STOCK, ALL C/W. LATEST BY UK. AMERICAN AND 


IRISH ARTISTES. PLUS AMERICAN AND BRITISH DELETES. 


@ WEDO NOT HAVE A COMPLETE LIST YET. SO DROP ME A LINE OF YOUR WANTS. SEE WHAT 


WE CAN DO! 


@ CALLING ALL CWCS . . . NEED SOMETHING TO PLUG THOSE GAPS BETWEEN BANDS AT 


YOUR DANCE? THEN RING ‘EO-THE-HAT’ COUNTRY DISCO. NO FLASHING LIGHTS. JUST GOOD 


OLE C/W MUSIC. 


(0945) 61717 


CADES COUNTY CMC (Fridays) 
Shireoaks MW. Shireoaks. 
Nr. Worksop, Nottinghamshire. 
Jody Lane & Deliverance: 

9 Bob Newman & Carole Gordon: 
16 Al Cody & Clovis: 

23 Clint's Collection: 30 TBA 


GOLDEN WEST CMC (Sundays) 
Carpenters Arms, Fenton, 
Nr, Lincoln. 


4 Dave Bryan with Pat & Roger Johns: 
11 Vegas; 18 Family Mac; 25 Manson 
Grant & The Dynamos 


CON'S COUNTRY (Saturdays) 
Conservative Club, King’s Road, 
Immingham, Humberside. 

3 Greta Elkin & The Rogue Band: 

10 Mackie Sutherland plus The Steve 
Mercer Trio: 17 Mick Conlin Band: 
24 Manson Grant & The Dynamos: 

31 Ken & Billie Ford 


QUEEN BESS COUNTRY (Thursdays) 
Derwent Road. Scunthorpe. 


1 John Aston with Pat & Roger Johns: 
8 Spill The Beans Trio: 15 Jack Of 
Diamonds: 22 Margaret McGee Duo 
plus The Jerry Dean Duo: 29 Dave Bryan 
Trio 


HULL CMC (Fridays) 
‘Olivers’. 2 Norfolk Street. 
Beverley Road. Hull. 


2 Cliff Ledger & Family: 9 Peter Kane: 
16 Hickory Lake: 23 Bob Newman & 
Carole Gordon: 30 Tony Goodacre & Bill 
Clark 


BLUE & GOLD CMC (Sundays) 
Doncaster Rugby League Social 
Club. Bentley Road, Doncaster, 
South Yorkshire. 


4 John Aston: 11 Benny Lee & Yorkshire 
Cowboy: 18 Borderline: 25 Jim Dusty 


ROSSINGTON LABOUR CLUB 
(Mondays) 

Gattison Lane. Rossingtan. 
Doncaster. South Yorkshire 

5 Jeannie Dee Trio: 

12 Greta Elkin & The Rogue Band: 
19 Sonny Curtis: 26 John Aston 


BRAMLEY SOCIAL CLUB (Thursdays) 
Cross Street. Bramley. 
Nr. Rotherham. 


1T J Martin: 8 Ken Harris & Station 
Break; 15 BC & Lainey: 

22 Bev Williams’ Midnight Flyer: 

27 (Special Show)-Avone Jones & The 
Kevin Duffy Band: 29 Hombre 


YORK CMC (Thursdays) 

York City Arms Sports Club, 
Fawcett Street, York. 

1 Tony Goodacre & Bill Clarke: 
8 Old Hat Band: 15 Sundown: 
22 The Raymond Froggatt Band: 
29 Jeannie Dee Trio 


PROSPECT CMC (Fortnightly-Fridays) 
Prospect Hotel, Harrogate. 


9 Country Sunshine: 
23 Tennessee Moon 


THE WELCOME CMC (Sundays) 
Greyhound Hotel, East Lancs. Road. 
Leigh, Lancashire. 

4 Hank Walters & The Dusty Road 
Ramblers: 11 Key West: 

18 Ruby Rendall & Cimarron: 

25 Kenny Johnson & Northwind 


HAZEL GROVE CMC (Sundays) 
Hazel Grove, Stockport. 


1 Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried: 3 Adeys 
Hardware Co.: 10 Sweetwater Creek; 
17 Mick Conlin Band; 24 No Club-Show 
at Romiley Forum 


LAZYACRE CMC (Fortnightly) 
SHA Hospital Social Club, 
Racecourse Lane, Shrewsbury. 


5 Greta Elkin & The Rogue Band: 

19 No Club; 27 (Tuesday) Dance Night 
with lan Ashcroft’s Country Express and 
Jolene & Barry. 

Resident host Tony Best. 
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NORTHERN GUILD OF SONGWRITERS 
Special Show 
Parr Hall, Warrington. 


Thursday 1 May 

Naden Brothers, Dave McQueen & 
Buckskin, Randy Blue & Deepwater with 
Bobby Wyatt. Val Summers and Jack 
Hudson. 


HIGH LANE CMC 

(Saturdays plus Specials) 

High Lane Conservative Club, 
Buxton Road, High Lane, Stockport, 
Cheshire. 


3 Cliff Whelan & Stroller; 10 Key West; 
17 Ruby Rendall & Cimarron: 24 John 
Aston Duo: 25 The Raymond Froggatt 
Band, Clovis & Dillinger at Romiley 
Forum, Compstall, Road, Romiley, 

26 Tommy Collins (USA) & Everglades 
31 Louisiana Hellraisers 


THE RUSTLERS CMC (Sundays) 

Bury FC Supporters Club, 

Gigg Lane. Manchester Road, Bury. 
4 Weaver: 11 Livestock: 

18 Raincheck: 25 Hardware 


SADDLETRAMPS (Fridays) 
Redcar Albion Social Club, 
Kirkleatham Street. Redcar. 


2Sweetwater Creek: 

9 Gordon Lemondine & Rhinestone: 

16 Greta Elkin & The Rogue Band (£1): 
23 Smokey Mountain: 30 Dean Solomon 
Band 


DORMAN’S ATHLETIC CLUB 
(Thursdays) 
Oxford Road, Middlesbrough. 


1Jim Whitman & Texas: 8 Buddy Baker 
Band: 15 TBA: 22 Apache: 29 Sonia Ann 
& Stateside Express 


tee, 


THE INVERNESS CWC 
invites country fans to join them 


at Inverness Ice Rink 


on 26th and 27th July 1986 


BORDER BADLANDS CMC 
(Monthly-First Sunday) 
The Auld Smiddy, Gretna Green. 


4 The Moat Brothers 


INVERNESS CWC (Tuesdays) 
Pharaohs, Inverness Ice Rink. 


6 Al Cody & Clovis: 13 T R Dallas & The 
Dallas Band plus John C King: 

20 Stu Page & Remuda plus Pepperpot: 
27 Colorado 


SOUTHERN STAR CWC (Wednesdays) 
Europa Lounge, New Road, Ayr. 
Scotland. 


7 Vision Country: 14 Country Pride: 
21 Carol & Bobby Silver: 28 Legend 


SOUTHERN COMFORT CWC 
(Saturdays) 
P.H.A.B. Club, Kilwinning, Ayrshire. 


3 Bakersfield: 10 Tommy Truesdale & 
The Sundowners: 17 Maverick: 
24 Country Pride: 31 Transatlantic 


TUCSON CMC (Mondays) 

The Berry Suite, Abbey Lane, 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

5 The Hank West Band: 12 Jeannie Dee 
Trio: 19 Joe Sun & Solar System plus 
Route 65: 26 Stu Page & Remuda 


GLASGOW'S GRAND OLE OPRY 
(Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays) 
2/4 Govan Road, Paisley Road Toll, 
Glasgow G51. 


2 TBA; 3 Randy Blue & Deep Water 
(featuring Bobby Whyatt): 4 TBA: 
Monday 5 Carmel & Mississippi: 

9 Lemon Grass; 10 Western Front: 

11 Country Smoke: 16 TBA; 17 Route 65: 
18 Skin & Bone: 23 Bakersfield: 

24 Country Jays: 25 TBA: 30 TBA: 31 TBA 


COLORADO 
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MAY 1986 


ARTISTS ARE 
YOU GETTING 
YOUR SHARE 
OF BOOKINS? 


Have you got a full diary, all 
the work you want for this 
coming ycar? No! Well isn’t 
it time to let bookers know 
about your availability. 
You can do that the whole 
year round with C.M.R.U. 
Directory Ads. The cheapest 
and most effective form of 
keeping your name in the 
Public eye! 

It can cost you as little 

as £2.50 per week... 


(0522) 41546 


THE COTTON MILL BOYS 
GERRY FORD @ GAMBLER 
MANSON GRANT @ 


THE DYNAMOS 


JOHN C KING 
JOLENE G BARRY 
HICKORY WIND 


to enjoy concerts and dancing to 


some of Britain's best country acts, 


including:- 


BORDER CMC 
(Monthly-Second Tuesday) 
Black & Gold Social Club, 
Shielfield Park, Tweedmouth, 
Berwick. 


13 Jeannie Dee Trio 


were very 
proud to 
open the 
Wembley 
Country 
Music 
Festival 
1986. 


Telephone 
(0788) 79431 


APPALOOSA e SLAINTE 
CENTREFOLD 
COMPERED BY COLIN MARTIN 


For further details ‘phone (0463) 221268. 


ABERDEEN CWC (Tuesdays) 
The Hotel Metro, 17 Market Street, 
Aberdeen. 


6 TR Dallas & The Dallas Band; 

13 Greta Elkin & The Rogue Band plus 
The Country Jays: 20 Colorado plus 
Maggie & Tennessee Express: 27 Ruby 
Rendall & Cimarron plus support 


WEA 


COUNTRY 


MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


can be delivered 
with your mail, on or 
about the 1st of every month. 


Annual Rates 


BRITISH ISLES . . . £10.00 
EUROPE... £11.50 


AMERICA/CANADA 
(Air Mail) .. . £14.00 (Sterling) 


Send your name and address 
together with cheque/P.0. payable to: 


Country Music Hound Up 
Publishing Company, 
286/287 High Street, 

(Upper Precinct), 

Lincoln, LN2 1AL, England. 
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